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A note from the minister.........
“The best laid schemes o’ mice an’ men.
Gang aft a-gley.”
This quote from Rabbie Burns sums up the past few weeks for me. Instead
of leading all my planned services over Advent/Christmas and New Year,
I was floored by a particularly unpleasant and persistent respiratory/
flu type virus. Although I am feeling much better now, the cough is
hanging on and I am not yet back to full strength, but hopefully it won’t
be too long before I can return to work. I have really appreciated all the
messages, cards and flowers, which I have received while I have been off.
All your good wishes have cheered me up immensely.
I am also very grateful for my colleagues who have stepped in to cover all the services and funerals
over the past two months. My thanks go to Rev Alan Ward, Rev Alan Falconer, Mr Alan Saunderson,
Mr Andrew Bruce, Mr Archie Currie and Rev James McNay. Because I have been off for over 6
weeks now, Presbytery have appointed Rev James McNay (West Kilbride Parish Church) as Interim
Moderator until I am fit for work again. If you require the services of a minister while I am off, please
contact James (01294 823186).
I also want to extend my thanks to our Session Clerks, Mr Stuart McMahon and Miss Mima McSwan,
who are working away (as always) behind the scenes to make sure all the business of the congregation
carries on as normal. Also, while I am off, it is more important than ever to keep our Pastoral Care
Team up to date about people who need pastoral care or support. The main contacts for pastoral care
are Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531) and Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762). Please let either Alison
or Morag know about anyone who needs visited at home or in hospital.
Finally, my thanks to all of you, for welcoming and supporting those who have been providing cover
in my absence. It is all of you who make Kirkgate Church; you are its living, breathing stones, giving
Kirkgate life and energy as you pray and
praise and worship God together and as
you share his love with those round you
every day.
It is my hope and prayer that 2017 will
be a blessed year for us – as individuals
and as a congregation together – and I
hope to be back with you very soon.
Blessings
Dorothy
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Church Diary

Pleased be assured of a warm welcome at all our services.
Tea & coffee served in hall afterwards

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

Thursday 2nd
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club

Sunday 26th
10.45 a.m.

Sunday 5th
10.45 a.m.
Morning Worship
‘Messenger’ & Life Work available for uplifting

7.30 p.m.

Monday 6th
7.30 p.m.

Guild - Pic ‘n’ Mix Concert Party

Tuesday 7th
7.30 p.m.

Presbytery meets in the church

Thursday 9th
10.30 a.m.
2.30 p.m.
7.30 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club
Kirk Session Meeting
Country Dance Committee Meeting

Sunday 12th
10.45 a.m.
Monday 13th
7.30 p.m.

Monday 27th
Guild - Malawi Fruits - Russell Crawford

MARCH
Thursday 2nd
10.30 a.m.
7.30 p.m

‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club

Friday 3rd
TBC

World Day of Prayer - Adelaide College, Saltcoats

Sunday 5th
10.45 a.m.

Morning Worship

Monday 6th
7.30 p.m.

Guild - Behind the Kitchen Door - Janette Henderson

Morning Worship

Tuesday 7th
7.30 p.m.

Presbytery meets in the church

Guild - Project - Christian Aid in Bolivia

Thursday 9th

Tuesday 14th
7.00 p.m.
Presbytery - Attestation of Rolls & Records
Thursday 16th
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club
Sunday 19th
10.45 a.m.

Morning Worship

Morning Worship

10.30 a.m.
2.30 p.m
7.30 p.m.

‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club
Kirk Session Meeting

Sunday 12th
10.45 a.m.

Morning Worship

Monday 13th
7.30 p.m.

Guild - My Love of Scotland - James Law

Monday 20th
7.30 p.m.

Guild - The Indian Wedding - Rev David Watson

Wednesday 22nd
3.00 p.m.
Presbytery Business Committee Meeting
Thursday 23rd
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
2.30 p.m
Country Dance Club

THE FOLLOWING ORGANISATIONS ALSO
MEET REGULARY EVERY WEEK
Sunday
Monday

10.45 a.m.
Creche & Sunday School
10.00 a.m.
Keep Fit Group
7.30 p.m.
The Guild
Tuesday
2.00 p.m.
*KA Leisure Aerobics
4.00 – 8.00 p.m.
The Craft Team
Wednesday
6.15 - 8.30 p.m.
*1st Saltcoats Girl Guides
Thursday
2.30 & 7.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club 		
Alternate weeks
* Outside organisations who use our premises

Advance Notices - Please try to support these events
Friends of Guiding Coffee Morning

