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How good and pleasing it is to see the light of each day.
Celebrate every year of your life.
Ecclesiastes 11: verse 7
Dear Friends,
Can you Adam and Eve it? By the time you read this
we’ll be in March already. Our daffodils are out, the
crocuses were up around the turn of January and our
shrubs are putting on the growth that is normally
reserved for later in the Spring. It seems we’re all
getting fed up with winter and wishing for spring to
arrive. We get a bit disappointed when the weather
man or lady says the temperatures are falling again
when we expect the worst to be over.
We are always looking forward or back, always wanting
another time, but the one we are in at present.
I have a wry smile as I type this for I remember one of
the first little ‘thoughts for today’ I brought you way
back at the start of my locumship (if there is such a
word) was about ‘time’.
We were looking at the prospect of another year before
us and how we would view that. Wistfully or with joy.
Wistfully, for as we get older time seems to fly, or with
joy as we wave the old year goodbye and with it all the
ills of the day. We pray for a new beginning; a fresh
start. However we look at it, time is finite and is always
seen as the foe. ‘Time and Tide wait for no man’, we say.
For many reasons we can end up wishing for more
time or for time to hurry up and pass so we can get
on with the rest of our life. Maybe when we are in a
season of illness or struggle time drags and the tunnel
has no light at the end and, then again, when we are
celebrating a wedding or looking forward to a break
and a time of holiday it shoots past so fast. How time
flies when you’re having fun.
I said I had a wry smile because if you are looking for a
busy person you can point to me. It’s not that I want to
be that busy, but things just seem to crowd in and need
done. My personality must be very purpose driven. If
something is to be done I want it done now for I might
think I’ll put it off and be under pressure later. Maybe
you are a bit like that and you end up at bed time
thinking “what have I actually achieved today for all
that thrashing about”.
That verse in Ecclesiastes 11 just serves to remind
us to look around us occasionally, to slow down and
take things a bit more leisurely. To hear the bird song,
see the tide and waves lapping on the rocks, smell the
flowers not just the first coffee of the day.
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Jesus reminded us that
we should live in the
moment and savour it,
with thanksgiving to God
that we have been given
another day of life. He tells us in Matthew 6 verse 34
not to worry about tomorrow for it will come with its
own challenges and the past is past there is nothing we
can do about that. No! just appreciate the time we are
in for it is a precious gift from God. The past is history,
the future is a mystery, today is a gift called the present.
I need to take my own advice here. so let us ask
ourselves then, what things prevent us from celebrating
each precious moment and if we see time as the great
enemy how are we going to tame it in our lives?
Psalm 118:24 says that ‘This is the day that the Lord
has made, let us celebrate and rejoice in it.’ You see
Christians have literally all the time in the world for we
live in Christ and He is eternal, ever lasting and beyond
our finite world.
Doing too much will inevitable bring failings in quality
of delivery and I suspect that does little to Glorify our
God, but choosing your endeavours with care and
attention and giving over the proper thought and time
honours God and those we seek to serve.
So, if you see me rush past you in the street, or even in
church, please put your hand out and slow me down or
stop me for I, along with many others, need to get that
sense of perspective back and a balance of life’s work
and rest that God desires for us.
Prayer: We remember all You have done for us Lord God
and we trust in You at all times for the things you will
do. Help us rejoice in the present, Your precious gift of
life in the here and now. Help us every day to know, love
and serve You and to delight in Your goodness.
Amen
Every blessing
Brian

This is the day that the Lord
has made,
Let us rejoice and be glad in it

Church Diary
MARCH
Sunday 3rd
10.45 a.m.
12 noon

Monday 4th
7.30 p.m.
Tuesday 5th
7.30 p.m.

APRIL
Morning Service
Short time of Prayer
‘Messenger’ & Life & Work available
for uplifting
Guild - Missionary Work in Peru - Cecily Maclagan
Presbytery meets in the Hall

Thursday 7th
10.30 a.m.
2.30 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club
Additional Kirk Session Meeting

Sunday 10th
10.45 a.m.
Monday 11th
7.30 p.m.

Thursday 4th
10.30 a.m.
2.30 p.m.

‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club

Sunday 7th
10.45 a.m.

Morning Service
Final Collection of Easter Eggs for foodbank
12 noon
Short time of Prayer
2.00- 4.30 p.m. Safeguarding Training
‘Messenger’ & Life & Work available
for uplifting
Guild - AGM
George & Michael entertain & Supper

Guild - South African Big Cats & Birds - Andy Shand

Tuesday 9th
7.30 p.m.

Presbytery meets in the Hall

Thursday 14th
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club
7.30 p.m.
Regular Kirk Session Meeting
Saturday 16th
10-12noon
FRIENDS OF GUIDING COFFEE MORNING
Sunday 17th
10.45 a.m.

Morning Service

Monday 18th
7.30 p.m.

