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From the manse …
At the time of writing, the country is fixated with Storm “Doris”
and with snow (and the threat of snow). Even although we
have not had any snow to speak of here in Ardrossan and
Saltcoats, when I browse Facebook I can see all the pretty
pictures my friends and family have posted from other parts of
Scotland.
Ever since I was little and first enthralled by the magic of
winter, fresh snowfall and the robin have been etched into my
mind as classic icons of this season (before Global Warming
brought milder winters, obviously!). While I am really not wild
about snow (yes it’s pretty, but it’s also wet and cold and inconvenient for travelling
anywhere) I love seeing a robin in winter. We have one who visits the garden, patiently
waiting his turn for the crumbs of fat ball the bigger birds drop down under the bird
table.
Yes, catching sight of a robin always makes me smile, because this little bird is a symbol
of hope, a reminder that spring is on its way.
The robin is also strongly associated with Christmas, taking a starring role on many
Christmas cards. This is partly due to an old British folk tale that seeks to explain the
robin’s distinctive breast. Legend has it that when Jesus was dying on the cross, the
robin, then simply brown in colour, flew to his side and sang into his ear in order to
comfort him in his pain. The blood from Christ’s wounds stained the robin’s breast, and
thereafter all robins got the mark of Christ’s blood upon them. So the robin is not just a
symbol of hope for warmer weather, he is also a symbol of the passion of Christ.
By the time you read this letter, we will be in the season of Lent – the time in the Christian
calendar that culminates in the passion of Christ: forty days in which we, as the people
of God, can rediscover hope, belonging, meaning, purpose and direction; forty days that
speak of the love of God for his children – for you and for me.
As Christians, we are called to be
visible reminders of the invisible
God. In these chilly and bitter times,
we demonstrate, in word and deed,
the warmth of the love of God in the
world.
Like the robin, we are symbols of
hope.
Blessings
Dorothy
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Church Diary

Pleased be assured of a warm welcome at all our services.
Tea & coffee served in hall afterwards

MARCH

APRIL

Friday 3rd
2.00 p.m.

Saturday 1st
10.00 a.m.

World Day of Prayer - Adelaide College, Saltcoats

Saturday 4th
12 - 3.00 p.m. Guides - Spring Fayre - Project Trust
in support of Lauryn Reid
Sunday 5th
10.45 a.m.
Monday 6th
7.30 p.m.
Tuesday 7th
7.30 p.m.

Monday 3rd
7.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

Guild - ABM followed at
Entertainment North Parish Church Choir

Guild - Behind the Kitchen Door - Janette Henderson

Tuesday 4th
7.30 p.m.

Presbytery meets in the church

Thursday 6th
10.30 a.m.
2.30 p.m

‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club

Sunday 9th
10.45 a.m.

Morning Worship - Palm Sunday

Presbytery meets in the church
‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club
Kirk Session Meeting

Saturday 11th
10 - 12 noon Craft Group - Coffee & Cards
Sunday 12th
10.45 a.m.
Monday 13th
7.30 p.m.

Morning Worship
‘Messenger’ & Life Work available for uplifting

Morning Worship
‘Messenger’ & Life Work available for uplifting

Thursday 9th
10.30 a.m.
2.30 p.m
7.30 p.m.

Sunday 2nd
10.45 a.m.

Joint Kirk Session Conference with Park Church
in West Kilbride Parish Church - lunch will be served

Thursday 13th
10.30 a.m.
Maundy Service of Communion
No Country Dancing

Morning Worship
Guild - My Love of Scotland - James Law

Tuesday 14th
7.30 p.m.
Friends of Guiding - Business Meeting

Sunday 16th
10.45 a.m.

Easter Sunday Service

Wednesday 19th
2.00 p.m.
Guild - Ardrossan Presbyterial Council
Kilwinning Old Parish Church - ABM

Thursday 16th
10.30 a.m.
7.30 p.m

‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club

Sunday 19th
10.45 a.m.

Morning Worship

Monday 20th
7.30 p.m.

Guild - BEETLE DRIVE

Details of Holy Week Services in Ardrossan
and Saltcoats will be printed in the weekly
intimation sheet and in next month’s
Messenger.

Wednesday 22nd
3.00 p.m.
Presbytery Business Committee Meeting
Thursday 23rd
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
2.30 p.m
Country Dance Club
Sunday 26th
10.45 a.m.

Monday 27th
7.30 p.m.