KIRKGATE GUILD

SATURDAY 18TH MARCH
10.00a.m. - 12 noon
Tickets: £2, Children £1

in the church hall

Kirkgate Church Hall

BEETLE DRIVE
MONDAY 20TH MARCH
7.30pm, Tickets: £2
3

Prayer Page

Contributed by Alison Buick

COME AND SEE
God we praise you for all those chosen by you to lead women and men, girls and
boys to follow you. Mothers singing hymns and fathers telling stories, elders in
family and church, living by faith and sharing it. Teachers at school and church
opening minds to your truth, ministers preaching, caring and challenging, for
saints in stained glass and in the next pew and for everyone who encouraged us
to give our lives to you.
Speak Lord – your servant is listening.
Speak again and again to us calling us to deeper commitment.
Speak when we are still through the small voice within.
Speak when life is hectic straight to our hearts.
Speak Lord – your servant is listening.
Speak through scripture’s printed page, through the voice of the preacher, in word of friend or
enemy, in nature’s beauty and in art.
Speak through television’s pictures and through the need that lines someone’s face.
Speak Lord – your servant is listening.
As you never stop speaking to us may we never stop listening to you and if we need them give us wise
friends to interpret your words.
When we stand at the crossroads make your purpose plain to us so that the heavens may open and we
may be at one with you.
And with Christ
Speak Lord - your servant is listening.
Extracted from Prayers by Tony Burnham and Graham Cook ‘It is the Price of Success’

Secret of Life
Take time to think.
It is the source power.
Take time to play.
It is the secret of perpetual youth.
Take time to be friendly.
It is the road to happiness.
Take time to work.
It is the price of success.
Take time to pray.
It is the greatest power on earth.
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Church Register

From the Editor

FUNERALS:

Please note that the next edition of ‘Kirkgate
Messenger’ will be available on Sunday 5th
March. it would be appreciated if material
could be handed in by Sunday 26th February
at the very latest.

“In my Father’s house are many mansions”
2.12.16
Mrs Hannah Krynen, 37 Dalry Road, Ardrossan
9.12.16						
Ms Margaret Bissett, 10 Eglinton Court, Saltcoats
16.12.16					
Mrs Jean Grant, 95 Eglinton Road, Ardrossan		

Please feel free to email me at elizabeth.
mcmahon@talktalk.net with any interesting news
or events that occur so that we can record them
in future issues of ‘The Messenger’. A written copy
will be fine if you don’t use a computer.

19.12.16					
Mr Willie Haughton, 16 Ardneil Court, Ardrossan

Please also remember that if you would like a
printing job done whether private or church then
22.12.16							
please do speak to me or Stuart and we will do our
Miss Ina Irvine, Seabank Nursing Home, Saltcoats
best to accommodate your requirements.
10.1.17
Mr David Harkness, 47a Windmill St., Saltcoats		
					
13.1.17						
Mr Robert Aitken, Caledonia Care Home
Saltcoats. Formerly of Montgomerie Court,
Saltcoats		
16.1.17						
Miss Margaret Murray, Caledonia Care Home		
Saltcoats. Formerly of Raise Street, Saltcoats

Life & Work
The annual cost of Life & Work
for 2017 is £27.50 which allows
for a church discount being
passed on to subscribers
enabling the cost to be
cheaper than purchasing it
privately. It is payable now and you can give your
money to your delivery person or make a cheque
payable to Ardrossan & Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish
Church. If you like to subscribe to Life & Work I
will be happy to order a copy for you.
Elizabeth McMahon, Editor & Life & Work Convenor

BEYOND THE GRAVE
How do we convey
Just how we feel
When we lose someone we love?
How do we explain
The deep, lonely pain,
The emptiness left in us?
No words can express
The hurt and anguish
Nor touch on how we feel
God shares our tears
And gives us His love
And He, in time, will heal

The hopes and the dreams
We had just remains
Like an unfinished book of their life
As an incomplete chapter,
Remains unfinished
With nothing more to write
As we close one chapter,
Another can begin,
But we can know God’s comfort
Though the one we love has gone
And know there is hope
Through Christ’s strength in us
With a new chapter to begin
And hope in our hearts,
We can hold on to God,
We find courage to carry on.
For He loves us so much
And fills the void within
© By M.S.Lowndes
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Congratulations

Best wishes and flowers were sent from the
church to Mattie Fleming on the occasion of
her 95th Birthday on 15th December 2016.
Mattie, formerly of Montfode Court, is now enjoying the comfort of Hutton Park Care Home in Largs.
She wishes to thank the church for the beautiful flowers and all the best wishes received from friends.

Letters of Appreciation
To all at Kirkgate Church, many thanks for the lovely flowers, they helped to lift my
spirits. thank you so very much. Best wishes and thanks to everyone.
Ray Jackson
Many thanks for the beautiful bouquet of yellow roses I received from the church on
the occasion of Robert’s death. They were so lovely and lifted my spirits.
Aileen Aitken

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 2017
Already the ‘Box Ladies’ are wanting to let you know that the shoebox appeal for 2017
is already on the way with many of them taking the opportunity to purchase items on
sale at Primark - they say that there are great bargains to be had.
If you would like to get a head start on your donations then please do try and have
a browse not only in Primark but any of the stores offering sale goods. You might be
surprised at how many items are out there waiting for you to snatch them up.

