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From the Manse . . . 
At the time of writing, I have been back from Canada for 
just over a week, but it already seems like such a long 
time go. We had a great holiday with the family, especially 
visiting Niagara Falls.

We also spent a lovely relaxing week in a cabin by a lake on 
the edge of Algonquin National Park. Then, a more hectic 
road trip, taking in Montreal, Quebec and Halifax. Once our 
children had returned home, Dave and I drove back from 
Halifax to St Catharine’s for the two-week exchange with Rev 
Cherie Inksetter from St Giles Presbyterian Church. Cherie 
and I swapped homes and cars and pulpits. And, while Dave 
and I sweltered in the Ontario heat wave (there had been no rain for nearly four months), Cherie was 
adjusting to the much colder damper Scottish climate!

The day after we arrived in St Catharine’s, Dave and I drove 
past St Giles Presbyterian Church and we saw this sign, so I 
felt welcome even before I had met any members of Cherie’s 
congregation. We thoroughly enjoyed our time worshipping in St 
Giles, it was great to meet so many ex pat Scots and to hear their 
stories of how they had ended up in Canada. Some had moved 
in their own lifetime, others could trace their roots back many 
generations. We spoke to people who hailed from Glasgow and 
Cumnock, Ayr, Aberdeen and even Kilwinning! And there were 
others who remembered childhood summers spent by the sea in 
Saltcoats. The world is a very small place indeed and being in St 
Giles reminded me how interconnected we all are, as we worship 
God and as we seek to serve and to follow him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The order of worship in St Giles is similar to our own, although 
there is a different pattern of prayer, partly because in St Giles 
there is a different worship leader every week from the congregation. The worship leader opens the 
service with a call to worship and with prayers of approach and confession. The Lord’s Prayer is later 
in the service, after the prayers of intercession, which in St Giles are called “The Prayers of the People”. 
The minister brings these prayers and other short prayers during the service – one an assurance of 
forgiveness, and another for understanding before the Word of God is read. These different patterns 
and forms made me think again about what we do in Kirkgate and whether there are different things we 
could try in the future, particularly in respect of prayer.

I also liked the idea of having other people take part in the service, opening worship and preparing 
prayers. If this is something that would interest you, please come and speak to me about it. If there is 
enough interest we would organise a workshop session.

In short, the holiday was great and the exchange with Cherie very beneficial indeed. I know that Cherie 
had a great time in Scotland. Thank you all for welcoming her so warmly. 

Blessings to you all,

Dorothy
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Church Diary Pleased be assured of a warm welcome at all our services. 
Tea & coffee served in hall afterwards 

Sunday 10.45 a.m. Creche & Sunday School
Monday 10.00 a.m. Keep Fit Group
 7.30 p.m. The Guild
Tuesday 2.00 p.m. *KA Leisure Aerobics
 4.00 – 8.00 p.m. The Craft Team
Wednesday 6.15 - 8.30 p.m. *Senior Guides
Thursday 2.30 & 7.30 p.m.  Country Dance Club   
 Alternate weeks

* Outside organisations who use our premises

THE FOLLOWING ORGANISATIONS ALSO 
MEET REGULARY EVERY WEEK

SEPTEMBER

Thursday 1st
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service 
2.30 p.m. Country Dance Club restarts 

Sunday 4th
10.45 a.m. Morning Worship
‘Messenger’ & Life Work available for uplifting

Tuesday 6th
7.30 p.m. Presbytery meets in the church

Thursday 8th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m. Country Dance Club 

Friday 9th 
7 for 7.30 p.m. Harvest Supper

Sunday 11th
10.45 a.m. Morning Worship 
 Mr Andrew Gray of Gideons International

Monday 12th
10.00 a.m.  Keep Fit Resumes 

Thursday 15th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
2.30 p.m. Country Dance Club

Sunday 18th
10.45 a.m. Morning Worship 

Wednesday 21st
3.00 p.m. Presbytery Business Committee 

Thursday 22nd
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
7.00 p.m. Presbytery Safeguarding Training
7.30 p.m. Kirk Session Meeting
7.30 p.m. Country Dance Club

Sunday 25th
10.45 a.m. Morning Worship
 Material required for ‘Messenger’ 

