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[lite/ace 

IT has been a pleasure to prepare this Booklet, which 
marks the Centenary of ST. J OHN'S CHURCH OF SCOTLAND,. 
ARDROSSAN. 

This Church of ours is one of many, some older, some 
younger, which in one small corner of one small country 
have transmitted the living message of the Gospel. We· 
have done this for a hundred years only; but the Christian 
Church is nearly 2000 years old, and is world-wide. 

That which is great has in it the seeds of greatness. Not 
weighted with its past, but armed with it, the Church meets 
the surely unprecedented challenge of the time. We recall 
the faithful dead, not that we may brood, but that we may 
be brave. We re-people our Church with clouds and 
shadows only that we may re-people it with living men and 
women. For those who were the past pillars of our Church, 
if to earthly eyes they are anything insubstantial, are clouds. 
of zvitnesses, who being dead yet speak the truth which 
saved them, and which can save us. They rouse not regrets, 
but resolution, transmitting a living faith. We look to the 

- rock whence we were hewn, that we 'may run with the 
greater patience the race that is set before us. The Christ 
Who has given meaning to the lives of sixty generations. 
does H e not hold the meaning of our life? 

For any inaccuracies which may appear, or any omissions 
of possibly well-known names, I apologise. It only remains. 
for me to express my thanks to the friends who have helped 
me: amongst others, to Miss Thomson, Mrs Gemmell and 
Miss Connell for information imparted from time to time; 
to Mr John Barclay and Mr George Gillespie for always 
ready help '; and to Mr J ohn Beggs for his sketch of the 
work of the Sunday School. We are extremely indebted 
to .Mr John Hunter for the by no means inconsiderable 
trouble which he undertook in obtaining the various photo
graphs in somewhat difficult conditions; and to Mrs 1. M. 
Hogarth , whose drawing of the Church appears on the cover. 

DAVID O. GALBRAITH. 
ST. JOH 's MANSE, 

ARDROSSAN, 5th September, 1944 . 
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ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, A 

W E are celebrating, in this year 1944, the Centenary 
of our Church, which has completed a long record 
of work and witness to the most worthy things in 

life. It is our hope, in writing these pages, that the members 
and friends of the congregation may find in them some 
interest. Much more, it is our prayer that the inspiration 
of the past may create inspiration for the future." Familiarity 
with great minds shapes greatness in our own." The men 
and women who have upheld our Church mayor may not 
have been great-who shall judge? But they were sincere 
and they were faithful. May they, as we recall their work, 
inspire us to a like faithfulness! 

Especially could we have wished that in these celebra
tions we might have been joined by the sons and daughters 
of the Church now on service. But the time is not quite 
yet. Instead, it shall be ours to offer them upon their 
return a living and friendly fellowship. Even to this end 
our celebrations may be used if, having looked to the rock 
whence we were hewn, we show ourselves " people of the 
rock ." For" Ardrossan," which means" a rocky height," 
is a good place for Christians, if only they live up to it,s 
meaning, and mind high things with a flint-like det~r. 
mination! 

ARDROSSAN, 1844. 

Thirty years before our story opens Ardrossan was little 
more than a hamlet, with a few workmen's houses and an 
occasional dwelling where Glasgow and Montgomerie 
Streets now are. But it grew apace. The harbour had 
been begun, and in common with many other towns in the 
first half of the nineteenth century Ardrossan entered upon 
a period of industrial expansion. Docks were built, ship
yards founded, and from being a mere adjunct to the town 
of Salt coats Ardrossan became an industrial town in its 
own right. Glasgow Street was built with, in the matter 
of width, remarkably modern taste and foresight; and a 
canal was projected which would carry sea traffic direct 
to Glasgow, up Barr Street past our present church. It 
did not materialise; but Ardrossan throve, none the less, 
and it is not surprising that about 1840 the need of churches 
began to be felt. 
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THE DISRUPTION. 

But it was not to be a Church of Scotland tha t our 
spiritual fathers built. It was a " F ree" Church . It was 
not that those who came out with the" Disruption " were 
against Sta te recognition, which is what we have in the 
Church of Scotland of to-day. They were against State 
p atro'l'Iage, the election of ministers by the Sta te. More
over, our " Free" forebears were evangelical in temper , 
and largely progressive in politics. It was a group of such 
men who met on 11th J anuary, 1844, to form the Ardrossan 
F ree Church. 

BEGINNINGS. 

They met in the Schoolhouse, Princes Lane, under the 
chairmanship of Mr Wm. Hunter, of Montfode, Mr Ford 
being treasurer and Mr P aterson, teach er, secretary. They, 
with nine others, formed the Committee of the Free Church, 
elected by a general meeting of those sympathetic to the 
cause. The grass did not grow under their feet , for by 
J anuary, 1845, the first church, situa ted in Glasgow Street , 
the site of the present Co-opera tive buildings , was in use. 
It was a " modest building," erected a t a cost of £308, and 
it is interesting to learn tha t , for some reason , they were 
not allowed to make it like a church ; though a " house 
of God," it must appear to be like a human dwelling. Yet , 
literally, the grass had grown under the feet of the congre
gation, for, prior to their having a church of their own, 
they met for worship on the Castle Hill ; Agnes McCormack, 
a grandmother of one of our present members, has handed 
down this reminiscence, unmentioned in church records. 

THE FIRST MINISTER. 