GUILD - AUCHENHARVIE CHOIR & BAND

Wednesday 20th
3.00 p.m.
Presbytery Business Committee
Thursday 21st
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
2.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club

Thursday 11th
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club
Saturday 13th
11.00 a.m.
EASTER OUTREACH PRAISE MORNING
in front of the Church weather permitting
Sunday 14th
10.45 a.m.

PALM SUNDAY FAMILY SERVICE

Details of joint Holy Week Services in next month’s magazine
Thursday 18th
10.30 a.m.
Maundy ‘30 Minute’ Service
Assembly of Daffodil Cross
No Country Dance Club
Sunday 21st
8.00 a.m.

10.45 a.m.

Early morning service at
Montgomerie Crescent Bandstand
Breakfast served in Kirkgate hall afterwards
EASTER MORNING SERVICE
Tea/Coffee Hot Cross Buns served afterwards

FISH TEA AND QUIZ NIGHT
Morning Service
Guild - Silver Jewellery Demo - Susan Montgomerie

Wednesday 27th
7.15 p.m.
Bible Study Group
Thursday 28th
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club
Sunday 31st
10.45 a.m.

Guild - Island Adventures, Stuart McMahon

Morning Service

Wednesday 13th
7.15 p.m.
Bible Study Group

Sunday 24th
10.45 a.m.
Monday 25th
7.30 p.m.

Monday 1st
7.30 p.m.

Monday 8th
7.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 12th
7.30 p.m.
Friends of Guiding Business Meeting

Friday 22nd
7.00 p.m.

Pleased be assured of a warm welcome at all our services.
Tea & coffee served in hall afterwards

Morning Worship -Sacrament of Holy Communion
Retiring Collection for EMMS
Mothering Sunday
Material required for ‘Messenger’

THE FOLLOWING ORGANISATIONS ALSO
MEET REGULARY EVERY WEEK
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

10.45 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m.
2.00 p.m.
4.00 – 8.00 p.m.
6.15 - 8.30 p.m.
2.30 & 7.30
Alternate weeks
12.30-2.00

Creche
Keep Fit Group
Guild
*KA Leisure Aerobics
The Craft Team
*1st Saltcoats Girl Guides
Country Dance Club
CHANA Lunch

* Outside organisations who use our premises
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Prayer Page

Alison Buick

Recognising Christ is Among Us
Loving God, we are here in the name of Christ
We come to bow our heads, to lift up our hearts, and to offer you our
praise
We come to confess Jesus Christ as Lord, to enthrone him in our lives,
and to offer him our commitment.
We come to seek his will, to hear his word, and receive his blessing
Loving God, we praise you for all you have done through Christ – his
revelation of your great love and glory, his obedience and faithfulness
even to the Cross itself, his victory over death and exaltation to your side,
his promise to come again as King of kings and Lord of lords.
Help us as we worship to recognise Christ is here amongst us.
Help us to glimpse your glory through him, to hear his voice , to feel his love through our fellowship, and to see more clearly where we can serve him in the needs of our world.
Help us to bear his name faithfully, and live each day to the glory of his name.
AMEN

Prayer Focus
Almighty God, whose glory is beyond the clouds: far above the highest mountain top yet
surrounds us every day ; every where, we praise you for the wonderful world you have created in
which you have set us.
Teach us to care for one another and for all creation responsibly and lovingly.
Teach us to live in your righteousness, that all the earth and its peoples may flourish.Let us be
agents of your great transformation, being and becoming your faithful people, as we follow
Christ our Lord.
AMEN
Taken from WM February/March 2019

I do not ask to walk smooth paths nor bear an
easy load
I pray for strength and fortitude to climb the
rock-strewn road
Give me much courage and I can scale the
headiest peaks alone
And transform every stumbling block into a
stepping stone

We are on this earth for a short time
and true friends make it an enjoyable journey
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Church Register
FUNERALS:
“In my Father’s house are many mansions”
20/2/19

Mrs Anne Jack, Montgomerie Court, Saltcoats

25/2/19

Mrs Elizabeth McNeillie, 14 Middlepart Crescent

		Saltcoats						
4/3/19		
Mr Jack Halliday, 15 Central Avenue, Ardrossan
							

A Mother’s Love
Mothers have a special way
Of saying, 'I love you',
A love that God has given them,
A love that will hold true
For Mothers sacrifice so much,
Providing for the home,
Creating there an atmosphere
That reflects God's love alone.
© By M.S.Lowndes

From the Editor
Please note that the next edition
of ‘Kirkgate Messenger’ will be
available on Sunday 7th April.
It would be appreciated if material
could be handed in by Sunday 31st
March or earlier.

Recordings of Church Services
As you may be aware, most weeks we record our Sunday
Services onto a USB memory stick. We can provide a
dedicated player to anyone who wishes to listen to the
services – we have around 20 available, or you can plug the
stick into a computer and listen to the mp3 file in one of your
music players (eg iTunes, Windows Media Player etc).
These players can be plugged in, or
once charged up, can be used with
their built-in rechargeable battery. All
you need to do is plug the memory
stick into the side of it, and switch
the unit on, and the service will play
automatically. All we ask is that when
you receive the following week’s
service on a new memory stick, that
you return the previous one so that
it can be re-used. If you would like
to receive recordings of our services,
then please drop a note to either
Mima or Stuart and they’ll get you
added on to the distribution list. And remember, that the
services are also available on the church website at
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk.