Morning Worship
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Mothering Sunday
Material required for ‘Messenger’
Guild - Victorian Nursery Rhymes - Cathie Mills

THE FOLLOWING ORGANISATIONS ALSO
MEET REGULARY EVERY WEEK
Sunday
Monday

10.45 a.m.
Creche & Sunday School
10.00 a.m.
Keep Fit Group
7.30 p.m.
The Guild
Tuesday
2.00 p.m.
*KA Leisure Aerobics
4.00 – 8.00 p.m.
The Craft Team
Wednesday
6.15 - 8.30 p.m.
*1st Saltcoats Girl Guides
Thursday
2.30 & 7.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club 		
Alternate weeks
* Outside organisations who use our premises

Thursday 30th
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m
Country Dance Club
2.00 p.m.
South Beach House Daffodil Tea
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Prayer Page

Contributed by Alison Buick

Loving God, when people who were ill came to Jesus they expected to be made
whole, now with all our pains and anxieties we pray for the blessing of your
touch and our hearts are heavy also with the handicaps and sufferings of others.
Forgive us for inflicting wounds and diseases on ourselves and on each other by
poverty, careless accident, deliberate risk and through the poisons we eat, drink
and breathe.
Give us strength to break harming habits and commitment to clear the earth of
pollution. When our sickness or the earth’s seem too much for our weakness,
remind us that your grace is all we need.
Loving God, we praise you for the gift of healing through nurses, doctors and all who minister to the
ill in home, surgery and clinic, hospital ward and theatre and especially we rejoice that in the Church
where your word is heard and obeyed you give new life for old.
But the praise will be loudest when we meet the needs of those who are so poor that they cannot speak
for themselves, people who are chronically sick, mentally or physically handicapped, old and frail.
Giving them the priority in our communities that they have in your kingdom.
Then there will be a health and wholeness about our life together, which will unite our praise and theirs
so that once more, on earth Christ will be glorified.
Extracted from Prayers by Tony Burnham and Graham Cook “Say One for me”

Prayer Focus from World Mission
God of power we come to you in weakness,
God of love we come to you in our ambivalence,
God who believes in us even when we doubt, we come.
Through your eyes we see the love that you have for each person.
We see their potential.
We see their important place in your Kingdom.
Jesus we know you are able.
Help us to be able too.
Give us faith in you, hearts that long for change and hands that are willing to be your change. Amen

Prayers for Mothering Sunday - 26 March 2017
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Church Register

From the Editor

FUNERALS:

Please note that the next edition of ‘Kirkgate
Messenger’ will be available on Sunday 2nd
April. It would be appreciated if material could
be handed in by Sunday 26th March at the very
latest.

“In my Father’s house are many mansions”

22.2.17		
Mrs Mary Skelton, Caledonia Care Home,
Saltcoats formerly of George Aitken Court,
Ardrossan							
Please feel free to email me at elizabeth.
			
mcmahon@talktalk.net with any interesting news
24.2.17						
or events that occur so that we can record them
Mrs Edna Lang, 10 Stanley Road, Ardrossan		
in future issues of ‘The Messenger’. A written copy
								
will be fine if you don’t use a computer.
27.2.17				
Mr William (Bill) McKay, 14 John Brogan Place		
Please also remember that if you would like a
Stevenston
printing job done whether private or church then
please do speak to me or Stuart and we will do our
best to accommodate your requirements.

Life & Work
If you like to subscribe to Life
& Work I will be happy to order
a copy for you.
Elizabeth McMahon, Editor
& Life & Work Convenor

Update from Dorothy
I went back to to see the doctor this morning 27 February) and he has signed
me off for another 3 weeks - until 20 March.
Although the viral infection has pretty much cleared up now, all the
coughing has badly affected my voice. Because I have a history of issues with
my voice, my GP has referred me straight to Speech Therapy. Unfortunately
there is no indication how long it will take for me to be seen. Last time, I was
seen pretty quickly (but that was over four years ago!) - hopefully it will be
the same this time around.
I would again like to extend my thanks to Rev James McNay (Interim
Moderator) and to Stuart and Mima who are holding the fort in my absence,
and to all those who are continuing to provide cover for service and funerals.
Please do give them all the help and support you can.
I also want to keep up with pastoral care issues while I am off, so please
continue to let Alison Buick (01294 464531) and Morag Forsyth (01294
463762) know when someone is in need of pastoral care or support.
And finally, my continuing thanks for the messages and the cards I appreciate them all.
Blessings Dorothy

Dear Dorothy
All your congregation
at Kirkgate wish you a
speedy recovery and
pray that you will be
back amongst us very
soon.
xx
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Congratulations
Best wishes and flowers were sent from the church to May Dunlop on the occasion of
her 95th Birthday on 11th February 2017.
May has been enjoying the comfort of Caledonia Care Home, Saltcoats now for
several years and we wish her many more happy years.

Letters of Appreciation
Thank you to everyone at Kirkgate for the beautiful flowers I received, they are very much
appreciated. Thanks also for all the texts, get well cards, emails and phone calls following
my stay in hospital. Thanks also to Alison for visiting me in hospital, it was a lovely
surprise. I am sure this has all contributed to my speedy recovery.
Moira Cooper.
Very many thanks to Kirkgate for the lovely flowers I received on the anniversary of John’s death. It was
a very kind thought and much appreciated.
Janette Cran.
Sincere thanks for the beautiful yellow roses I received when I was ill. They were much appreciated.
Margo Curtis
It makes such a difference when you’re feeling low and out of sorts then out of the blue a beautiful
bouquet of flowers appear to transform your mood. My sincere thanks to the church for giving me this
experience recently when I was not feeling at my best.
Alistair Colquhoun
Thank you so much for the lovely flowers.cards and and good wishes I have received since my accident,
I am recovering very well and hope to back in church soon.
Elizabeth McCracken
A belated thank you for the beautiful church flowers which I received to mark my retiral. It was very
thoughtful and much appreciated.
Jean Hay

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 2017
Already the ‘Box Ladies’ are wanting to let you know that the shoebox appeal for 2017
is already on the way with many of them taking the opportunity to purchase items on
sale whenever they see them.
If you would like to get a head start on your donations then please do try and
have a browse around any of the stores offering sale goods. You might be
surprised at how many items are out there waiting for you to snatch them up.