In 1845 Mr J ohn Hogarth , aft erwards Provost , became 
treasurer and Mr Tait secretary; but the need for a regular 
minist ry was being felt , and in 1846 the Rev. John Stewart 
received a unanimous call , beginning a long ministry of 
forty years, which ended only with his death. The minister's 
marriage in 1848 suggested the need for a manse, Mr Stewart 
having so far lodged in the house of Mr McIntyre, one of 
the first elders, and grandfather of one of our oldest members, 
Miss Thomson . In 1850 the present manse was begun, 
placed on what was then open country beyond the Toll
house, and it is surprising to read tha t it cost only £342 , 
a striking testimony to the change a century has made in 
the value of money! 
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THE EARLY YEARS. 

Meanwhile the Free Church was well upon its way. A 
Day School was opened in 1847, the fees being 3s 6d to 4s 6d 
per month, and the same year the first elders were elected: 
John Chalmers, Wm. Hunter, Colin McIntyre and Robert 
Carson. John Hogarth was the first deacon. "The 
Committee of the Free Church" then voluntarily disbanded, 
having served three years exactly to a day. 

We may enter that old and modest building in Glasgow 
Street only in imagination, for no glimpse of its interior has 
come down to us. But echoes of the calibre of the spiritual 
life nurtured therein do faintly resound. Church life was 
much more strict than to-day, and the Session more powerful. 
Unsatisfactory members are summoned, and appear, before 
the Session; children of non-members are not baptised; 
non-attendance involves the withdrawal of the" privileges 
of the Church." And interest is more than parochial: 
petitions are sent to Parliament by the Session "against 
Sabbath work in the Post Office in London," and other 
"scandals." In 1850 the Session is deeply concerned by 
" the state of religion in the land" ; but in 1860 a Revival 
took place, and we find a resolution of gratitude" for the 
work of God 's grace in the district." The membership in 
this year was 145. 

THE NEW CHURCH. 

By 1847 the cost of the first church had been fully met, 
and by 1854 that of the manse also. But by 1855 the 
Deacons' Court, with the spirit of progressiveness and faith 
which shines out of these records, are looking for a site for 
a new place of worship. It was first found in Princes Street, 
on ground belonging to Provost Barr; but the terms being 
unsuitable the present site, then open to the sea, was taken . 
The architect of the new church was Mr Campbell Douglas, 
of Glasgow, and its cost is said to have been £2200. As 
only £276 was obtained by the sale of the old building in 
Glasgow Street, the task which the congregation had set 
itself was no easy one. For it was not a wealthy congre
gation; ordinary church collections at this time amount 
to only £70 per annum. Yet by 1866 the debt is more than 
cleared, partly by means of several special collections, 
partly by subscriptions over this period from individual 
members. And during this time the needs of the greater 
world outside have not been forgotten . We find offerings 
sent to "the distressed in Lancashire," "in Chicago," 
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"the Blantyre Calamity Fund," and other needy causes. 
This is a record upon which we of to-day may look back with 
pride. 

SMALL AND FORGOTTEN THINGS. 

This is but a brief sketch, and one must leave out many 
small events which, if dwelt upon, would be seen to have 
an interest of their own. There is the day which our church 
observed, "of humiliation for the cattle p lague"; days 
of thanksgiving "for an abundant harvest" ; the old 
Glasgow Street Church bell, which found its way to the Free 
Church at Hurlford, being sold for £5 more than it cost; 
the complaint, in 1851, of the " unseasonable hours" to 
which Deacons' Court carries its deliberations, and its own 
resolution "that all business transacted after 10 p .m. be 
null and void," which the Presbytery denounced as a motion 
" quite incompetent"; and the amusing reply of the Court 
to this: " that , while submitting to the Presbytery, they 
adhere to the intention of their resolution ." (Do we, behind 
this, h ear the echo of the feminine voice, more potent than 
Presbyteries?) In 1873 we have the firs t mention of hymns 
in public worship; in 1884 the Fast Day services of the 
Saturday and Monday of the Communion week-end were 
discontinued and the Preparatory Service substituted; in 
1885 the older "tokens" are replaced by Communion 
cards; and in the following year the congregation relin
quished the old custom of " sitting at the Psalmody." 

- AND MATTERS OF GREATER MOMENT. 

But this last change was the herald of greater changes 
in the manner of worship. In 1887 Mr Goodwin, iron
founder, offered a harmonium, " if the people would use it. " 
The congregation accepted, by 188 votes against 50. It is 
remarkable that in matters which, in many churches 
throughout the country, produced disputes and divisions, 
the Ardrossan Free Church made all its changes quietly. 
This applies to both Unions, in 1900 and 1929 ; it applies 
also both to the introduction of instrumental music, which 
we are now noting, and to the installation of a pipe organ, 
which took place ten years later. This mayor may not 
always be a good thing; we simply note it as a fact. 

About this time considerable changes were made in the 
fabric of the church. 1883 saw the building of the gallery, 
in which, for some time afterwards, the choir sat ; and in 
1889 the church was enlarged and the present halls built 
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at a cost of £1500. A sale of work run by the ladies at this 
time realised £330, and by 1891 the debt had been reduced 
to. £220. From this time on , except for the pulpit and the 
wmdows, the church was very much as it is to-day. 

"THE OLD ORDER CHANGETH." 