Please feel free to email me at
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net
with any interesting news or events
so that we can record them in the
next edition of the ‘Messenger’. A
written copy will be fine if you
don’t use a computer.
Please also remember that if you
would like a printing job done
whether private or church then
please do speak to me or Stuart and
we will do our best to accommodate
your requirements.

Life & Work
If you would like to subscribe to
Life & Work, I can increase the
order at any time and will be happy
to order a copy for
you.
Elizabeth McMahon,
Editor of ‘Messenger’
& Life & Work
Convenor
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Letters of Appreciation
My heartfelt thanks to all at Kirkgate for the
stunning flowers which brightened up our home.
They were much admired by family and friends.
Also, I really appreciated your tireless support
in the form of visits, prayers, telephone calls and
messages. Your care and kindness mean a great
deal to me.
Morag Forsyth
Mr Ian McNeillie wishes to express his thanks for
the lovely flowers and expressions of sympathy
he received after the passing of his wife Elizabeth.
They were very much appreciated.
Many thanks for the lovely flowers I recently
received from all at Kirkgate. They were very
much appreciated after my stay in hospital.
Marellen McEvoy

I would like to thank the church
for the lovely flowers we received
recently after my long stay in hosptial.
It was nice to see and have a chat to
Ian who delivered them.
Nancy & Rodger McBride
Thank you for the beautiful yellow & white roses
and alstomeria I received from Kirkgate and for
the good wishes that came with them. They were
much appreciated.
Aileen Aitken
This is a belated thank you for the lovely flowers
we both received after my recent fall and Jim’s
sad loss of his sister Jessie. They were much
appreciated and greatly lifted our spirits at the
time.
Sheila & Jim Rainey

CHURCH & COMMUNITY GROUP
Dates for your diary:
Friday 22nd March - 7.00 p.m. - FISH TEA & QUIZ
			
The tea will be served first and then the quiz. Tickets costing £5.00 are now on
			
sale from members of the committee. Mrs Margaret Cassidy, Mr Andrew Bruce,
		
Mr George Campbell, Mrs Edith Murchie, Mr Ian Martin, Mrs Morag Forsyth
Saturday 13th April -11.00 a.m. - OUTREACH PRAISE MORNING at the front of the church, 		
			
weather permitting but if necessary in the church hall. This will be a service of
			
Praise, readings/poems. There will be Coffee and Hot Cross Buns to follow at the
			
cost of £1.00.
See further information on the ‘What’s On ‘Page
We hope that you will be able to support both these events
and we look forward to welcoming you.
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We have chosen EMMS
International as the charity
we will donate our retiring
collection on Communion
Sunday 31st March. It is a
Christian international healthcare charity founded
in 1841. EMMS International works with partners
in India, Malawi and Nepal to improve health and
healthcare, and facilitates respite for people in
Scotland with serious illnesses.
How EMMS International began
In 1841, a group of doctors formed the Edinburgh
Association for Sending Medical Aid to Foreign
Countries to “circulate information on medical
mission; help other institutions engaged in the same
work and assist as many Missionary stations as their
funds would permit.”
The name was changed in 1843 to The Edinburgh
Medical Missionary Society – a name which lasted
until 2002 when it was split into two separate
Charities - EMMS International and The Nazareth
Trust.
EMMS International and Dr David Livingstone
It is our great privilege to count Dr David Livingstone
among our earliest members.
On 4 March 1858, the General Committee of the
Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society unanimously
resolved to add Dr David Livingstone’s name to the
list of Corresponding Members of the Society.
Even then, David Livingstone was an inspiration to
the organisation. At a breakfast meeting arranged
in his honour the Scottish explorer and medical
missionary shared of his travels and medical
endeavours among the African population. The
minutes record the event as “a notable occasion
in our history - bringing before us a real medical
missionary - a true man raised by Providence for a
great purpose.”
This relationship with Livingstone continued until
his death, in Africa, in 1873. Dr Livingstone continues
to be an inspiration to EMMS International. We
continue in the footsteps of Livingstone, and those
like him, who sought to bring improvements in
healthcare along with Christian compassion to some
of the world’s poorest communities.