Go Grab A Bargain !!
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Letters of Appreciation from Blythswood Care Shoebox 2016 Appeal
A huge thank you to everyone – the donors; the sorters, checkers and packers; the drivers; the treasurers – indeed
all who helped in any way to send 4,500 giftboxes to Moldova and a further 1,900 to Romania. This year has seen the
greatest number of gifts ever sent from our base in Ayrshire!
Additionally, more than £10,000 was donated to be used to offset the huge cost of transportation. What incredible
generosity from South West Scotland! Amazing to see this increase year on year!
Thanks to St Andrew’s, Prestwick North, Irvine Old and Dreghorn & Springside churches. They came to our aid with
alacrity by lending us tables. Without these we would simply not have been able to operate during the first few days.
Helpers came from all airts and pairts. Many came from local churches and other places such as Haysholm School,
Abbeyfield House, Key Housing, Loudon Montgomery Primary School SU. Others came from much further afield –
Erskine FIE church, Kilmarnock, Ardrossan, Saltcoats, and even from Largs! One young man generously took a week’s
leave from his work to drive one of our vans.
This year there were 190 helpers from 24 churches, and some with no church connection, all pulling together. Great
fun but also hard work. One lady arrived one morning telling how she’d fallen asleep at her TV about 9pm – only to
wake at 4am to creep upstairs to bed!
It’s such a huge pleasure to meet up with ‘old pals’ whom we see only once a year – Shoebox Time. The diary of one
of the Kilmarnock ladies showed her group have been shoeboxing with us for 14 years now!
Fullarton’s own Rev. Neil Urquhart spent precious time with us in the third week to speak to the helpers and, importantly, stop our work so that the shoebox gifts could be blessed. Neil focussed on the anticipated joy that the recipients
of the gifts would experience and the hope they would see Christ’s hand in it all.
What an uplifting pleasure these three weeks have been. Once again – thank you for you and your team’s involvement
– specifically for providing 161 filled shoeboxes. Please forward grateful thanks to all involved at Kirkgate for making
this year’s Appeal so successful. Thank you.

Please see the press release below to mark the delivery of our two millionth shoebox and mention of the number of
boxes received and sent this year; 4.2% up on 2015.