But buildings last longer than men, and in 1886 the 
Rev. John Stewart died, the pastor, up to the end , of his 
first and only charge. A panel, to commemorate his 
faithful work , was presented to the church by his family 
and placed in the vestibule of the church, where it still is. 
The new minister was the Rev. Allan Cameron, of St . 
Columba's F ree Church, Govan. His ministry , full of vigour 
and fresh ideas, brought the membership up to the highest 
point it had reached; and when he went to Inverness in 
1892 the church was most reluctant to let him go. In 
December of that year the Rev. R. M. Adamson was ordained 
and inducted to the charge. Time, it seems, had come to 
res t again ; for Mr Adamson was to fulfil a ministry longer 
even than tha t of Mr Stewart. 

MR ADAMSON'S MINISTRY. 

One of his early duties was to preside over the church 's 
Jubilee Celebrations in 1894, at which several Church 
dignitaries were present , induding Professor Lindsay, 
perhaps the best known of Scottish Church historians. Mr 
J ames Fullerton gave an interesting summary of the church 's 
history. In 1898 a fine partnership was begun in the sphere 
of worship with the appointment of Mr ]. W . Blythe to the 
organ, a co-operation between pulpit and organ which lasted 
forty years, to the merits of which it is impossible, in this 
brief sketch, to do anything like justice. In 1900 came the 
Union of the Free Church with the United Presbyterian 
Churches, and our church became" St. J ohn 's United Free 
Church ," Mr Adamson remarking-" It is the name of an 
apostle, and it was the name of the fi rst minister , John 
Stewart ." Tci mark the new relationship, a joint Com
munion was held with Park United Free Church in March, 
1901. In one respect St . John's had brought home to it 
the problems of the time: there ensued a Church Property 
Crisis, in which there was a grave danger that the congre
gation would lose their right to the possession of their own 
church ; and it was not till 1905 that the minister could 
congra tulate the Session on being the legal stewards of the 
church premises. 
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THE OPENING OF THE CENTURY. 

The years 1900-1914 were good years for the church. 
Materially, the fabric was in good repair, only minor im
provements, such as the introduction of incandescent gas 
lighting in 1906, being necessary. In numbers the 
church was growing, reaching, in the same year, its peak 
membership so far- 378 members. No occasion of note 
was allowed to pass without remark ; and on the 7th of 
February, 1909, the jubilee of the church premises was 
celebrated, the church having been opened ori 6th February, 
1859. On this occasion the preacher was Dr George 
Morrison, of Wellington, Glasgow. The offering amounted 
to almost £100. Mr Adamson had a way of marking 
anniversaries and of inviting to the church visitors of proved 
ability; it is worth pausing at this point to mention the 
names of well-known men who have occupied our pulpit, 
some of them on several occasions: Dr MacMillan of 
Greenock, Professor Watt, Dr Bogle, Professor Mackintosh, 
Professor Lamont, Dr White Anderson ; while Dr Inch and 
Dr H arry Miller came as Moderators of the General Assembly 
of the Church . Principal Martin, of Edinburgh, was a 
frequent visitor. In 1914 Communion cups were presented 
by Mrs Russell to match those in use since 1844. 

A TIME OF MEMORIALS. 

The Great War did not leave the congregation 
untouched; and the most beautiful things the church 
possesses were born of sadness. Thus in 1917 Mr and Mrs 
Adamson presented the baptismal font, "a replica," we 
read, "of the font in the old church a t Canterbury," in 
memory of their sons, Captain Robert and Lieutenant 
George Adamson, who fell in that year. In 1919 their 
brother Allan gifted the Communion table, also in their 
memory. The oak reading desk was presented by Mr Gibb 
as a memorial of his nephew, and in the same year the 
congregation themselves placed in the church the window 
which commemorates the fallen. Not all the memorials 
in the church are of the war, however, for in 1919 also a 
stained glass window was presented by Mrs Russell , of 
Seafield, in memory of her husband, Mr Joseph Russell, to 
whom the church owed so much, not only by reason of his 
great ability, but because of his zeal in the church 's spiritual 
life. In 1935 the third window was gifted by Mr Matthew 
Black in memory of his family, and a year later the Com
munion plates we now use were given by Mr George Gillespie. 
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The REV. J OHN STEWART. 

Minister. 1846-1886. 

MR J. W. BLYTHE, 

Organist, 1898-1939. 

The REV. ALLAN CAMERON, M.A., 

Minister, 1886-1892. 

The REv. DAVID M. G. STALKER, B.D., 

Minister, 1938-1940. 
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Two years ago the oak offertory plates Were presented in 
memory of Dr and Mrs Adamson themselves by their family. 
So it is that the place of our worship is the sanctuary of 
hallowed memories, and holy ground. 

TIME MARCHES ON. 

And so the church faced the post-war world with all its 
uncertainties, problems and opportunities. The greater 
questions of peace and employment were in men's minds, 
but the ordinary stewardships were still duties. The heating 
system must be renewed; and, at a cost of £850, the organ 
was rebuilt, practically nothing of the old being left. In 
1927 a very welcome gift was made to the church of the 
present electric lighting installations by Miss Russell; and 
a little earlier the Freewill Offering system was adopted. 
These are externals, yet important to the efficiency of a 
church's work. A notable feature of this period is the 
vigour and success of the various church societies, especially 
the Young Men's and Young Women's Clubs, the latter 
finally amalgamating with the Woman's Guild. 

It was Mr Adamson's fortune to preside at two Unions 
in the church's history. The second now approached. In 
1927 it was tentatively discussed by the Session, the finding 
being" in favour." This attitude was fully maintained in 
1929, when the actual choice was to be made. In October, 
1929, the Ardrossan Free Church, having already in its 
history become St. John's United Free Church, became 
St. John 's Church of Scotland. 