Easter Eggs
As part of our Easter
Outreach we have once
again decided to have
a collection of Easter
Eggs for the Ardrossan
Foodbank, these can be
brought to the church anytime up to Sunday
7th April. We hope that you will respond to
this appeal in your usual generous manner.
Your gifts of financial support, time,
business partnership and food can make a
real difference. The foodbank relies on your
goodwill and support. Over 90% of the food
distributed by foodbanks is donated by the
public – that’s why your food donations
are absolutely vital to our ability to give
everyone referred to us a balanced and
nutritious three day supply of food. They
are in desparate need of tinned stew, mince
or chicken. If you are in a position to help
then donations can be taken directly to the
foodbank in the Church of the Nazarene in
Glasgow Street, Ardrossan or handed in to
any of the local supermarkets, along with the
Three Towns Dental Centre and Cards etc,
both located in Dockhead Street.
More information on the Food Bank website
at www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk

Daffodil Cross
An appeal please for daffodils for
the Cross which we will assemble on
Maundy Thursday.
They can be
brought to the
church between
Sunday 14th April
and Thursday 18th
April and again
we look forward
in anticipation to
your donations.
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Property Report

Mima McSwan

Manse
I am delighted to report that tenants will be occupying the manse from Thursday, 7 March 2019.
I had hoped that our progress towards letting the manse would have been shorter, but that was
not to be. The house is in very good condition and I trust that the tenants will find it a joy to live
in.
Church
My apologies to all concerned for the upset within the kitchen over the past couple of weeks.
The broken pipe in the auto fill urn caused considerable damage to the contents in some of the
cupboards and unfortunately, we were obliged to dispose of a good many of the items.
With all the cupboards and drawers emptied we have taken the opportunity to thoroughly clean
and disinfect them along with all the surrounding areas in the kitchen.
Majority of the remaining items have been placed back into their respective cupboards. You will
find additional containers in the cupboards, and I would ask that you please check that a
container is securely closed before returning it to the cupboard. All food should be enclosed in a
container – loose food should not be left lying in the cupboard.
My thanks to Mary Stewart for her willing assistance in the clearing and cleaning of the kitchen.
Phase 2
With the Kirk Session approving Phase 2 of the renovation project, the Session Clerk, has
forwarded an extract minute to the Presbytery Property Convener, Mr Ken Welsh. We pray that
Presbytery will approve our request and that will then enable us to approach CARTA/General
Trustees for their formal approval and any assistance they can provide to us.

Prayer Group

Margaret Cassidy

On the first Sunday of every month the Prayer group meets
after the morning service and is now being led by Margaret
Cassidy. Please email Margaret at m-cassidy2@sky.com, or fill
in one of the small prayer slips located in the hallway, if you
would like prayers said for someone, or if you cannot attend
the meeting.

Linked Hands
COMMUNITY, CHAT, COFFEE AND CAKE AT
ARDROSSAN PARK CHURCH
1.30PM – 3.00PM

2019 DATES
First Friday and
Third Wednesday

Linked Hands is to be enjoyed by all, including anyone living
with dementia or experiencing difficulties with their memory, Wednesday 20 March
including their families and friends. We welcome people who
Friday 5 April
can attend independently - those unable to do so should come
Wednesday 17 April
with a companion who can take responsibility for them and
share the experiences of the group.

202018 DAT2

We are unable to provide transport therefore it is your responsibility to get to and from this
community activity, safely. Our activities are only possible due to the commitment of our
volunteers. A suggested donation of £2 would be very much appreciated. For more information
contact: TANYA WEBSTER, 01294 538903
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RENOVATION PROJECT UPDATE
Letter about Refurbishment
Dear Friends,
As I’m sure you are aware, following the completion of the work to the externals of the
church building, consideration has been taking place as to the internals and phase two of the
refurbishment project. Phase two, particularly relates to the internals of the church sanctuary and
includes heating, lighting, repairs to the roof and redecoration.
Recently, the boiler for the church (which is separate to the halls and is over 50 years old) was
condemned which is why Sunday Worship has had to be held in the hall. This development has
meant that beginning the work of phase two has become more urgent as replacing the heating
system has a knock-on effect for other parts of the refurbishment and it makes sense to do
everything together.
The project manager, Stewart Hamilton, came up with two schemes to replace the heating system
with one which is modern and efficient and up to 21st century standards. Both schemes required
the removal of the pews in the downstairs section of the Sanctuary and so the Kirk Session was
faced with the decision as to whether to reinstate the pews or to opt to replace the pews with
chairs. Obviously, this had previously been discussed at a meeting of the congregation nearly 2
years ago, but the fact the pews had to come out regardless was new and the Kirk Session had to
take this into account.
Following a lengthy Kirk Session Meeting on 10th February, the Session took the decision that the
pews should be removed and replaced with chairs and that the current heating system would be
replaced preferably with underfloor heating which is efficient and would bring a cost saving in
the longer term.
I’m sure that the decision to remove the downstairs pews will disappoint some of you, but please
be assured that this decision was not taken lightly by the Kirk Session. The Session are well aware
of the sentimental and historical reasons for keeping the pews, but felt at this time that replacing
the pews with seating would create a more flexible space that could be used in different ways for
worship but also encourage use of the church throughout the week.
The next stage is to ensure that funds are in place to ensure that this phase of the refurbishment
goes ahead as soon as possible.
Yours in Christ,
James
When Church Clerks Dream...
Full church?
Not surprising.
Warm church?
Not beyond the realms of possibility.
Maintenance all up to date?
I could believe that.
Lots of money?
I can imagine that happening.
Kirk Session meeting finishing early?
Ridiculous!!
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The Guild