Have You Started Bargain Hunting Yet???
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What’s On - Please try to support these events
Senior Guides
Project Trust

Kirkgate Craft Team

Spring Fayre

Coffee & Cards

Kirkgate Church Hall
Saturday 4th March
12 noon - 3.00 p.m.

10am - 12 noon
in the Church Hall

In support of Lauryn Reid

A wide selection
of cards available

SATURDAY 11TH MARCH

Friends of Guiding
Coffee Morning
Kirkgate Church Hall

Kirkgate Guild

BEETLE DRIVE
Monday 20th March

SATURDAY 18TH MARCH

in the church hall
at 7.30pm

			 10.00a.m. - 12 noon
			Tickets: £2, Children £1

Tickets: £2

KIRKGATE CHURCH

South Beach House
Ardrossan

Sunday 26th March
at 10.45am

DAFFODIL TEA

You are invited to
Celebrate the Sacrament
of Holy Communion

Thursday 30th March
at 2.00 p.m.
Bakery Stall
Donations Welcome
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Kirkgate - Renovation Project
The recent in hunc effectum (special) meeting of
the Kirk Session held on 23rd February, was called
to discuss Phase 1 of the Renovation Project and
to approve the appointment of the recommended
contractor.
We were indebted to Mr Stewart Hamilton, of
Allied Scotland, who we have appointed as our
Project Manager, for his presence at the meeting
and for his considerable input to the discussions.
Phase 1 covers: Steeple, general stone work and
window repair/replacement including stained
glass installation.
It was a productive meeting, which gave those
present a chance to ask questions about the
renovation project and to express any concerns
they may have had. At the end of the discussions
a vote was taken with Kirk Session members
agreeing (one abstention) to approve the
appointment of the recommended contractor,
EBS Construction, to undertake Phase 1 of the
work. The total cost for this phase of the work is
estimated at £220,000. The proceeds from the
recent sales of various church properties will fund
this work.
With Kirk Session approval now in place, an
extract Minute has been forwarded to Presbytery
for approval at its March meeting.
If granted Presbytery approval a report will be sent
to the General Trustees for their concurrence.
As the Trustees and CARTA have been involved
at various stages in the planning of the project,
we are hopeful that the Trustees will grant us
permission to proceed.

If all approvals are granted
then ‘Testing Work’
will commence on the
stonework in April. By May,
contractors should be on
site and work (depending
on the weather) will take
approximately 24 weeks.
The sale of our surplus
properties, following the
Union, has given us a
tremendous opportunity to renovate our church
building, which has had very little financial
investment in the last decade. Phase 1 will help
ensure that the exterior fabric of our building
is made secure for the future. Phase 2 of the
Renovation Project needs to be agreed soon
and it will look at all the works required to the
interior of the church (including heating, seating
and redecoration), whilst Phase 3 will look at the
refurbishment and enhancement of our halls,
kitchen and meeting facilities. It is planned that
a meeting of the congregation will take place in
the not too distant future to allow all members
the opportunity to have their say on Phases 2 and
3, in what will be Kirkgate’s vision for the future.
Due notice of this meeting will be given and
we encourage all members to participate in the
discussions.
The Kirk Session thanks the Revd James McNay for
moderating the meeting and to Stewart Hamilton
for his clarifications.
Mima McSwan/Stuart McMahon

Kirkgate Craft Team
The team members would like to thank everyone for their continued
support. You are amazing customers and with your help we have been
able to donate a total of £1,700 to the church fabric fund during last year.
If you can, please come along to our Coffee & Cards
on Saturday 11th March - we’ll be open from 10.00
a.m.and bring along some friends. We will have Easter
cards on sale along with our usual selection of other
cards.
The Craft Team
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Property Report
CHURCH
Water was leaking from the Vestry boiler for a few weeks, and proving difficult to trace where the water
was coming from. The engineer eventually discovered that it was due to faulty plastic piping, and with
that being replaced the leak has stopped.
We also had a small but steady leak from one of radiators in the large hall. The engineer checked the
radiator over and on tightening the controls that leak has been stopped.
Several lighting tubes have required to be replaced and the problems within the gents have also been
resolved.
Grounds
Received a request to have a light installed that would illuminate the side gate area. This area is very
dark when entering from the side gate as the nearest floodlight has not functioned for some time.
The two main floodlights at the front of the church do not spread their beam sufficiently far to shed light
on that area. The session has agreed to have a new light installed just inside the gate area and to have
the floodlight replaced. This will lighten up the whole area and make it safer for members and visitors
approaching the hall entrance.
As I reported last month the side gate had received some rough treatment and
will not close now. Permission has been granted to obtain an estimate for repair
to the gate and I am now awaiting that estimate.
From the point of view of safety we need to lay another slab/or cement an area
at the inside of the side gate entrance. It is easy to miss your footing, especially
in the poor light or if you are assisting someone.
The area surrounding the slab path is not level and we will require to slab or
cement that area.
Mima McSwan