The closing years of Mr Adamson's ministry were now 
at hand. In 1931 he received that honour of which his work, 
his churchmanship and his writings had made him well 
worthy, the Doctorate of Divinity of Edinburgh University . 
There is an interesting note of the Session about this time, 
that a t the June Communion" the minister and two of 
his sons, the Rev. H. L. Adamson and the Rev. G. F. Adamson 
officiated." It is mentioned at the same time that seven 
ministers had spent their boyhood, or part of it, in the 
congregation (one of these being the Rev. James Fullerton, 
now of West St. Giles). In 1928 Dr Adamson had ministered 
for some time in St. Andrew's Church at Cannes (to which 
by the way, he had already received a permanent invitation). 
In 1937 he applied for a "colleague and successor," and his 
active ministry came to an end. The news of his death in 
December of 1940, and that of Mrs Adamson just a month 
earlier, were heard with the deepest regret by the church 
and community. 
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'tHE REV. DAVID M. G. STALKER. 

In 1938 the Rev. David M. G. Stalker was ordained and 
inducted to the ministry in St. John 's Church, and by his 
coming the church secured the services of one of the finest 
of the younger scholars in Scotland. It was no easy matter , 
with the close approach of war, the descent of the" black
out," and the departure of many of the young, to carryon 
the work of the church. But the difficulties were met and , 
where possible, overcome. To Mr Stalker more than to 
any other was due the foundation of the Church of Scotland 
Canteen in Ardrossan in December, 1939, an activity which 
has been loyally carried on by the churches ever since. Mr 
Stalker's scholastic gifts had already met with high recog
nition in University circles when, at the end of 1940, he wen' 
to Aberdour. In July, 1941, the present minister was 
inducted. Other changes, too, had taken place, notably the 
end of Mr Blythe's long association with the church in 1939, 
in F ebruary of which year his many friends gathered to pay 
tribute to his work. We were able to secure as his successor 
Mr James J ack, M.A., of Kilmarnock, to whose ability at 
the organ we owed much ; and on his appointment to St . 
Marnock's in his own town in 1942 we were fortunate, despite 
the difficulties of war, to obtain the services of Miss J an 
Rankin , L.R.A.M., our present organist. 

CONCLUSION. 

We have been unable, through the restrictions of space, 
even to men tion the names of the man y office-bearers by whose 
faithful and voluntary labours the church has, for a hundred 
years, been sustained . It will only be possible, in a later 
paragraph, to recall some of the names, more or less familiar 
to us still, of the men out of whose records, running to eleven 
volumes, this inadequate sketch has been produced. If we 
think of the long ministries which the church has experienced, 
as the greater stones of the building, then those office-bearers 
have been the cement without which it could never have 
endured. 

Though there is much that, in time of war, we have had 
to leave undone, we look forward now to better conditions. 
A church with a history has a real heritage. Yet" the life 
of a congregation is to be estimated not first by the glory 
of the past, but by the happenings of to-day and the attitude 
to what is to come." "A memorial of the past, " as Dr 
Gemmel, of Fairlie, wrote a hundred years ago, " is a finger
post to the future." In that future there will be an oppor-
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tunity tor many whose work and circumstances during the 
war years have kept them out of touch, of renewing their 
contact with the church. Much depends upon them. We 
face the future, then, in the faith that by the grace of God 
and the renewed loyalty of our people, we shall be able 
successfully to meet the unprecedented opportunities of our 
times, and pursue our high calling in a way not unworthy 
of our history. 
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OFFICE-BEARERS OF THE PAST 

REFERENCE has already been made, in the foregoing 
sketch of the church 's history, to the work of its 
office-bearers. Here we may recall the names of 

some of those who have had special tasks to do, and bring 
briefly to the light of day the labours of many forgotten 
hours of the century that is past, the fruits of which, seeming 
to the outward eye to lie concealed within the cupboards 
of the Session-house, are really alive in the church of the 
present time. It is hardly possible to mention each 
separately, for the Elders and Deacons of a hundred years 
would form a goodly congregation in themselves! 

The first Session Clerk, in 1847, was George Atkin; in 
his beautiful handwriting we have the minute: "It was also 
agreed to request George Atkin, M.D., the Teacher, to act 
as Session Clerk." (Some of his successors, by the way, 
have emulated his skill in caligraphy; others have scarcely 
done so, and one wishes at times that typewriters were not 
such a modern invention!) He was succeeded in 1848 by 
Mr John Kenyon, and Mr Kenyon by Mr John Smith in 
1854. In 1863 Mr Allan Findlay took over the office, and 
in 1869 Mr John Hislop. Mr Hislop was succeeded in 
turn by Mr John Smith, who held office for the long period 
of twenty-six years, handing over his duties to Mr John 
E mslie in 1898. Mr Emslie, though long Clerk of the 
Deacons' Court, was not long spared to be Clerk of Session; 
ne died in 1900, and Mr John McMurray became Session 
Clerk, a post which he held for nineteen years, Mr Hugh 
Gemmell succeeding in 1919. Five years afterwards Mr 
James McKie entered upon his duties, and in 1930 Mr 
Robert Cochrane was appointed, holding office till June, 
19·t2, when we unfortunately lost his services through his 
removal from Ardrossan. Mr George Gillespie, our present 
Session Clerk, was unanimously appointed on· this date. 