BLYTHSWOOD CARE DELIVERS ITS TWO-MILLIONTH SHOEBOX
A ten-year-old boy with special needs, living in a remote village in central Romania, has become the two-millionth
person to receive a gift box from Blythswood Care’s annual Shoe Box Appeal.
The youngest in a family of nine children, Lonut has Down’s syndrome, requiring his mother to accompany him at the
mainstream school which he attends. With his father unable to secure permanent employment in their area, the family
depends on social security payments from the Romanian government, which remain very low.
“These boxes of gifts mean so much to families in this situation,” says Blythswood’s chief executive, James
Campbell. “Lonut’s mother was so happy that her boy had received a Christmas present.”
The first Blythswood Care Shoe Box Appeal took place in 1993, resulting in 300 boxes being delivered to Romania and
Albania.
This year the Highland-based charity has sent 121,474 boxes to eight countries in Europe and to Pakistan.
The Christian organisation’s two-millionth box was one of 8,100 from southwest England, processed by
volunteers in Ilminster, Somerset. James Campbell says: “Donors and volunteers from Shetland to Cornwall make
Blythswood’s Shoe Box Appeal a success year after year and bring joy to needy people of all ages. Thank you very
much indeed.”
Well done to everyone who has put so much time and effort into making this happen.
Danny Muschate, Grants, PR and Marketing Manager, Blythswood Care, Highland Deephaven, Evanton, Ross-shire IV16 9XJ
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Tribute to Rev Margaret Thomson,
last minister of the former Erskine Church
In the course of life we find our own lives touched and
enriched by the presence of other people who bring
warmth, friendship and quiet good humour into the midst.
Margaret Thomson was indeed one such lady.
It was in Whiteinch in Henrietta Street that Margaret was
brought up and whilst she dreamt of becoming
a PE teacher, Margaret knew she had to earn a living and
so went to Dowanhill College, to study a
secretarial course, gaining her Pitman and RSA
certificates.
Margaret started working with the Motor Union
uInsurance Company before working for Yarrows who
allowed married women to work at that time.
For Margaret by this time had met Jim with them sharing
a loving marriage for 57 years, sadly being widowed in
2009. If it is any consolation to the family this day it is
that they are together once more, never again to be apart.
Margaret was a loving mum to Alan, Dorothy and David,
as well as mum in law to Maura, David and Rhona, and
gran to Gordon and Alistair.
And for Margaret her family meant everything to her,
giving up work to look after them and only returning to
work later on when they were at school.
When the family were young, Margaret would have the
car all packed, just waiting for Jim to finish for the
holidays and they would spend 6 weeks away,
camping in Cornwall, Devon and Newquay, taking them to
visit places of interest and doing things with them.
Margaret was always keen on sport and was a good
tennis player and badminton player, with the whole
family getting involved in badminton. Whilst in
Aberfoyle Margaret took up golf and she thoroughly
enjoyed a round of golf. Margaret and Jim enjoyed the
garden, even just sitting in it in the sunshine and they
loved their cruises.
For Margaret faith was paramount and she was
actively involved in all aspects of the church, teaching in
the Sunday School, serving as the president and secretary
of the Womans’ Guild, as the president and secretary of
the Mothers Group, as the secretary of the Dumbarton
Council of the Guild, as the president of the Glasgow
Council of the Guild, whilst training as a regional resource
person for the Guild, and serving as a member of the
National Executive Council.
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At this time Margaret was
a corresponding member
of Glasgow Presbytery
and also served them as a
reader. Margaret felt a call
to the parish ministry and
aged 50 went to Glasgow
University to gain her BD.
She enjoyed her time studying and sang in the choir
there, for singing was something she always enjoyed.
Margaret was called to be the minister at Erskine Church
in Saltcoats in 1988 to which she gave 100%, at all
times with love, warmth, humour and practical good old
fashioned common sense.
In her own words Margaret said this of ministry –
”I see the ministry as upbuilding the faith and meeting the
needs of the people for the whole of life, both spiritually
and physically, covering all age groups. To that end,
Sunday worship, preaching the word, the sacraments
and prayer are of paramount importance; for these to be
relevant to those in my care.
I feel it is essential to meet with people in their homes
and in community life and to share in the anxieties,
the joys and the sorrows and to build a good working
relationship founded on mutual trust and respect”.
Margaret was an excellent parish minister and served
Ardrossan Presbytery faithfully until her retirement in July
1993.
After Jim died and with her dementia progressing
Margaret went to live with Dorothy and David in East
Kilbride, where she still got out and about, going for
lunches, going round the shops and enjoying meals at
the Richmond Chinese.
For the past 3 years Margaret was well looked after in the
care home and I know the family are very grateful to the
staff there for their care of Margaret.
We come now assured that Margaret is at peace where
all pain and all difficult days are ended for evermore
and where she has heard the words of her Lord and
her saviour Jesus Christ – well done good and faithful
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.
Rev Fiona Ross

Property Report - February
MANSE
The damaged wooden side gate has now been replaced by a metal gate. While
the gate is quite attractive in its galvanised colour, it will receive painting when
the weather improves.
CHURCH
Fridge
Kirkgate has received the gift of a fridge from Mr Jim Erskine – for which we are
very grateful indeed. The unit has been checked over by the electrician, and
now located in the kitchen. The old unit will be uplifted by NAC in due course.
Boilers
This is time of year when all our boilers require to have their annual service.
a. The ‘vestry’ boiler, which serves the small hall, vestry and toilets has had its 1st annual service, as
this boiler was replaced in January 2016.
b. The church boiler was next, and I can report that it was found to be problem free and working
satisfactorily. This unit which is over 40 years old, is very large and not nearly as fuel efficient as
modern combi units. Major problems could arise if spare parts were required for the boiler.
c. Last but not least the combi boiler in the kitchen. That unit is due for service in early
February. While we have not had any problems from this boiler, it is getting on in years, and if
anything goes astray then we are already aware that spare parts are difficult or impossible to come
by.
Grounds
Unfortunately, some one forced the side gate one night and we now require to have a new lock fitted.
A small area on the top step of the church has lost a layer of cement. This will be re-cemented when the
weather is appropriate.
A letter was sent to NAC with a request to trim back the trees at the rear of the church. So far, the trees
have not been cut back nor have we received a reply. Another letter has been sent and hopefully we will
receive a positive response this time.