Sharon Travel with Park Church
Following the success of our ‘foray’ on Arran last year, we will continue to
journey nearer to home in September. Many of our regular pilgrims prefer
less time sitting on a coach!

Dunoon

On Saturday 23rd September 2017 we will leave Park Church and travel
via Loch Lomond and ‘Rest and Be Thankful’ (with lots of comfort stops)
to Dunoon to spend two nights at the Selborne Hotel on the seafront there.
On Sunday 24th we worship with the church of Scotland congregation, with an optional bus run in the
afternoon.
On Monday morning 25th we leave by ferry from Colintraive
by the Kyles of Bute and spend the day exploring Bute. An
optional extra will be a visit to Mount Stuart. Late afternoon, by
ferry, we return home by way of Wemyss Bay.
Places are available. Details from myself or Netta McConnell.
Open to all and, as usual, we welcome pilgrims from other
churches.
Ron Lavalette Tel: 466849
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The Guild
Our first meeting of the New Year was on Monday the 6th February when the Beith concert
party Pic ‘n’ Mix led by Mrs Margaret Turner came to entertain us with a lovely variety of
music and some poetry. There was a good turn-out and we all enjoyed the refreshments that
followed. Photographs on the page opposite.
One of the Guild projects is Christian Aid’s involvement in Bolivia which we heard about on
Monday 13th February. Kate Robinson told us how, through the work of the guild they have been able to supply
solar ovens to help with cooking.
Rev David Watson from Largs: Clark Memorial was our next guest and his talk about the Indian Wedding which
lasted a week. It was very interesting as he showed us the different things that took place every day.
Dates for your Diary
March
3rd Friday
World Day of Prayer - Adelaide College, Saltcoats - 2.00 p.m.
6th Monday
Behind the Kitchen Door - Janette Henderson
13th
My Love of Scotland - James Law
20th
BEETLE DRIVE - TICKETS £2
27th
Victorian Nursery Rhymes - Cathie Mills
30th Thursday Outing to Vikingar, Largs - Oklahoma. Meal before at Lauriston at 5.30 p.m.
Balance of £17 now due to Alison or Liz ASAP
April
3rd 7.00 p.m. AGM
7.30 p.m.
Entertainment provided by North Parish Choir followed by supper.
While we are nearing the end of the Session there are still some interesting meetings to come, so if you would like
to join us for any of them please feel free to do so - you will be made most welcome.
Elizabeth McMahon

MND Scotland - Cumbrae Cycle 2016
On behalf of the organising committee I should like to express our
grateful thanks to all who contributed to the success of the 2016
Cumbrae Cycle. The Grand Total was £18,275.67.
The total sponsor money collected was £16,095.92 and GIFT AID of £2,179.75 - so please encourage
your sponsors who are tax payers to sign up for gift aid - it is certainly very worthwhile.
This year will be the 30th Cumbrae Cycle, and it will take place on Sunday 1st October 2017 and the
success of this venture will once again be entirely dependent on the efforts of all our supporters. The
above sum would not have been possible without the help and support of so many people. Once again
many thanks for your contribution and continuing support.
Mary McKee, Kilwinning
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Guild Pic ‘n’ Mix Concert

Photos: Anne Hynd & Cara McMahon
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World Mission

Contributed by Alison Buick

The emphasis this month is on Fair Trade.This year the WM Council are running
a “prepared to go day” for anyone travelling as part of a church visit to partners
overseas. They are hosting a churches forum in Giffnock which will be of interest
to those with links in Malawi and in May there is a pilgrimage to Israel and the
occupied Palestinian territories to be led by Very Rev.Dr Andrew McLellan.
Using Fairtrade tea, coffee and sugar might seem simple but the people in e.g. Sri Lanka who
produce tea, face many complex challenges and include issues such as poor housing, poor
education, low wages and limited access to state healthcare. There is a huge range of Fairtrade
products for us all to enjoy many of which we were probably unaware of, e.g., jewellery, Cosmetics,
rubber gloves, laundry products, footballs, wine racks, flowers and there is even fairtrade GIN.
Congregations are being encouraged to become Fairtrade Churches,. There are 3 easy steps. Use
Fairtrade tea, coffee after services and in all meetings.
Move forward on other Fairtrade products such as sugar, biscuits and fruit and promote Fairtrade
during Fairtrade fortnight.
In 2015, social investing pioneer and cooperative, Oikocredit celebrated its 40th anniversary. It
remains guided by the principle of empowering people in low income countries.Those in need are
given an opportunity to create a path out of poverty through investment.
Extracted from World Misdsion February/March 2017