The first Clerk of the Deacon's Court , in 1844, was Mr 
Alex. Paterson, teacher in Ardrossan. He seems shortly after 
to have removed from the district; Mr John Tait , and then, 
in 1847, Mr Colin MacIntyre, succeeded . From 1853 to 
1863 the Clerk was Mr Allan Findlay, when Mr Joseph 
Russell was Clerk till his removal from Ardrossan in 1866. 
Mr John Craig took over his duties, discharging them till 
1873 in which year Mr James Fullerton succeeded . Mr 
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Adam Cowan followed, and, in 1882, Mr John Emslie, 
already mentioned as a later Clerk of Session. In 1887 Mr 
John Craig resumed, and in 1892 Mr Emslie again. In 
1897 Mr Joseph Kerr was appointed. His term of office 
was a long and faithful one, and in 1921 he resigned from 
both Clerkship and Treasurership, the latter office having 
been held by him for twenty-one years, the former for 
twenty-four, a splendid record of service. The present 
Clerk, Mr John Barclay, was appointed in 1922, and has 
already been in office for twenty-two years, bidding fair to 
surpass previous records in this particular office of the 
church. 

No duties are more onerous, and more responsible, than 
those of the Congregational Treasurer. The earliest to hold 
this office was Mr Ford, under whose financial supervision 
the first church was built. Mr John Hogarth, who followed, 
paid the bills, so modest by our standards, for the manse. 
Mr Fullerton and Mr Chalmers were his successors, and from 
1882 till his death in 1892 Mr James Harvey administered 
the church's financial affairs, having the satisfaction of 
seeing the church's enlargement and the building of the halls. 
Mr Smith, then also Clerk of Session, shouldered the double 
office till the appointment in 1898 of Mr Duncan McCallum ; 
and in 1899 Mr Joseph Kerr added this office to that of 
Clerk of Court, as above mentioned. In 1921 Mr Finnie 
became Treasurer, and discharged the duties till 1930, when 
our present Treasurer, Mr John Erskine, took office, handing 
over for a period of three years, from 1934 to 1937, to Mr 
Gillespie, the pre~ent Clerk of Session. 

Others, who did not hold these particular offices, were 
plainly very closely associated with them: Mr Thomson, 
Mr Currie, Mr Peter Kean and Mr Tannock gave long and 
faithful service, as did Mr Brown, Mr Fletcher, Mr Hepburn and 
Captain Campbell. But" the time would fail me " to place on 
record the labours of all these men; and still the work of those 
who watched over the interests of the old Sustentation Fund, 
and later of the Central Fund, has hardly been mentioned. 
Perhaps we may not more fittingly end the list than with 
the name of one by whose sudden passing, last year, we were 
deprived of the services of one of God's real Christians, Mr 
James Kean, who was our Works Convener. Mr Hugh 
Allison unhesitatingly took up this exacting task. 

Most of those mentioned are of the past, but" they being 
dead yet speak "-not by their words, but by the living 
church they have bequeathed. Names will occur to the 
reader, it may be, which, through the writer's lack of exact 
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knowledge, have not been mentioned at all. But they did_ 
not work for praise, not even for remembrance, the service 
of the Kingdom being its own reward. One interesting 
change remains to be mentioned: the election, in 1942, of 
the first two Lady Deacons, Mrs Fullerton and Mrs Pennel. 

CHURCH OFFICERS OF THE PAST. 

The function of the Church Officer is a very old one, ane! 
the importance of " The Beadle," as he u ed to be called, 
was perhaps bett r recognised by our ancestors than by 
mo t modern congregations. But this office is as important 
as ever it was; indeed, more so, for the remarkable increase 
in recent years in the number and kind of church organisa
tions has multiplied the church officer's dutie , and ha 
placed the respon ibility for that good feeling which should 
exist among the organisations of a church to no small 
ex tent in his hands . 

The record of the church are largely fact without 
com men t, and one regrets many times that it had to be so. 
Beyond the name of the first" beadle," Mr John Craig, 
and tha t he was appointed in 1845 to the" modest church," 
we know almost nothing. But of his successor we cannot 
even find the na me; though the fact that it is recorded in 
1851 and again in 1856 that his sala ry was increa ed makes 
it obvious that he was in office. In 1861 we are on firm er 
ground, Mr Robt. Gordon taking up the duties; and he 
seems to have continued till ]873, when the title" church 
officer " is substituted for that of the older " beadle," and 
Mr Thomas Inglis was appointed . Ten years later Mr 
Murray succeeded, and after his death Mrs Murray carried 
on with the help of Mr Peter Kean till HlOO. Then, till 
] 910, we had Mr Allardyce, who published a book of verse; 
and in this he was 1110 t likely unique among those who have 
held office in the church. One of our present elders, Mr 
Logan, succeeded; and, though his work took him away 
to Irvine in 1914, yet his experience of the church officer's 
duties turned out, after all , to be but the beginning of long 
and faithfu l service as elder and as Convener of Works. 
Mr Hannah fo llowed Mr Logan, and after hi death Mrs 
Hannah shouldered the many tasks, carrying on till the 
close of last year, being thus in " the hou e by the church" 
for close on thirty years. On her retiral we were faced with 
the usual war-time difficulties, and consider ourselves very 
fortunate to have Mr MacDonald as church officer, for he 
has at once added to the work the interest of th e work
interes t which makes so much difference to both minister 
and people. 
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ST. JOHN'S CHURCH CHOIR. 

The Choir of St. John's Church has a long and honourable 
history, and any survey of the history of the church itself 
makes it plain how much is, and has been, owed by the 
church to the choir. It has never, of course, had any 
professional colouring ; it has always been simply a body 
of church people interested in the musical aspect of church 
worship and in music itself ; but much of the unspectacular 
but real a ttractiveness of the church worship to generation 
after generation of worshippers has been due to the faithful 
work of the choir. 