Monday 26th
7.00 p.m. Guild Committee Meeting

Thursday 29th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
2.30 p.m. Country Dance Club
 

OCTOBER

Sunday 2nd
10.45 a.m. Sunday Worship - Harvest Thanksgiving
‘Messenger’ & Life Work available for uplifting

Monday 3rd
7.30 p.m. Guild Communion Service - Rev Dorothy Granger

Tuesday 4th
7.30 p.m. Presbytery meets in the church

Thursday 6th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m. Country Dance Club

Sunday 9th
10.45 a.m. Morning Worship

Monday 10th
7.30 p.m. Guild - Story of St Kilda, Mrs Hinselwood

Tuesday 11th
7.30 p.m. Friends of Guiding Business Meeting
7.00 p.m. Presbytery Safeguarding Training

Harvest Sunday - 2nd October 2016
An envelope for your donation is enclosed with 

this magazine

Tuesday 15th November 2016 
7.30 p.m. in the church

Kirkgate Harvest Supper
Friday 9th September
7 for 7.30 p.m.
Tickets: £3
Come along and enjoy soup and apple pie

150th Anniversary Concert
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Prayer Page Contributed by Alison Buick

Gracious God, source and giver of all good gifts, we praise and worship you;
You love and care for each one of us, even better than the most loving parent.
You provide us with our food at the right time, and when we need it ;
We take hold of it from your open and loving hands, and bless you as you 
continue to fill us with good things.
Help us, Son of Righteousnesss, as you did here in earth, to feed the 
hungry,water the thirsty, welcome the alienated, clothe the naked, 
treat the sick and visit the jailed.
Help us to realise that by loving and serving the least and the needy, 
we are loving and serving you.
AMEN
(Prayer from Mwandi Mission Hospital)

JUST FOR TODAY

JUST FOR TODAY I will try to adjust myself to what is, and not try to adjust everything to my own 
desires. I will take my family, my business, and my luck as they come and fit myself to them. 

JUST FOR TODAY I will take care of my body. I will exercise it, care for it, nourish it, not abuse it nor 
neglect it, so that it will be a perfect machine for my bidding. 

JUST FOR TODAY I will try to strengthen my mind. I will learn something useful. I will not be a mental 
loafer. I will read something that requires effort, thought and concentration. 

JUST FOR TODAY I will exercise my soul in three ways; I will do somebody a good turn and not get 
found out. I will do at least two things I don’t want to do, as William James suggests, just for exercise. 

JUST FOR TODAY I will be agreeable. I will look as well as I can, dress as becomingly as possible, talk 
low, act courteously, be liberal with praise, criticize not at all, nor find fault with anything and not try to 
regulate nor improve anyone. 

JUST FOR TODAY I will try to live through this day only, not to tackle my whole life problem at once.  
I can do things for twelve hours that would appal me if I had to keep them up for a lifetime. 

JUST FOR TODAY I will have a program. I will write down what I expect to do every hour. I may not 
follow it exactly, but I will have it. It will eliminate two pests hurrying and indecision. 

JUST FOR TODAY I will have a quiet half-hour all by 
myself and relax. In this half-hour sometimes I will think 
of God, so as to get a little more perspective into my life. 

JUST FOR TODAY I will be unafraid, especially I will not 
be afraid to be happy, to enjoy what is beautiful, to love, 
and to believe that those I love, love me.” 

Sybil F. Partridge
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Church Register

FUNERALS:  
“In my Father’s house are many mansions”

15.6.16 
Mr Bryce Dailly, 20 Dawnlight Circle, Ardrossan  
24.6.16     
Mrs Janette Watson, 18 Caledonia Road,  
Ardrossan       
28.6.16    
Mrs Netta Patrick, 18 Eglinton Place, Saltcoats  
12.7.16     
Mrs Helen Morrison, Dreghorn    
13.7.16     
Mrs Morag Morgan, Caledonia Care Home  
Saltcoats       
28.7.16       
Mr Robert Campbell, 15 Eglinton Court, Saltcoats 

From the Editor
Please note that the next edition of ‘Kirkgate 
Messenger’ will be available on Sunday 2nd 
October. Material should be handed in by 
Sunday 25th September at the very latest. 