South Beach House

Contributed by Margaret Cassidy

We have had a good but quick month.
Sad to say we did not win the Youth Initiative at Ardrossan Academy, but
we were approached by the chair person from The Three Towns Growers
and they would like to take our front garden on as a project so not all was
lost. We also have a Garden company coming to bring our back garden
up to standard with flower beds and walkways around the centre sensory
garden, our Friends Group is financing this project.
A five-year plan for decoration is in place. This will include decorating bedrooms, corridors, lounges
etc., with probably some new TV’s and soft furnishings which could be also be funded by the Friends
Group.
We recently held a German themed day and the residents thoroughly enjoyed this, we are hoping to
hold a themed day every month with food and drink etc from particular countries.
We will be celebrating The World Day of Prayer on Friday 3rd March and then of course looking
forward to our Daffodil Tea on Thursday 30th March followed by Easter services and other celebrations
being arranged.

Humerous Signs
In the front yard of a Funeral Home: "Drive carefully. We'll wait."
At a Petrol Filling Station: "Thank heaven for little grills."
In a Podiatrist’s office:“Time wounds all heels.”
At an Optometrist’s Office: “If you don’t see what you’re looking for, you’ve come to the right place.”
In a Restaurant window: “Don’t stand there and be hungry, Come on in and get fed up.”
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Presbytery Report
Ardrossan Presbytery met on 7th February with
Rev James McNay deputising on behalf of the
Moderator, Rev Dorothy Granger.

Finance
Kilwinning Mansefield Trinity will receive a
reduction of £2000 in their M&M payments for the
installation of a new sound system.

Following the opening devotions, Rev Fiona Ross
gave a tribute to the late Rev Margaret Thomson,
Beith Parish Church will receive a reduction of
retired minister of the former Saltcoats New Trinity £3,000 in their M&M payments for the production
Church.
of outreach materials and equipment.
A letter of thanks had been received from Christian Funding of up to £5,000 was approved for the
Aid for the donation of £80.00 from Presbytery
accommodation that will be incurred on the
arising from the sale of the Frankincense donated twinning visit to Malawi in April 2017.
by Magnus Ross.
Dispensation to vary M&M payments was given to
Business Committee:
Kirkgate Parish Church and Dalry St Margaret’s.
Rev James McNay was formally appointed as
Interim Moderator of Kirkgate Parish Church due It was noted that 2016 allocations of the 5%
to Dorothy’s continuing illness. A Committee
Presbytery Ministries and Mission Reserve have
Remits booklet was distributed to every Presbyter. been inconsistently accounted for and that
congregations who have not reduced their 2016
Training for new Presbytery Elders and other
Ministries and Mission Contributions will be
interested Elders had taken place and was
advised by 121 directly that the amount may be
appreciated by those attending.
deducted from their 2017 contributions.
The result of the Overture under the Barrier Act –
Registration of Ministers was as follows:
No. of Presbyteries voting For - 32
No. of Presbyteries voting Against -13
Votes for approval – 1,400
Votes for disapproval – 630
This will now go to the General Assembly in May.
Two exploratory meetings have been held
with representatives from Irvine & Kilmarnock
Presbytery and Ayr Presbytery with a view
to discussing the future of Mission with the
combined Presbytery bounds. A conference
is proposed for the summer to discuss further
proposals.

Ministries & Superintendence Committee:
A review has taken place of the placement of Revd
Mandy Hickman, OLM at West Kilbride and it was
agreed that Mandy’s placement at West Kilbride
Parish be sustained for a further year.
Mission Committee:
Rev Mandy Hickman highlighted several national
events and projects coming up over the next
few months and encouraged congregations to
participate in them.

Food Bank Gig
Ardrossan Indoor Bowling Club
Friday 31st March, 7.30 - 11pm

Featuring Live Music from Simon Brett Band,
Sonny Daze & Restless Knights
www.ardrossanmusicexperience.com

ENTRY FEE: BAG OF FOOD

containing Tinned Mince, Tinned Stew, Tinned Chicken in
White Sauce, Tinned Carrots and Tinned Corn
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Kirk Session Report
The Kirk Session met on 9th February with Rev
James McNay, Interim Moderator in the chair.
An invitation has been received from Park
Church inviting our Kirk Session to join them for
a conference on 1st April, which will have Steve
Ainsworth, author of the “Invisible Church” report
as a guest speaker. Elders were encouraged to
make every effort to attend this event.
Information on the annual Heart & Soul event
in Edinburgh, and a Pastoral Care Conference
was also passed out, the latter of which was
recommended that we should attend - please
speak to Mima or Stuart if interested.
Finance:
The Treasurer presented the balance sheet for
the first 6 weeks of 2017. Sunday givings appear
to have dropped slightly, undoubtedly because
of the minister’s continued absence. Tax recovery
was finally received back in December 2016 which
was welcomed. The next round of tax recovery has
already been started. The budget for 2017 has still
to be set. M&M contributions should be reduced
slightly as the 5% Presbytery reduction hadn’t
been applied by Edinburgh last year.
A meeting will be arranged with Edith Scott,
Stewardship Coordinator, to update on last year’s
Stewardship campaign.
Hall charges and charges for the use of the church
were reviewed - rates will remain the same as last
year.
A new contract for energy supplies has been
negotiated by Edinburgh, which should bring our
gas bills down by approx 20% compared to the
current deal.
Safeguarding:
On checking records, it would appear that there
was no note of who had been appointed some time
ago to the Safeguarding Panel. This panel, which
is a legal requirement, should consist of at least
three people, and does not include the minister.
Margaret Cassidy and Mitchell Darroch agreed to
be part of this panel.