Elizabeth McMahon, Photographs Anne Hynd

Our first speaker of the New Year was Christine Ewing showing us slides of her holiday
adventures in India in 2018 - she brought along Elizabeth Howie as her technical assistant
and we thank them both very much for an entertaining evening.
Next we had Margaret Cassidy who gave us a most informative talk on the Crossreach Project - ‘Join the
Dots’ which deals with loneliness and isolation.
While attendance at the Beetle Drive was lower than expected we still enjoyed an evening of fun and
hilarity. The runaway winner was Margaret Darroch, visitor Marie McLaughlan and Liz Clark were
runners up and the Booby prize went to Fiona Liddell see the pictures below.
Chrissie & Jennifer took part in the World Day of Prayer at the North Parish Church on Friday 1 March, the
theme was ‘Come - Everything is Ready’ and was written by christian women of Slovenia.
Tickets costing £4 are now on sale for the concert by Auchenharvie Choir and Band on Monday 18th
March at 7.30 pm.
Dates for your diary
Mar

4		
11		
18		
25		
30
Sat
			
			
April
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Missionary Work in Peru - Cecily Maclagan
South African Big Cats & Birds - Andy Shand
FUNDRAISER - AUCHENHARVIE ACADEMY CHOIR & BAND - TICKETS £4
Silver Jewellery Demonstration by Susan Montgomerie
Largs Operatic, Matinee performance at 2.30pm of ‘Sister Act’’, Vikingar, Largs
Bus leaves from Lauriston Hotel, Ardrossan at 1.15pm returning there for our
meal afterwards.Cost for 2 course meal and bus will be £20 payable now.

1		
Island Adventures - Stuart McMahon
8 7.00pm AGM - Please note the earlier start.
7.30 pm George & Michael will entertain followed by light supper

What’s On - Please try to support these events

Friends of Guiding

FISH TEA & QUIZ NIGHT

Cream Tea

Friday 22nd March, 2019
at 7.00pm

SATURDAY 16th MARCH
Kirkgate Church Hall

10am - 12 noon

Tickets: £5

Tickets: £2, Children £1

Proceeds to church funds

KIRKGATE CHURCH

Sunday 31st March
10.45am
You are invited to
Celebrate the Sacrament
of Holy Communion
Retiring Collection
in aid of EMMS –
see info on
another page in
this magazine

Outreach
Praise
Morning

Saturday
13th April, 11am
in front of the
church building*
(*weather permitting)

Kirkgate Guild
presents

Tickets: £4

(including refreshments)

AUCHENHARVIE
ACADEMY
CHOIR & BAND
Monday 18th March, 7.30pm

WANTED
DO YOU HAVE ANY GOOD AS NEW
UNWANTED DECORATIVE GARDEN
PLANTERS OR HANGING BASKETS THAT
YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECYCLE?

Elizabeth & Cara McMahon are
planning ahead for the plant stall at
James McFarlane School, Ardrossan.
If you would like to recycle your
planters please ring Elizabeth
on 01294 464428 to make
arrangements for collection.
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South Beach House
The House has had a few
celebrations over this past four
weeks, we have held a Burns
Supper, Chinese New Year and
then not one but two Valentine
Dances.
The Mackies, Stuart Faulds,
Mary Stewart and St Cuthbert’s Guild also
entertained us and the residents thoroughly enjoyed
everything singing, dancing, food etc.
Arlene one of our long time night carers also retired
and we had a buffet lunch for her which again the
residents enjoyed.
On two occasions the mini bus took some of the
residents to Dalry Trinity Church for their
Monday Club and twice to Park Church for Linked
Hands. So we have been out and about a little.
Our Customer Excellence Assessment was held on
26th February so hopefully we pass this once again.
February is such a short, quick month and already
with the mild weather of late it feels as if Spring is
already here with the little snowdrops, daffodils and
crocus showing their colours. Let’s hope it continues
and we’re not in for a return to the colder weather
later in the month.
Margaret Cassidy

Chana - Care & Share
ARE YOU HOMELESS, HAVE YOU BEEN HOMELESS
OR ARE YOU VULNERABLE TO HOMELESSNESS?

EVERY FRIDAY KIRKGATE CHURCH HALL 12.30 - 2.00 P.M.
The Care & Share Lunch Club formally opened on Friday 14 September, with volunteers
coming from various areas within the Presbytery bounds. It may take a few weeks
to establish itself in the local area but it is encouraging to see some regular people
attending since it started. We trust it will provide the help and support that some
individuals are seeking.
The hall will be open from 11.00am for the volunteers to prepare the soup, fillings for the
sandwiches and set up the hall. From 12.30 to 2.00pm we will be open to any who may
wish to share in a supportive non-judgmental fellowship, develop new friendships and
also gain access to various local agencies/services and activities (if they choose to).
If you have given this worthwhile project thought and may consider helping but are not
sure, please come along one Friday and give it a try – you will be made very welcome.
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Kirk Session

Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

The Kirk Session met in January and again in February. We have agreed
that the Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday 31st
March, Sunday 30th June, Sunday 29th September and Sunday 1st December.
The retiring offering in March will be for EMMS International (a Christian
international healthcare charity), and in June it will be for Kirkgate.
Permission was given to the Church and Community Group to hold a Fish
Supper and Quiz on Friday 22nd March, and to the Craft Group to hold a
Coffee/Cards Morning on Saturday 2nd March.
There will be an outreach praise service at the front of Kirkgate on Saturday
13th April between 11am and 12 noon weather permitting.
Time was spent looking at the Parish Profile which is sent to any ministers interested in coming to
Kirkgate, and also in deciding what sort of person we would like to have as our minister. We feel
that it is important to have a person whose preaching is based on the Bible, who has a pastoral
concern for people and will join in the social side of the church. We would also like someone who
is a good communicator, has a pioneering spirit, is approachable, and who has a vision. Please
continue to pray that such a person will be called to come and work with us.
There continues to be a varying attendance at Care and Share lunches. For some of those who
come it is more about the fellowship than the food, and we now have some games available for
them.
It is our turn to send a representative to the General Assembly this year, and Jennifer Fox will represent us. We hope that Jennifer enjoys her week there, and look forward to hearing from her in
due course.
At our special meeting in February we looked at the proposals for Phase 2 of our refurbishment.
As the boiler has now been condemned the need for a replacement heating system is urgent. It
will be necessary to remove the pews downstairs to take out the old heating system, and after
considerable discussion it was decided that we would not replace the pews, but would take the
opportunity to have chairs. This will be a much more flexible arrangement, and we hope that
more use will be made of the space in the future. We will also be repairing the plaster and then
redecorating. New lighting will be installed and also a new audio system, and three pews will be
removed from the back of the balcony to give a better view of the stained glass window. A safety
barrier will need to be erected there. We will now begin to look at possible sources of funding for
this work.
It was agreed that Brian, our Locum, should work for two days a week as well as leading Sunday
morning worship. He has had a lot of funerals in recent weeks, and this increased time means
that he can do more pastoral visits.

We try to meet once every two weeks and we are using a very helpful book –
100 stand-alone Bible Studies by Penelope Wilcock. It provides us with a Bible
reading, a commentary, a selection of questions for discussion and a prayer.
It is hoped that as time goes on the role of ‘leader’ will be shared by all who feel
happy in taking a more active part in the group. It is an open hour and we can
all learn something from each other and from their experiences.
Our next meeting is at Kirkgate on Wednesday 13th March from 7.15pm to 8.15 and it is an
enjoyable hour, so please, if you can spare the time – come along and join in.
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Treasurer’s Report

Jean Rainey, Treasurer

The balances of Accounts as at 17th February 2019 are as follows:
General Account £42,628.67
Fabric Account

£17,640.73 of which £10,000.00 is earmarked for the sound system.

Session Discretionary Fund £4,392.68 of which includes £3,412.17 of the Minister’s Benevolent
Fund.
Knoxland Fund

£4,697.02

Cottage Account £6683.94 made up of:
Mrs Reid £3,376; Organ £1,853;Hymn Books £238; Bequests £1,500
The amount collected by standing order and cheque for the month of January was £1,684.
The amount collected through the plate for the month of January was £2,211.
We may appear to have a large sum of money in our General Account but please remember that
we have a monthly standing order to pay to Edinburgh for our M&M payments of £4,198.70 and
Locum salary, travel and costs to pay throughout the year not counting all the surprise costs and
regular bills.						

World Mission

Alison Buick

In this edition of WM we are encouraged to think about what changes
we could make in our lives that could have a positive effect. It could
be where we choose to shop, who we financially support or even how we think about our
individual contribution to climate change. We hear from two of our former Mission Partners as
they reflect on the blessings and challenges they encountered while serving with the World
Mission Council. In Malawi, they faced the difficulties in getting the government to reimburse for
medical services and in Egypt they faced communication problems.
Jessie Fubara–Manuel’s scholarship student who has recently graduated with a Master of Science
degree in world Christianity from Edinburgh University talks about her Faithshare Family. She is
continuing her studies researching the role of faith for women with disabilities and HIV in
Nigeria.
Carol Finlay recently took part in a panel discussing the ethics of aid and she shares some key
points about conscientious giving. Fairtrade fortnight is coming up and Rachel Farey the
business manager of the One World Shop on Princes Street in Edinburgh describes how recent
changes at Traidcraft have affected the shop. They were threatened with closure but fortunately
that did not happen and they will continue to supply their products to the shop.
Understanding our role in climate change is another issue and the time has come for us to think
about why and how we should care
for creation. There is increasing
concern from partner churches
about changing rainfall patterns,
drought, crop failure, flooding and
storms. Adrian Shaw the Climate
Change Officer for the Church of
Scotland encourages us to think
about these things.
WM February/March 2019
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For Your Amusement.....