In the official records of the church the exact date of 
the formation of the choir is not given. But there are many 
entries which show tha t those responsible for the worship 
week by week were keenly alive to the importance of the 
musical aspect, or, to use their own early word, " the 
Psalmody." While as yet there has been no meeting of 
Session, for the simple reason that no Session existed, the 
" Committee of the Free Church," on 18th January, 1846, 
decided that a precentor must be obtained. It was not a 
" plum" among precentorships, for it carried with it the 
princely salary of £3 lOs per annum. Nor' are we told who 
the first precentor was; but he officiated ti111851, when Mr 
J ames Logan was appointed, holding office till 1858. 

Meanwhile we are somewhat nearer to the idea of a 
choir when we read, under 4th February, 1850, that" the 
Court resolved that a weekly meeting of the congregation 
should be held for the purpose of practising sacred music." 
With what success this met we cannot say; it must have 
fallen int abeyance at some time, for in 1866 this musical 
practice was re-started, under the leadership of Mr Hugh 
Currie, who had become precentor in 1858. 

That Mr Currie's association with the church was a long 
and happy one can be gathered even from such unemotional 
documents as church records. He was precentor for 
thirty-two years, resigning in 1890 ; but in 1894 he became 
a Deacon and held office till his death in 1917, almost 
completing sixty years' service to the church. This is 
probably the longest record of service among the office
bearers of the church in the hundred years of its existence. 
Incidentally, the enthusiasm and endurance of our forebears 
is shown in the fact that for some time Mr Currie walked to 
Ardrossan from Stewarton each Sunday and then led the 
praise ! 

By 1886 the choir as such is well and regularly estab
lished. Curiously enough, the choir had, since the building 
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of the gallery in 1883, been located there; but in December, 
1886, it was resolved that it move to the front of the church. 
This had a curious result. " Since the removal of the choir 
to the front, " a minute of the time observes, " there has 
been evinced a feeling, spontaneous and almost unanimous 
on the part of the congregation, to stand up at the singing. 
It was resolved to represent same to the Session for its 
consideration, and, if favourable, so to direct the people 
from the pulpit." Here, then, we have the decisive break 
with the old form of Scottish worship, by which the people 
sat at the singing and stood for the prayers. Henceforth 
it is the other way round, as it is to this day. 

From this time onward, till the turn of the century, we 
enter a time of changes in church matters, which is not least 
seen in the conduct of the musical part of the worship. A 
year later, in 1887, a harmonium was offered by Mr Goodwin, 
ironfounder, to the church. This was indeed an innovation, 
and the Session, though rather amusingly urged forward by 
the Deacons' Court, decided to " gang warily," in order to 
preserve the" peace of the congregation." They observed 
that they themselves were not by any means unfavourable 
to the new idea; but that the congregation must judge for 
itself. This the congregation did, and accepted the inno
vation by 188 votes to 50 Even so, a deputation approached 
the Session beseeching delay, but the Session wisely stood 
by its democratic outlook, and the matter ended by the 
deputation" warmly thanking the Session for the courtesy 
with which they had been received." 

The introduction of instrumental music seems to have 
acted as an encouragement rather than otherwise to vocal 
praise, for in the next year we find the office-bearers 
approaching Mr Robson, of Glasgow, with the request that 
he deliver in the church twelve lectures on Praise. This 
he did. In 1890 a regular "harmoniumist" was appointed, 
Mr H. B. Fullerton. 

But progress was now very much in the air, and a year 
or two later we find mention made of a pipe organ. In 
1896 it was purchased from Messrs Brindley, Sheffield, at 
a cost of about £400. After the removal of Mr Blair, who 
first presided at it, in 1898, Mr J. W. Blythe was unanimously 
elected organist, and there is no doubt that St. John's was 
very fortunate indeed in having an organist and musician 
of the calibre of Mr Blythe. Despite constant trouble for 
a considerable period with the instrument, which required 
interior stoves to preserve it from damp, and being 
ptieumatic in action, was highly susceptible to the state of 
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the water pressure, he excelled as an organist, and his 
interest in, and ability with, the choir is a happy memory. 

o one would welcome the introduction of the present 
organ, a splendid instrument , more heartily than he. Mr 
Bly the officiated till 1939, after over forty years at the organ. 
Mr J ames Jack took over his task, and in May, 1942, Miss 
J an Rankin , L.R.A.M. , succeeded, and by her we are con
scious of being excellently served. 

It only remains to observe that two of the members of 
the original choir are still members of our congregation
Miss Connell and Miss Thomson, to whom at this time of 
our centenary we may be permitted to extend greetings in 
the name of the church. 

ST. JOHN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

The minutes of the proceedings of the" Committee of 
the Ardrossan Free Church" have a ring of confidence 
about them. This is true, not only of their proceedings in 
general, but a lso of their first mention of their proposed 
work amongst the younger generation . The first entry in 
this connection, made under the date loth December, 1846, 
reads :-" The object of the meeting being to take into 
consideration of commencing a Day School in connection 
with the congregation ." Having discussed a possible 
school-house, it goes on-" It~ was proposed that steps be 
taken to procure a suitable teacher as soon as possible." 
On 28th J anuary. 1847, the minute reads-" Dr Geo. Atkin 
was appointed teacher of the Free Church School." 