Update on Kirkgate’s Refurbishment
Project
All tenders for the proposed
refurbishment of steeple and stained
glass work were required to be with
Allied Scotland by the closing date
of 16th December. Allied Scotland
have analysed the received tenders,
and a progress report has now
been forwarded to us which will be
discussed at the next Kirk Session
meeting.
Mima McSwan
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The Guild
We participated in the Christmas Tree Festival and we thank everyone who had an input in
helping to arrange our lovely Christmas Tree. Dates for your Diary:
February
6th Monday

13th
20th
27th

Pic n’ Mix concert Party from Beith
- tickets £3 available from any guild
member
Project - Bolivia - Christian Aid
The Indian Wedding - Rev David
Watson (from Largs Clark Memorial)
Malawi Fruits - Russell Crawford

March
3rd Friday

6th Monday

World Day of Prayer
- Adelaide College,
Saltcoats
Behind the Kitchen Door - Janette
Henderson

Please do come along and support some or all of our meetings - bring a friend - you will be made most welcome.
Elizabeth McMahon

Guild Carols and Readings
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Photos: Anne Hynd

Christmas Tree Festival

Photos: Stuart McMahon

Kirkgate’s Craft Team organised a Christmas Tree Festival on Sat 3rd December
as our final 150th Anniversary special event - and what a success it was. Church
organisations, individual church members, along with several external groups
provided a wonderful variety of over 20 decorated trees which were displayed
around the church and chancel. The day finished off with around fifty people
attending a short carol service in the church.
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World Mission

Contributed by Alison Buick

As the last year ended, in the 75th edition of WM, attention has concentrated on
the refugee problem and how some of our Mission Partners are handling the
situation.
Work is in hand in Budapest to try to build bridges between groups of people who have been brought
up to fear each other.
StARS (St Andrews refugee Services) operate in the heart of Cairo and much is being done to help children have access to education and ensuring that generations of their families have an education.
In Italy there is a programme offering refugees and asylum seekers in vulnerable
situations, the opportunity to get a proper visa to enable flying direct instead of having to face the
dangerous journey overland and sea. In Greece the Evangelical Church is also reaching out to those in
need and helping to make migrants interact with the local community.
December 1, 2016 was World AIDS day.The battle to stop HIV seems to be slowly providing results.
Overall they would appear to show encouraging signs that efforts to combat HIV are working. For example the number of people being newly infected by HIV is decreasing and there has been a decline in
AIDS related deaths.
Extracted from Dec/Jan/16/17 edition of WM

South Beach House

Contributed by Margaret Cassidy

We have had a good start to the New Year with the usual entertainers in
the house and of course we celebrated Burns last week.
We were approached by North Ayrshire Council who have block booked
8 beds for people who are not quite ready to go home from Crosshouse
Hospital after falls etc but have no need for nursing care, the plan is that
they will come to us for a week or so to build up their strength before going home again. This contract is for one year.
We were also approached by Ardrossan Academy Youth Philanthropy Initiative Team as a charity that
they could represent and we have reached the final 6, some of the residents and myself are going along
on Thursday 2nd February to see their final presentation, so fingers crossed as the prize is £2000. If we
win this then we could use it to improve our front garden. Alas we are up against some strong contenders.
February brings us back to the renewal of our Customer Service Excellence Award and at present we
are completing the pre-assessment paperwork.
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Church and Society Enews January 2017
SPEAK OUT:
LAUNCH OF NEW FILMS AND WEBSITE
We’re delighted to announce that between February
and April 2017 we’ll be launching our brand new
series of Speak Out themed films and webpages, with
stories of churches and communities speaking out on
our themes and transforming their communities.
There will be the opportunity for you to let us know about exciting initiatives happening in your area,
and to start to think about what Speak Out might look like in your own context.
Last year through 10,000 Voices for Change you told us about the changes you wanted to see in the way
we work – we made a commitment to working with churches and communities to build relationships
through investing in the following seven themes:
• Flourishing Local Communities
• Doing Politics Differently
• Investing in Young People
• Health and Wellbeing
• Caring for Creation
• Building Global Friendships
• An Economy Driven by Equality
Look out for our updates on the Speak Out webpages, Facebook and Twitter.