Spot 11 Differences
When Zacchaeus Met Jesus

Can yohue
solve tes?
puzzl
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Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

POSITION

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

EMAIL

Interim Moderator

Rev James McNay

The Manse, Goldenberry
Avenue, West Kilbride

01294 823186

JMcNay@churchofscotland.org.uk

Locum

Mr Brian Murray

19 Snowdon Terrace,
West Kilbride KA23 9HN

01294 822272

brian.murray100@btinternet.com

Session Clerk

Vivien Bruce

57 Dockers Gardens,
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113

Deputy Session Clerk

Mima McSwan

7 Springvale Street,
Saltcoats KA21 5LR

01294 602410

Organist, Rollkeeper,
Data Protection, Website

Stuart McMahon

93 Montfode Drive,
Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848

stuart@md93.co.uk

Treasurer

Jean Rainey

12a Caledonia Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5AE

01294 464933

garthwinning@gmail.com

Gift Aid Convenor

George Armstrong

46 Whitlees Court,
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867

g.armstrong18@yahoo.co.uk

Freewill Offering
Envelopes

Alistair Colquhoun

30 Sharphill Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5NP

01294 463628

Acting Property
Convenor

Mima McSwan

7 Springvale Street,
Saltcoats KA21 5LR

01294 602410

j.macswan716@btinternet.com

Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street,
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

christene.ewing1@hotmail.co.uk

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine Editor / Life &
Work

Elizabeth McMahon

8 Kennedy Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net

Flower Convenor

Chrissie Baillie

40 Gladstone Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 463903

kiri40@talktalk.net

The Guild

Secretary:
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 464587

annewyliehynd@gmail.com

Keep Fit Group

Solveig McCulloch

17 Caledonia Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team

Jean Hay

18 West Doura Avenue
Saltcoats KA21 5NS

01294 469986

jeanhay@btinternet.com

Country Dancing

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Safeguarding Convenors

sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE:
Co-ordinators Mrs Evelyn Green & Mrs Jennifer Fox
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Liz Clark, Mrs Moira Cooper;
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam;
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder);
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); and Mrs Elizabeth
McMahon
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: Miss Mima McSwan
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon;
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.
COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Miss Alison Buick; Mr Gordon McMahon;
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).
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CHURCH & COMMUNITY:
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mr George Campbell; Mrs Edith Murchie;
Mr Ian Martin; Mrs Morag Forsyth
FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey;
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell. Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis
Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay; Mrs Carol Gilmour.
FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mr Alistair Colquhoun; Mrs Moira Cooper.

Sunday Church Door Duty Rota

TEAM A

TEAM B

TEAM C

TEAM D

TEAM E

Mrs P Martin
Mrs E Green
Miss E Howie
Mrs E McCracken

Miss E Breakenridge
Mrs J Hay
Mrs L Clark
Mrs J Fox

Mrs F Liddell
Mrs B McWilliam
Mrs V Bruce
Mrs M Hunter

Miss M Paterson
Mrs M Cooper
Mrs C Morton
Miss F Wright

Mrs S McCulloch
Mrs M Cassidy
Mrs P Armstrong
Mr D MacLeod

DATE

TEAM

COORDINATOR

DATE

TEAM

COORDINATOR

Mar 3rd

Team D

Mr A Dodds

Apr 28th

Team B

Mr A Dodds

Mar 10th

Team E

Mr A Macdonald

May 5th

Team C

Mr A Macdonald

Mar 17th

Team A

Mrs E McInnes

May 12th

Team D

Mrs E McInnes

Mar 24th

Team B

Mr G Armstrong

May 19th

Team E

Mr G Armstrong

Mar 31st

Team C

Mrs J Rainey

May 26th

Team A

Mrs J Rainey

Apr 7th

Team D

Mrs M Forsyth

June 2nd

Team B

Mrs M Forsyth

Apr 14th

Team E

Mrs M Cassidy

June 9th

Team C

Mrs M Cassidy

Apr 21st

Team A

Miss A Buick

June 16th

Team D

Miss A Buick

FLOWER ROTA

FLOWER DISTRIBUTION

Mar 3rd

Mrs Flynn

Mrs E McCracken

Mar 10th

Mrs R Lee

Mrs P Armstrong

Mar 17th

Mr Macdonald

Mrs J Hay

Mar 24th

Miss E Hunter

Miss C Ewing

Mar 31st

Mrs M Darroch

Mrs C Morton

Apr 7th

Mr A Colquhoun

Mrs I Smith

Apr 14th

Mrs S Rainey

Mrs E McInnes

Apr 21st

Mrs J Hay

Mrs I Passway

Apr 28th

Mrs M Hunter

Mrs M Harvey

May 5th

Mrs R Buyers

Mr D MacLeod

May 12th

Mrs W Sneider

Mrs M Cassidy

May 19th

Mrs Mildred Campbell

Miss A Buick

May 26th

Mrs E Green

Mrs M Hunter
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Life & Work: In the March edition......
Healing the Wounds
The role of the Church in healing division
‘My Life Was Changed’
The life and faith of John Sturrock QC, mediator with
Place for Hope
Ministry of Fathers
The work of a charity bringing together dads and their
children
Westminster, Confessions and the Church
The Rev Dr Donald MacEwan highlights a conference
to examine the Westminster Confession of Faith
The BB and the Rhema Foundation
A young BB’s visit to Romania
Doing as Jesus Did
The Rt Rev Susan Brown urges us to treat everyone
with equal respect