Thus, paradoxically enough, the first mention of the 
Sunday School in our church is really a Day School! We 
may be su?e it was both, and that religion, as was the sound 
custom of those days, played a large part in the curriculum . 
Who Dr George Atkin was, and what his history, it is perhaps 
hardly possible to discover after so long a lapse of years. 
He la t er acted as Session Clerk for a short time, and his own 
note reads simply-" George Aktin, M.D., the teacher, was 
appointed to act as Session Clerk." One thing is certain: 
he wrote a beautiful hand, and it is a pleasure to read his 
writing to this day. But in this early proceeding of our 
church we catch a glimpse of the traditional Scottish 
education : of the "Church Schools," which for many 
centuries gave to the youth of our country both their 
secular and religious training. At our church's beginnings, 
in this as in so much else, we are s till a part of the older 
Scotland. 

Yet ·at once there is a modern touch : even in 1846 the 
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church possessed a library for the young; and on the 
appointment of the teacher it was agreed that it be re
plenished by books solicited from the congregation. One 
wonders what these books were which taught the young 
idea ! This library was free; but the schooling was not, 
and the scale of fees is given as three shillings to four and 
sixpence per month, it being understood that the Com
mittee should have power to admit twelve pupils at 6d per 
month. 

In less than a year, however, Dr Atkin was obliged to 
resign, apparently for health reasons, and Mr Watt was 
appointed. He taught till 1851, when his health also ~ave 
way, and the Day School was disbanded and its furniture 
sold. With this brief history of the Free Church Day School 
we must be content; henceforth it is the Sunday Schools 
alone which appear in the records. 

But they, apparently, flourished. In 1857 we are told 
that there are 140 children attending the Free Church 
Sunday School, this number being regarded by the Session 
as " very satisfactory." From 1851 to 1859 there was only 
one Sunday School; but in November of the latter year a 
house was taken in Paisley Street "for use as a Sabbath 
School." (Evidently the housing shortage of the present 
day was quite unknown .) This Paisley Street Sabbath 
School did so well that in 1865 we find a request for a larger 
building for it, but it is not clear what became of this request. 
In 1879 there are three Sabbath Schools run by the Free 
Church: the Church Sabbath School, Paisley Street, and a 
third in Harbour Place. All these were well attended. 

It will be readily understood that in the records of 
Session or Deacons' Court it is only the more important 
matters and the bigger changes that are likely to be men
tioned. We can only guess at things that would be interest
ing to present-day teachers-how the lessons were taught, 
what the singing was like, and when the scholars were first 
divided into small classes. An occasional item of infor
mation comes down, as, for example, that for many years 
the annual soiree was held on New Year's Day ; that in 
1903 limelight views, forerunner of the modern cinema, 
began to be used; that in 1913 the church school, which 
had met at 3.30, began to meet as at present after morning 
service; that in 1888 a Band of Hope was begun, and in 
1919 a "Children's Guild." The history of the Sunday 
Schools is a quiet, unspectacular one. Yet it is an enduring 
one; at no time in the church's history has it been without 
a Sunday School. 

The same difficulty of records occurs in connection with 
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the earlier superintendents. lhe tirst of these was Dr George 
Atkin ; the second Mr Watt ; but in the eighteen tifties Mr 
John Smith, elder and Session Clerk, took over. H e seems 
to have served in this capacity for the long period of about 
forty years, till 1896, when Mr Peter Kerr became superin
t endent . Mr Kerr retired in 1921 from Sunday School 
work, and at the congregational meeting of that year a 
presentation was made to him to mark his twenty-five years 
as superintendent . Mr Richard Campbell was his successor, 
serving till 1924, when the present superintendent, Mr John 
Beggs, took over the work, having served as a teacher under 
Mr Kerr from 1919, and continuing with Mr Campbell. 

A very important factor in the Sunday School is the 
Primary Department. For many years Miss Connell 
carried on the work of the Primary, and when she retired 
her successor was Mrs H. Fullerton. Mrs Fullerton's suc
cessor was Mrs Welch, and she in turn handed the work 
over to our present Primary leader, Miss C. McCallum, M.A., 
who originally took over the work temporarily . That was 
twelve years ago, and Miss McCallum is still carrying on, 
the Primary being a most flourishing part of the work of 
the church, with about eighty children on its roll . We have 
been fortunate to have such an enthusiastic and capable 
Primary leader. 

While it is impossible to name all the workers who gave 
valiant service to the Sunday School, it is worthy of mention 
that from Mr Kerr 's time till the present time Mrs Craig 
has been a teacher, organist , and latterly treasurer. Mention 
might also be made of Mr William Brown, M.A ., who was 
Secretary or ten years, being followed in that office for a 
number of years by Mrs Anderson. 

The writer carried on for several years a Sunbeam Club 
for boys and girls, which was well attended, as many as 200 
children gathering in the hall on a Thursday evening to hear 
the Bible stories illustra ted by lantern slides. 

The advent of the new housing schemes affected the 
a ttendance at the Sunday School, but it is pleasing to note 
that Mr Galbraith took the Sunday School to the housing 
scheme, and has gathered a goodly number of children 
together in the Kirkhall Sunday School. 

In conclusion, Sunday School work is, at times, dis
couraging, but it does have its compensations. What a 
joy it is to see those who have passed through the Sunday 
School joining the fellowship of the church, and in many 
cases teaching in the same school where they themselves 
were t aught the way of righteousness and truth. 

JOHN BEGGS, Superintendent. 
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'l'HE WOMAN;S GUlLO. 