Speak Out – Flourishing Communities
The Centipede Project was started to foster unity within an new union of two parishes, The Old Kirk and
St Andrews Muirhouse Parish Church in Edinburgh. Following a series of community consultations
driven by the new united parish, the project achieved a main grant from the Church of Scotland’s ‘Go
For It’ fund which would allow the project to work towards its objectives over an exciting three-year
period
The project has gained a lot of support from local individuals,
organisations and politicians and has changed the landscape of
Muirhouse with installations of outdoor play spaces and a series of
growing beds. The work created has been driven by the local community
and with a focus on growing our own and sustainability at the forefront of
recent projects, the feeling of empowerment and pride can be felt in the
area, especially at recent events like the Harvest Banquet with 100 local
residents enjoying a free three-course meal using intercepted and locally
grown food, whilst food poverty was highlighted through an art installation.
Is there a project happening in your church that helps local communities flourish? If there is we would
love to hear from you - get in touch via churchandsociety@churchofscotland.org.uk
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For your Amusement...
How many of the twenty-six books of the Bible did you find in our Hidden Books Puzzle
in the December magazine? Here are the answers highlighted for you.
Dear Sir/Madam
The Bible is a remarkable book. Within this letter there are 26 books of the Bible hidden. Can you find them all?
Have a go at it using a pen or pencil to highlight the ones you find.
The Bible was written by God, using many authors from all sorts of backgrounds, having many different jobs. God
tells us the story of his nation Israel and His son, Jesus christ,
making sure it has been preserved for us through the ages for us to read today.
The Bible outlines the right way to lead our lives, as well as containing many historical accounts. Moses led Israel
through the Red Sea, at the battle of Jericho trumpeters marched round the walls for seven days, Judea saw great
wars and captivity. Abishag gained David as a husband, the Pharisees would
act superior to everyone else, perhaps alms giving for example, but Jesus kept giving them a most stern rebuke.
Jesus also performed many miracles, after receiving the Holy Spirit upon his baptismal achievement, with his
first miracle being turning the water into wine for the
groom at the wedding, maybe it was a nice Spanish
Rioja? Mesopotamia was an important region in Biblical history with Ur and Babylon in that area, as was
Sudan I elsewhere read.
When studing the Bible it is helpful to look out for any Bible echo. Search for them whenever you read as you will
see some fascinating things, particularly when reading the letters to the various churches, or ecclesias. Testing
what you hear against the Bible is also very important to show if it is true, for example if someeone suggests Jesus
was born in Suez rather than Bethlehem, you would use the Bible to check its accuracy. The same applies if you
think Paul ate locusts, David played a banjo eloquently for Saul, Barnabas went on missionary work to Dijon, a
horse carried Jesus into Jerusalem or Lazarus died of swine flu, keep going back to the Bible as you can learn a
lot from answers to your questions. There is no need to put being academic ahead of everything else though as
Jesus said it is most important to love one another, in a humble spirit. Jesus gave his life for us and when we are
in a spiritual rut, his love will give us the comfort we need.
Sincerely, Rev. E. Lation
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For your Amusement continued...
How The Internet Started
In ancient Israel, it came to pass that a trader by the name of
Abraham Com did take unto himself a healthy young wife by the
name of Dorothy.
And
was a comely woman, large of breast, broad of
shoulder and long of leg. Indeed, she was often called
And she said unto Abraham, her husband, “Why dost thou travel
so far from town to town with thy goods when thou can trade without ever leaving thy tent?”
And Abraham did look at her as though she were several saddle bags short of a camel load, but he
simply said, “How, dear?”
And Dot replied, “I will place drums in all the towns and drums in between to send messages telling
about what you have for sale, and they will reply telling you who hath the best price and they wish to
buy your goods. The sale can be made on the drums and you will make delivery by Uriah’s Pony Stable
(
).”
Abraham thought long and decided he would let Dot have her way with the drums.
And the drums rang out and were an immediate success. Abraham sold all the goods he had at the top
price, without ever having to move from his tent.
To prevent neighbouring countries from overhearing what the drums were saying, Dot devised a system
that only she and the drummers knew. It was known as Must Send Drum Over Sound (
), and
she also developed a language to transmit ideas and pictures - Hebrew To The People
.
And the young men did take to
trading as doth the greedy horsefly take to camel dung. They
were called Nomadic Ecclesiastical Rich Dominican Sybarites, or
And lo, the land was so feverish with joy at the new riches and the deafening sound of drums that no
one noticed that the real riches were going to that enterprising drum dealer,
who bought off every drum maker in the land. Indeed he did insist on drums to be made that would
work only with
drum-heads and drumsticks.
And Dot did say, “Oh, Abraham, what we have started is being taken over by others.”
And Abraham looked out over the Bay of Ezekiel, or

as it came to be known.

He said, “We need a name that reflects what we are.”
And Dot replied, “Young Ambitious Hebrew Owner
Operators.”
“

,” said Abraham.

And because it was Dot’s idea, they named it
.
Abraham’s cousin, Joshua, being the young
Gregarious Energetic Educated Kid (
) that he
was, soon started using Dot’s drums to locate things
around the countryside.
This GEEK tool soon became known as God’s Own
Official Guide to Locating Everything
.
That is how it all began.
And that’s the truth.
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Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