Any Other Business:
New CH4 Hymnbooks: 30 words-only hymn
books have been purchased, but we have received
additional money following another bereavement
for some more. Commemorative labels will
be printed in memory of Margaret & William
Haughton, and for Andrew Cluckie.
Communion Silver: There is some Communion
Silver stored in the Clydesdale Bank, Saltcoats
which is going to be closing down. Initially we will
request if they would be willing to transfer it and
continue to store it free of charge at the nearest
Clydesdale bank branch in Irvine. If that is not
possible we will explore other options for it.
There had been a request to hold a service of
worship in Seabank Nursing Home as we have
some residents there. The home lies within St
Cuthbert’s parish, and it was agreed to make
an initial request via Saltcoats Fraternal to see
if a worship rota could be set up, similar to
what happens at Abbotsford Nursing Home in
Ardrossan.

PASTORAL CARE

CONFERENCE
Saturday, 24 June 2017
The Vine Conference Centre,
Dunfermline
Ticket: £15
Booking: www.resourcingmission.org.uk/events
Exploring Pastoral Care - Why? What? & How?
A new Learn Conference to enthuse and inspire local congregations with a vision of Pastoral Care.
It will provide hands-on ideas for the first steps towards realising a vision of Pastoral Care,
including the creation of local Pastoral Care teams.
Come and join us for a day of exploration and discovery.

Learn
Connect : Resource : Inspire

www.churchofscotland.org.uk/learn
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God and Lawn Care
GOD:
Frank, you know all about
gardens and nature. What in
the world is going on down
there on the planet? What
happened to the dandelions, violets, milkweeds
and stuff I started eons ago? I had a perfect nomaintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any
type of soil, withstand drought and multiply with
abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms
attracts butterflies, honey bees and flocks of
songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of colours
by now. But, all I see are these green rectangles."
ST. FRANCIS:
"It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. The
Suburbanites. They started calling your flowers
'weeds' and went to great lengths to kill them and
replace them with grass."
GOD:
"Grass? But, it's so boring. It's
not colorful. It doesn't attract
butterflies, birds and bees;
only grubs and sod worms. It's
sensitive to temperatures. Do
these Suburbanites really want
all that grass growing there?"
ST. FRANCIS:
"Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow
it and keep it green. They begin each spring by
fertilizing grass and poisoning any other plant that
crops up in the lawn."
GOD:
"The spring rains and warm
weather probably make grass grow
really fast. That must make the
Suburbanites happy."
ST. FRANCIS:
"Apparently not, Lord. As soon
as it grows a little, they cut itsometimes twice a week."
GOD:
"They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay?"
ST. FRANCIS:
"Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it
in bags."
GOD:
"They bag it? Why? Is it a
cash crop? Do they sell it?"
ST. FRANCIS:
"No, Sir, just the opposite.
They pay to throw it away."
GOD:
"Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it
will grow. And, when it does grow, they cut it off and
pay to throw it away?"

ST. FRANCIS:
"Yes, Sir."
GOD:
"These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer
when we cut back on the rain and turn up the heat.
That surely slows the growth and saves them a lot of
work."
ST. FRANCIS:
"You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the
grass stops growing so fast, they drag out hoses and
pay more money to water it,
so they can continue to mow it
and pay to get rid of it."
GOD:
"What nonsense. At least they
kept some of the trees. That
was a sheer stroke of genius,
if I do say so myself. The trees
grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and
shade in the summer. In the autumn, they fall to the
ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture
in the soil and protect the trees and bushes. It's a
natural cycle of life."
ST. FRANCIS:
"You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have
drawn a new circle. As soon as the leaves fall, they
rake them into great piles
and pay to have them
hauled away."
GOD:
"No!? What do they do to
protect the shrub and tree
roots in the winter to keep
the soil moist and loose?"
ST. FRANCIS:
"After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy
something which they call mulch. They haul it home
and spread it around in place of the leaves."
GOD:
"And where do they get this mulch?"
ST. FRANCIS:
"They cut down trees and grind them up to make the
mulch."
GOD:
"Enough! I don't want to
think about this anymore. St.
Catherine, you're in charge of
the arts. What movie have you
scheduled for us tonight?"
ST. CATHERINE:
"'Dumb and Dumber', Lord.
It's a story about...."
GOD:
"Never mind, I think I just
heard the whole story from St. Francis"
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Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