The Woman's Guild was founded compara tively recently, 
fourteen years ago, in May, 1930. But we must pause a 
moment here : for its foundation was not the inauguration 
of something entirely new ; it was the giving, as it were, of 
" a local habitation and a name" to work which had been 
carried on , unofficially, by the women of the church for 
eighty years. It will never be known how much the 
Christian Church really owes to its women members, for 
much of their work has been done unofficially, and some of 
it without recognition. Yet we find many references in the 
minutes of the Courts of St. John's Church, to the efforts 
made by the ladies of the congregation. Sometimes, when 
one or another of the improvements mentioned in this short 
history has been under considera tion , it has been enquired, 
before going on with it, what the ladies of the church were 
likely to think of the scheme-and how much they might 
possibly raise in its support! Often, too, we find expressions 
of gratitude for large sums raised by them. At the time of 
the building of the new halls in 1889 the ladies of the con
gregation, in one effort alone, raised £330. And , in the very 
earliest years of the church, we find mention at every meeting 
of the original " Free Church Committee " o~ the" Susten
tation Fund," on which the stability of the Church financially 
largely depended. There were twelve collectors, ten of 
whom were women . To-day, if we consider the Maintenance 
of the Ministry Fund to be the equivalent of the old Sus
t entation Fund , we find that a century has not changed 
matters much, except that the two bold male collectors have 
no modern representa tives. 

It should , however, be emphasised that the modern 
" Woman's Guild, " though, as wc have said, a means of 
continuing the work of women in the church, was founded 
primarily to help in the spiritual life of the congregation, 
its aim being expressly to strengthen women members in 
the Christian life, and, by this means, to strengthen the 
Church 's testimony. This aim has been constantly kept 
in view ; and the meetings have been so planned that the 
Guild members should have the opportunity of sharing a 
real fellowship and of hearing the worthy expression of 
Christian thought. The Guild has aimed, not at being 
spectacular , but a t being Christian. This is surely wise. 
Yet the material help which it has given has been just as 
constant as before, and each year sums are handed over , 
both to our own church and to the Church at l(!.rge, which 
show how real the interest is. 
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In closing this brief note, it is appropria te to add tha t 
the first President of the. Guild was Mrs Adamson, the 
Secretary Mrs Fullerton and the Treasurer Mrs Cochrane. 
Mrs Bell is the present President , Mrs Price Secretary, and 
:vfrs Gillespie Treasurer. 

-
THE MOTHERS' UNI ON . 

Another branch of the women 's work which deserves 
mention is the Mothers' Union, which has performed a 
function of its own. Founded in 1919 with Mrs Adamson 
as President, it met , as it still meets, a felt need: that of 
providing a meeting, of Christian character, to which 
mothers might bring their small children without the fear, 
which, unfortunately , parents sometimes feel in coming to 
the regular worship of the church, tha t the devotions of 
others will be disturbed. 

Since its inauguration, the Mothers' Union has provided 
many a helpful afternoon, and anyone attending its meetings 
would be attm cted by the spirit of friendliness and cheer
fuln ess which prevails. Mrs Craig was its first Secretary, 
from 1919 till 1931, when Mrs Donald succeeded her, and 
in 1941 Mrs Murchie, the present Secretary , took office. 
Miss Russell is President at the present time. 

THE GIRLS' ASS OCIATI ON. 

The Girls' Association was formed in 1936, with Miss 
Norma Thomson as its first President , and Miss McCallum 
the first Secretary. Like the Guild, its main function has 
been, and is, of a spiritual kind : to train the girls of the 
church to a real interest in the church 's affairs, and especially 
in its missionary activities. A great amount of hard work 
has been done by the girls of the church in raising funds for 
missionary causes (the G.A.'s of Scotland support ten 
missionaries) ; and in our own church, besides their share 
in this work, they have shown an aptitude in the provision 
of necessary things quite out of proportion to their numbers . 
To them we largely owe the black-out curtains in the halls; 
they presented the lectern which stands on the Communion 
table; they inaugura ted the Piano Fund in 1937, which 
resulted in the purchase in 1941 of the Bechstein piano a t 
present in use, and toward which they gave over £20. 
Helpful as these gifts have been, hQw~ver , the best contri
bution of the" G.A .," and it is no small one, is the training 
in church, and especially in Sunday School, work which it 
gives its members. Nearly all our Primary teachers come, 
as a matter of course, from the" G.A." 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S GUILD. 

The Young People's Guild is the youngest child among 
the church's activities ; the church is a hundred years old, 
but the" Y.P.G." has not yet attained its first birthday. 
Yet, for one so young, it shows interests rema rkably varied, 
and has been very healthy in its first nine months of life. 

It was founded in J anuary, 1944, to bring the young 
people of the church together. Its main meetings have been 
held on Sunday evenings, when the young people have met 
in the most free and happy fashion , embarking upon debates 
~nd discussions in plenty: they have had quite authorati
~ive speakers upon educational and social questions, as well 
as those coming with a definitely religious aim. Most of 
the discussions have, however, been carried through by the 
members themselves, the Guild having that happy outlook 
which makes it more easy to begin than to end the expression 
of its views. The Guild has, however, other activities also; 
there is a Badminton Committee, as well as a Social and 
Entertainments group. 

Thus, at the time of our Centenary, we make notes, 
qowever brief and imperfect, of our work; and have little· 
doubt that that forward-looking spirit, which we have 
suggested to be appropriate to su.ch a time as this, will 
sustain them .all. 

Pa.ge Twent:Jl-eighl 
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