POSITION

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

EMAIL

Minister

Rev Dorothy Granger

10 Seafield Drive,
Ardrossan KA22 8NU

01294 463571

DGranger@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerks

Stuart McMahon

93 Montfode Drive,
Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848

stuart@md93.co.uk

Mima McSwan

7 Springvale Street,
Saltcoats KA21 5LR

01294 602410

j.macswan716@btinternet.com

Organist, Rollkeeper
/ Data Protection & Stuart McMahon
Website

93 Montfode Drive,
Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848

stuart@md93.co.uk

Treasurer

Angus Dodds

16 Witches Linn,
Ardrossan, KA22 8NP

01294 464836

angusdodds@talktalk.net

Gift Aid Convenor

George Armstrong

46 Whitlees Court,
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867

g.armstrong18@yahoo.co.uk

Freewill Offering
Envelopes

Alistair Colquhoun

30 Sharphill Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5NP

01294 463628

Acting Property
Convenor

Mima McSwan

7 Springvale Street,
Saltcoats

01294 602410

j.macswan716@btinternet.com

Safeguarding
Convenors

Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street,
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

christene.ewing1@hotmail.co.uk

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine Editor /
Life & Work

Elizabeth McMahon

8 Kennedy Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net

Flower Convenors

Chrissie Baillie

40 Gladstone Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 463903

kiri40@talktalk.net

Emily Gaw

10 Diddup Drive,
Stevenston KA20 4AF

01294 464075

The Guild

Secretary:
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 464587

Keep Fit Group

Solveig McCulloch

17 Caledonia Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team

Phyllis Armstrong

46 Whitlees Court,
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Country Dancing

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

annehynd@aol.co.uk

ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: Convener: Rev Dorothy Granger
Members: Elders - Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Liz Clark, Mrs Moira
Cooper; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona
Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch; Mrs Elizabeth McCracken;
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; Mrs Jean Rainey;
Mr Willie Stark; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder).
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor).
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: Miss Mima McSwan
Members: Elders - Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox;
Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon; Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen
Hunter.
COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Members: Elders - Miss Alison Buick; Mr Gordon McMahon.
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).
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CHURCH & COMMUNITY:
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Members: Mr Willie Stark; Mr George Campbell; Mrs Edith
Murchie; Mr Archie McAllister; Mr Ian Martin; Mrs Emily
Gaw; Mrs Morag Forsyth
FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:
Members: Elders – Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green;
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay; Mrs Carol
Gilmour.
STEWARDSHIP: Convener: Mr Andrew Bruce
Members: Elders – Mr Alistair Colquhoun; Mrs Moira
Cooper; Mrs Pauline Reid; Mr Mitchell Darroch. Co-opted –
Mr Angus Dodds; Rev Dorothy Granger (as required).

Sunday Church Door Duty Rota

TEAM A

TEAM B

Mrs P Martin
Mrs E Green
Miss E Howie
Mrs E McCracken

Miss E Breakenridge
Mrs J Hay
Mrs L Clark
Mrs J Fox
Mrs M Hunter

TEAM C

TEAM D

TEAM E

Mrs F Liddell
Mr G Campbell
Mrs B McWilliam
Mrs V Bruce
Mrs M Forsyth

Miss M Paterson
Mrs M Cooper
Mrs E Gaw
Mrs C Morton

Mrs S McCulloch
Mrs M Cassidy
Mrs P Armstrong
Mrs E Murchie

DATE

TEAM

COORDINATOR

DATE

TEAM

COORDINATOR

Feb 5th

Team A

Mrs J Rainey

April 2nd

Team D

Mrs J Rainey

Feb 12th

Team B

Mrs A O’Hanlon

April 9th

Team E

Mrs A O’Hanlon

Feb 19th

Team C

Mrs C Gilmour

April 16th

Team A

Mrs C Gilmour

Feb 26th

Team D

Miss A Buick

April 23rd

Team B

Miss A Buick

Mar 5th

Team E

Mr A Dodds

April 30th

Team C

Mr A Dodds

Mar 12th

Team A

Mr A Macdonald

May 7th

Team D

Mr A Macdonald

Mar 19th

Team B

Mrs E McInnes

May 14th

Team E

Mrs E McInnes

Mar 26th

Team C

Mr G Armstrong

May 21st

Team A

Mr G Armstrong

FLOWER ROTA

FLOWER DISTRIBUTION

Feb 5th

Mrs M Harvey

Mrs E McInnes

Feb 12th

Mrs J Rainey

Mrs I Passway

Feb 19th

Mrs D Kirkhope

Mrs M Harvey

Feb 26th

Mrs M Cannon

Miss M Paterson

Mar 5th

Mrs Flynn

Mrs M Cassidy

Mar 12th

Mrs R Lee

Mrs P Reid

Mar19th

Mr A Macdonald

Miss A Buick

Mar 26th

Miss E Hunter

Mrs M Hunter

April 2nd

Mrs M Darroch

Miss E Breakenridge

April 9th

Mr A Colquhoun

Mr I Martin

April 16th

Mrs S Rainey

Mrs M Cooper

April 23rd

Mrs J Hay

Mrs S McCulloch

17

Life & Work: In the February edition......
‘A Movement, not a Programme’
The work of the Path of Renewal project, which is
nurturing a culture of discipleship in Church of
Scotland congregations.

MSPs and the Church
Irene MacKinnon reports
on the work of a pioneering
project bringing together local
people through their churches
with Members of the Scottish
Parliament.