POSITION

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

EMAIL

Minister

Rev Dorothy Granger

10 Seafield Drive,
Ardrossan KA22 8NU

01294 463571

DGranger@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerks

Stuart McMahon

93 Montfode Drive,
Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848

stuart@md93.co.uk

Mima McSwan

7 Springvale Street,
Saltcoats KA21 5LR

01294 602410

j.macswan716@btinternet.com

Organist, Rollkeeper
/ Data Protection & Stuart McMahon
Website

93 Montfode Drive,
Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848

stuart@md93.co.uk

Treasurer

Angus Dodds

16 Witches Linn,
Ardrossan, KA22 8NP

01294 464836

angusdodds@talktalk.net

Gift Aid Convenor

George Armstrong

46 Whitlees Court,
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867

g.armstrong18@yahoo.co.uk

Freewill Offering
Envelopes

Alistair Colquhoun

30 Sharphill Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5NP

01294 463628

Acting Property
Convenor

Mima McSwan

7 Springvale Street,
Saltcoats

01294 602410

j.macswan716@btinternet.com

Safeguarding
Convenors

Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street,
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

christene.ewing1@hotmail.co.uk

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine Editor /
Life & Work

Elizabeth McMahon

8 Kennedy Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net

Flower Convenors

Chrissie Baillie

40 Gladstone Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 463903

kiri40@talktalk.net

Emily Gaw

10 Diddup Drive,
Stevenston KA20 4AF

01294 464075

The Guild

Secretary:
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 464587

Keep Fit Group

Solveig McCulloch

17 Caledonia Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team

Phyllis Armstrong

46 Whitlees Court,
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Country Dancing

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

annehynd@aol.co.uk

ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: Convener: Rev Dorothy Granger
Members: Elders - Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Liz Clark, Mrs Moira
Cooper; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona
Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch; Mrs Elizabeth McCracken;
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; Mrs Jean Rainey;
Mr Willie Stark; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder).
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor).
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: Miss Mima McSwan
Members: Elders - Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox;
Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon; Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen
Hunter.
COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Members: Elders - Miss Alison Buick; Mr Gordon McMahon.
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).
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CHURCH & COMMUNITY:
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Members: Mr Willie Stark; Mr George Campbell; Mrs Edith
Murchie; Mr Archie McAllister; Mr Ian Martin; Mrs Emily
Gaw; Mrs Morag Forsyth
FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:
Members: Elders – Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green;
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay; Mrs Carol
Gilmour.
STEWARDSHIP: Convener: Mr Andrew Bruce
Members: Elders – Mr Alistair Colquhoun; Mrs Moira
Cooper; Mrs Pauline Reid; Mr Mitchell Darroch. Co-opted –
Mr Angus Dodds; Rev Dorothy Granger (as required).

Sunday Church Door Duty Rota

TEAM A

TEAM B

Mrs P Martin
Mrs E Green
Miss E Howie
Mrs E McCracken

Miss E Breakenridge
Mrs J Hay
Mrs L Clark
Mrs J Fox
Mrs M Hunter

TEAM C

TEAM D

TEAM E

Mrs F Liddell
Mr G Campbell
Mrs B McWilliam
Mrs V Bruce
Mrs M Forsyth

Miss M Paterson
Mrs M Cooper
Mrs E Gaw
Mrs C Morton

Mrs S McCulloch
Mrs M Cassidy
Mrs P Armstrong
Mrs E Murchie

DATE

TEAM

COORDINATOR

DATE

TEAM

COORDINATOR

Mar 5th

Team E

Mr A Dodds

April 30th

Team C

Mr A Dodds

Mar 12th

Team A

Mr A Macdonald

May 7th

Team D

Mr A Macdonald

Mar 19th

Team B

Mrs E McInnes

May 14th

Team E

Mrs E McInnes

Mar 26th

Team C

Mr G Armstrong

May 21st

Team A

Mr G Armstrong

April 2nd

Team D

Mrs J Rainey

May 28th

Team B

Mrs J Rainey

April 9th

Team E

Mrs A O’Hanlon

June 4th

Team C

Mrs A O’Hanlon

April 16th

Team A

Mrs C Gilmour

June 11th

Team D

Mrs C Gilmour

April 23rd

Team B

Miss A Buick

June 18th

Team E

Miss A Buick

FLOWER ROTA

FLOWER DISTRIBUTION

Mar 5th

Mrs Flynn

Mrs M Cassidy

Mar 12th

Mrs R Lee

Mrs P Reid

Mar19th

Mr A Macdonald

Miss A Buick

Mar 26th

Miss E Hunter

Mrs M Hunter

April 2nd

Mrs M Darroch

Miss E Breakenridge

April 9th

Mr A Colquhoun

Mr I Martin

April 16th

Mrs S Rainey

Mrs M Cooper

April 23rd

Mrs J Hay

Mrs S McCulloch

April 30th

Mrs M Hunter

Mrs M Darroch

May 7th

Mrs R Buyers

Mrs E McCracken

May14th

Vacant

Mrs P Armstrong

May 21st

Mrs Campbell

Mrs J Hay
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Life & Work: In the March edition......
Church and Play
Jackie Macadam learns about Godly Play, a
different approach to working with children in the
Church
A Life of Service
Jackie Macadam meets writer and storyteller Irene
Howat
‘You Feel More Dead than Alive’
Thomas Baldwin meets a young minister aiming
to end the stigma around mental illness
‘I Know How You Feel’
Three contributors explain why offering sympathy
to those suffering chronic or long-term illness
is better than trying to empathise with their
condition
A Time for Reflection
Ron Ferguson considers the place of Lent in
today’s turbulent world.