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range
of handmade
greetings cards
• Individual cards
made to order
Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall,
from 4pm-8pm

The Powerless are Not
Forgotten
The Rev Richard Baxter
explains why the
powerless are not ignored
or neglected by God
A Church in ‘Little Scotland’
The work of a Church
of Scotland south of the
Border
Plus news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords
Online visit us at www.lifeandwork.org for
regular news and exclusive features, find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @cofslifeandwork

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome
7-seat people carrier
and 6-seat minibuses available

ARDROSSAN
Telephone:
DENTAL
0500 340875 or 46 46 46 CARE

31 Glasgow Street
Ardrossan
KA22 8EP
Tel: 603468

Financial Services Scotland Ltd is a team of fully qualiﬁed wealth advisers based in North Ayrshire. We specialise in:

Investments - Pensions - Life Insurance - Mortgages - Home Insurance - Inheritance Tax Planning (not regulated by the FCA)

Tel: 01294 539267 www.fsscotlandltd.co.uk
YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
Our typical fee for mortgage advice is £495. Financial Services Scotland Limited act as a credit broker not a lender.

Financial Services Scotland Ltd is an appointed representative of Personal Touch Financial Services Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA)

CHANA
Churches’ Homelessness Action North Ayrshire
KIRKGATE CARE & SHARE
We aim to provide Soup and
Sandwiches and our presence in
the Kirkgate every Friday starting
on 14th September from 12.30pm
to 2pm for those who are homeless.
THINKING OF SELLING OR LETTING?
To arrange a convenient appointment,
please call or email us today
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For further information contact
CHANA on 07585 665751

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Ask your local pharmacist:
You'll be taking good advice

DEE DEES
CUTZ

David Robb Plumbing
All plumbing work
undertaken
Disabled Shower
Specialist

Gallagher Pharmacy
6 Central Ave, Ardrossan
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry
 01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre
 01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston
 01294 6464259

Tel: 01294 463060
Mob: 07810 566480

Gents’ Barber

3 Young Street, Ardrossan

Tel: Donna Dunlop
07874 365415

www.deedeescutz.co.uk

Used Car Sales
Finance Available
All Makes Service, MOT & Repair
Bodyshop Accident / Insurance
Repairs & Restoration

Kerr Baillie

Ardrossan
01294 469124

Sunnyside Nursery
Off Hazelgrove,
Kilwinning
Tel: 552113

• Flower Shop
• Garden Centre
• Nursery
• Greenhouse Agents
Flowers for all occasions
UK-wide delivery of our own bouquets
freshly made at Sunnyside

www.sunnysidenursery.co.uk

Fantastic deals on
Alton and Robinsons Greenhouses

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef
and Lamb Stocked
2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers
2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305 and 465019

Workwear
IT & Software
Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk

tel. 01563 524255

Arthur Robertson
Proprietor
Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic
• Industrial

Italian Restaurant
Since 1985

Supplies & Janitorial
Office Furniture

Copiers & Printers

Scottish Building
Standards Approved

Cecchini’s

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

Print & Promotional

ELECTRICAL

Cecchini’s Ayr
72 Fort Street
Ayr KA71EH
01292 263607

www.cecchinis.com

Cecchini’s Ardrossan
Clyde Marina
5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA
01294 471700
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

THE FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE WITH
ESTATE AGENCY AND FINANCIAL ADVISERS
57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 464131
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
E-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·

Established 1935

Established 1994

PAUL
Stevenson
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Ayrshire Based Family Garage
•
•
•
•
•

Used Cars
Tyres
Exhausts
MOTs
Repairs

29 Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001
3 Lade Street, Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555
Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654
www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

24 Hour Service
Golden Charter
Funeral Plans
Memorial Showroom
now open in
Saltcoats

Cavani’s STARKS
West End Cafe

Established 1902
Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers
We sell over 200 varieties of
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets
Closed every Tuesday

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

• NEWSAGENTS • BOOKSELLERS •
• STATIONERS • TOBACCONIST •

• Take Away • Sit In
• Home Delivery
• Outside Catering

10 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats
Telephone: 463439

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors
For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

New Business: Open 7 Days

Seabank Street
Saltcoats
Tel: 468238

Email: lyscott2000@yahoo.co.uk

10 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 469119

Sports & Rainwear
No. 1 FOR SPORT

(24 hour service)

Service and Rest Rooms
with ample private parking
Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans
Day and Night Service

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS
Tel: 01294 605977

Peter Piper
Piping for all occasions
Weddings,
Burns Suppers
and Other
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619
Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