A Spiritual Journey
Thomas Baldwin meets author and activist Alastair
McIntosh.

A Critical Lifeline
The Head of Oxfam Scotland,
Jamie Livingstone, offers a first hand account of the
food crisis in Malawi.9

Releasing Gifts
Jackie Macadam examines how congregations in
long-term vacancy maintain their Christian witness
and presence.

The ‘New Guild’
In the second part of our focus on the Church of
Scotland Guild, the changing face of the group at
Arbroath: St Andrew’s comes under the spotlight.

Keeping Watch Over Loch Awe
The Very Rev Dr Ian Bradley reflects on a beloved
architectural treasure in Argyll.
A Miraculous Escape
The Very Rev Dr Andrew McLellan considers the
messages drawn from the Bible accounts of Peter’s
times in prison.

Plus news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords –
all for just £2.50
Online visit us at www.lifeandwork.org for regular
news and exclusive features, or find us on Facebook
and Twitter.

CENTRAL TAXIS Kirkgate Craft Team
Ticking all the Business Boxes
Office Supplies & Furniture
IT Support & Services
Photocopiers
Design & Print
Website Development
Promotional Merchandise

www.activeoffice.co.uk Tel: 01563 524255

24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

• Wide range
of handmade
greetings cards
• Individual cards
made to order

7-seat people carrier
and 6-seat minibuses available

Telephone:
0500 340875 or 46 46 46

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall,
from 4pm-8pm

Open 7 Days

• Take Away •
• Home Delivery •
• Outside Catering •
10 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 469119

JOHN FORAN
Dentist

Mr J. Foran, B.D.S
31 Glasgow Street,
Ardrossan
KA22 8EP
Tel: 603468

The monthly magazine of
the Church of Scotland
Discounted annual subscriptions
available through the church

www.lifeandwork.org
Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
PARISH

CHURCH

www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Ask your local pharmacist:
You'll be taking good advice

David Robb Plumbing
All plumbing work
undertaken
Disabled Shower
Specialist

Gallagher Pharmacy
6 Central Ave, Ardrossan
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry
 01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre
 01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston
 01294 6464259

Tel: 01294 463060
Mob: 07810 566480

Gents’ Barber

3 Young Street, Ardrossan

Tel: Donna Dunlop
07874 365415

www.deedeescutz.co.uk

New & Used Car Sales,
Motability, Finance.
All Makes Service, MOT & Repair.
Ford Parts & Accessories.
Bodyshop Accident/Insurance
Repairs & Restorations.

Kerr Baillie
Sunnyside Nursery

Off Hazelgrove,
Kilwinning
Tel: 552113

DEE DEES
CUTZ

Ardrossan
01294 469124

• Flower Shop
• Garden Centre
• Nursery
• Greenhouse Agents
Flowers for all occasions
UK-wide delivery of our own bouquets
freshly made at Sunnyside

www.sunnysidenursery.co.uk

Fantastic deals on
Alton and Robinsons Greenhouses

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef
and Lamb Stocked
2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers
2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305 and 465019

ELECTRICAL
Scottish Building
Standards Approved

Arthur Robertson
Proprietor
Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic
• Industrial

Shuttle Buses Coach Hire
Evaluating, growing & nurturing,
aiding & enhancing independence

01294 537477

www.saltirehealthcare.co.uk
7 GLASGOW STREET, ARDROSSAN KA22 8EW

16, 24, 33, 49, 53 and 70-seater coaches for hire
For a free, no obligation quote call us on 01294 550757
or online at www.shuttlebuses.co.uk
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

THE FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE WITH
ESTATE AGENCY AND FINANCIAL ADVISORS
57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 464131
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
E-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·

Established 1935

Ayrshire Based Family Garage
•
•
•
•
•

Used Cars
Tyres
Exhausts
MOTs
Repairs

Peter Piper
Piping for all occasions
Weddings,
Burns Suppers
and Other
Celebrations

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan, Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654
Email:margo.paterson@virgin.net
www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Cavani’s STARKS
West End Cafe

Established 1902

• NEWSAGENTS • BOOKSELLERS •
• STATIONERS • TOBACCONIST •

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

29 Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EB
tel: 01294 607001 fax: 01294 606407

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

10 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats
Telephone: 463439

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

3 Lade Street Largs KA30 8AZ
tel: 01475 670555 fax: 01475 670555

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers
We sell over 200 varieties of
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets

24 Hour Service

Seabank Street
Saltcoats
Tel: 468238

Memorial Showroom
now open in Saltcoats

Sports & Rainwear
No. 1 FOR SPORT

(24 hour service)

Service and Rest Rooms
with ample private parking
Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans
Day and Night Service

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS
Tel: 01294 605977

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