A Changed and Changing
Environment
The Rt Rev Dr Russell Harr
highlights the lessons to be learned
from the innovative farming
communities of Perthshire.
Sacred Space on Your Desktop
The Very Rev Albert Bogle explains why the
internet can be a touching place for the presence
of God
Opening Doors
In the final part of his series, the Very Rev Dr
Andrew McLellan considers an unlikely escape
from prison
Plus news, reviews, letters, registers and
crosswords – all for just £2.50
Online visit us at www.lifeandwork.org for regular
news and exclusive features, find us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter @cofslifeandwork

CENTRAL TAXIS Kirkgate Craft Team
Ticking all the Business Boxes
Office Supplies & Furniture
IT Support & Services
Photocopiers
Design & Print
Website Development
Promotional Merchandise

www.activeoffice.co.uk Tel: 01563 524255

24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

• Wide range
of handmade
greetings cards
• Individual cards
made to order

7-seat people carrier
and 6-seat minibuses available

Telephone:
0500 340875 or 46 46 46

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall,
from 4pm-8pm

Open 7 Days

• Take Away •
• Home Delivery •
• Outside Catering •
10 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 469119

JOHN FORAN
Dentist

Mr J. Foran, B.D.S
31 Glasgow Street,
Ardrossan
KA22 8EP
Tel: 603468

The monthly magazine of
the Church of Scotland
Discounted annual subscriptions
available through the church

www.lifeandwork.org
Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
PARISH

CHURCH

www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Ask your local pharmacist:
You'll be taking good advice

David Robb Plumbing
All plumbing work
undertaken
Disabled Shower
Specialist

Gallagher Pharmacy
6 Central Ave, Ardrossan
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry
 01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre
 01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston
 01294 6464259

Tel: 01294 463060
Mob: 07810 566480

Gents’ Barber

3 Young Street, Ardrossan

Tel: Donna Dunlop
07874 365415

www.deedeescutz.co.uk

New & Used Car Sales,
Motability, Finance.
All Makes Service, MOT & Repair.
Ford Parts & Accessories.
Bodyshop Accident/Insurance
Repairs & Restorations.

Kerr Baillie
Sunnyside Nursery

Off Hazelgrove,
Kilwinning
Tel: 552113

DEE DEES
CUTZ

Ardrossan
01294 469124

• Flower Shop
• Garden Centre
• Nursery
• Greenhouse Agents
Flowers for all occasions
UK-wide delivery of our own bouquets
freshly made at Sunnyside

www.sunnysidenursery.co.uk

Fantastic deals on
Alton and Robinsons Greenhouses

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef
and Lamb Stocked
2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers
2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305 and 465019

ELECTRICAL
Scottish Building
Standards Approved

Arthur Robertson
Proprietor
Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic
• Industrial

Shuttle Buses Coach Hire
Evaluating, growing & nurturing,
aiding & enhancing independence

01294 537477

www.saltirehealthcare.co.uk
7 GLASGOW STREET, ARDROSSAN KA22 8EW

16, 24, 33, 49, 53 and 70-seater coaches for hire
For a free, no obligation quote call us on 01294 550757
or online at www.shuttlebuses.co.uk
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

THE FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE WITH
ESTATE AGENCY AND FINANCIAL ADVISORS
57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 464131
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
E-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·

Established 1935

Ayrshire Based Family Garage
•
•
•
•
•

Used Cars
Tyres
Exhausts
MOTs
Repairs

Peter Piper
Piping for all occasions
Weddings,
Burns Suppers
and Other
Celebrations

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan, Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654
Email:margo.paterson@virgin.net
www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Cavani’s STARKS
West End Cafe

Established 1902

• NEWSAGENTS • BOOKSELLERS •
• STATIONERS • TOBACCONIST •

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

29 Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EB
tel: 01294 607001 fax: 01294 606407

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

10 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats
Telephone: 463439

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

3 Lade Street Largs KA30 8AZ
tel: 01475 670555 fax: 01475 670555

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers
We sell over 200 varieties of
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets

24 Hour Service

Seabank Street
Saltcoats
Tel: 468238

Memorial Showroom
now open in Saltcoats

Sports & Rainwear
No. 1 FOR SPORT

(24 hour service)

Service and Rest Rooms
with ample private parking
Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans
Day and Night Service

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS
Tel: 01294 605977

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