Please feel free to email me at elizabeth.
mcmahon@talktalk.net with any interesting news 
or events that occur over the summer months so 
that we can record them in future issues of ‘The 
Messenger’. A written copy will be fine if you don’t 
use a computer. 

Please also remember that if you would like a 
printing job done whether private or church then 
please do speak to me or Stuart and we will do our 
best to accommodate your requirements. 

Life & Work
As always you will find a few 
spare copies of Life & Work on 
the book shelf should you wish 
to have a read. If you like it and 
wish to subscribe to Life & Work I will be happy to 
order a copy for you.

Elizabeth McMahon, Editor & Life & Work Convenor

World Mission Contributed by Alison Buick

The current edition of WM focuses on food 
insecurity and problems brought on by drought 
and flood resulting in failed 
crops.

Malawi is facing its worst food 
crisis for a decade and Christian 
Aid has launched an emergency 
appeal to help families to 
improve water supplies and food security. 
Living with HIV means having access to food is 
important and the Church’s HIV programme has 
been supporting projects such as Mwandi Mission 
AIDS programme Nutrition project in Zambia. 
This helps families to obtain a good nutritious 
balanced diet.

The synod of Blantyre in Malawi is tackling the 
issue of lack of education for girls. They are 
addressing the problem in the belief that by 
promoting and encouraging education of girls 
there will be a long term impact on the lives of 
women and communities.

This year at the General Assembly World Mission 
welcomed delegates from all over the world and 
reported on Care for Creation. 

This is the 175 year anniversary of Scottish 
Mission in Budapest. This began because Dr 
Black fell off his camel on an exploratory trip to 
the Holy Land. Returning home via the Danube 
he was welcomed by the Emperor’s wife who 
was a German protestant and encouraged him to 
set up a Protestant Chaplaincy in Budapest. The 
connection is as strong as ever and today there 
is a thriving partnership between the Reformed 
Church of Hungary and the Church of Scotland.
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Letters of Appreciation
Thank you for my beautiful birthday 
flowers. The strong colour of the lilies 
toned in well with the softer shades 
of the yellow roses,making a beautiful 
display in my living room. Thanks 
also to my delivery girl Pauline Reid. 
 I enjoyed our cosy little chat.
 Willie Hay

Tom Jarvie would to thank Dorothy and Alison Buick 
also all friends who paid me a visit while I was in 
Crosshouse hospital it was much appreciated. 
Tom Jarvie

Thank you all so much for the lovely flowers and cards 
sent to me recently. They were much appreciated.
God Bless,
Betty Thomson

We would like to thank the Kirk Session and 
congregation for the lovely flowers sent to us after our 
Golden Wedding Anniversary which was on Friday 
3rd June. We celebrated with a lovely weekend at the 
Dunblane Hydro surrrounded by our family. Thank 
you for your good wishes.
Margaret & Mitchell Darroch

Thank you all for the lovely flowers given to me for my 
80th birthday. They were much appreciated. Love to 
all. David Lockie

Thank you to the church for the beautiful arrangement 
of flowers, card and good wishes and thanks also to my 
many friends who sent cards and birthday wishes on 
the occasion of my 100th Birthday. It was most kind of 
you all to remember me on this special occasion.
Grace Massie

I would like to thank the Kirk Session and friends at 
Kirkgate for the lovely flowers received and the kind 
thoughts and good wishes. With grateful thanks to all.
Helen Melvin

Mrs Georgie Mitchell wishes to thank Dorothy and the 
Congregation for the beautiful flowers she received 
recently and which were much appreciated.

Thank you for the lovely bright flowers Liz brought 
home for me from church. Thankfully my stay in 
hospital was short and when the medication gets 
sorted out all should be well. Many thanks.
Keith Clark

I would like to thank everyone for their good wishes 
and cards sent after my recent fall. I would also like 
to thank Jean Hay for delivering the lovely bouquet of 
flowers which cheered me up. Thanks also to Sandra 
and Dorothy for their visits. Best wishes
Elma Hunter 

Thank you for the lovely Church flowers which 
we received today. It is so good to be part of a 
congregation which cares and shares. Fred is 
progressing and will, hopefully, be fully fit again soon. 
Thank you again.
Isabel and Fred Passway

Bill McKay would like to thank everyone for the 
beautiful bouquet of flowers he received from the 
church on his return home from hosptial. They were 
very much appreciated. 

Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers we 
receeived when Robert came out of hospital. the 
colours were so lovely and cheered us up and made 
our day.
Aileen & Robert Aitken

The family and I would like to thank everyone most 
sincerely for the lovely tributes we received after the 
sad loss of Bobby. with love and God Bless.
Mildred Campbell

Thank you very much for the beautiful flowers I 
received from the church recently. Also thank you all 
for thinking of me. It is much aappreciated by me and 
my family.
Marellen McEvoy

Dear Friends
What a lovely surrprise to receive beautiful flowers 
from the church recently. I’ve been rather unwell for 
almost three weeks and 
that gave me such a lift. 
Ever since I landed here 
from Africa 12 years ago 
you have all made me 
feel so welcome and that 
is a big thing after such 
an upheaval. Sadly, my 
deteriorating hearing stops 
me from joining many of the 
activities but you matter in 
my life. Thank you so much.
Noreena Elwell 
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Harvest 2016 - Glasgow City Mission
This year we are supporting the Glasgow City Mission as our 
harvest project. Glasgow City Mission was the world’s first City 
Mission. Since 1826, they have been showing Christian care to 
vulnerable adults and children by fighting against poverty and 
disadvantage in Glasgow.

They need your help to tackle homelessness and poverty in Glasgow. Your gift will help them provide for people’s 
immediate needs like food and advice. It will also help them tackle the root causes and rebuild people’s lives. 
In 2009 in a story of God’s great provision, the Glasgow City Mission moved into a new purpose built five storey 
building in the heart of Glasgow at no cost to the charity. It has enabled them to significantly expand the range of 
services and holistic care that they offer.

The Mission works with adults and children who are vulnerable and 
disadvantaged in Glasgow, people that are often leading chaotic or difficult lives. 
We want to help them to break free from their oppressive situations. That situation 
may involve: homelessness, addiction, poverty, family breakdown, prostitution, 
emotional issues - or maybe all of these. The Glasgow City Mission does this as 
a group of Christians who are passionate about the people that look to them for 
help. They want to share a message of hope and aim to have compassion for these 
individuals.

Over 175 people enjoy lunch at the Glasgow City Mission every week. At the 
lunch clubs, people can meet new friends, play table tennis, do a quiz, chat 
through issues with the support team and even have their hair cut. There are 14 
different nationalities that currently enjoy an Internationals lunch on Thursdays 
for refugees and asylum seekers. Afterwards, they learn English to help them integrate into Glasgow life. On 
Tuesdays, people learn how to prepare and cook their own lunch using tasty, healthy ingredients – essential life 
skills that help people live independently. Once cooked, they all sit down together 
and eat as a group.

“I’ve been going to the 
Older Men’s lunch club for 
the past month. The place 
is brilliant – it’s done more 
for me here than in all the 
time I’ve spent elsewhere. 
I’ve been homeless and got 
some mental health issues 
but the guys here have 
helped me complete the 
paperwork so I can get a 
house – I moved in today!”

DAVIE’S STORY

PRAY WITH THE GLASGOW CITY MISSION
Give thanks:
• For an increased staff team at 

our city centre project and the 
opportunity to go deeper with some 
of the most vulnerable men and 
women in Glasgow. Give thanks 
for our amazing volunteers who 
are also going deeper, for example 
taking clients out for walks and 
outings;

• That we are also going deeper with 
the families we are working with at 
our Child and Family Centre.

• That so many of our clients want to 
study the Bible. Please pray these 
studies bear lasting fruit.

Please pray:
• Legal highs are increasingly 

becoming an issue for many of our 
clients. Pray for wisdom to know 
how to tackle this;

• Some of our older clients have 
been in bad situations for so long, 
they find it hard to believe that 
change could be possible. Pray for 
breakthrough;

• Pray that in all we do, the Holy 
Spirit would fill our staff and 
volunteers so we would be able to 
minister God’s love and guidance to 
all those we serve.

Our harvest thanksgiving service will be held on Sunday 2nd October. Donation envelopes are included with 
this magazine and can be handed in with your regular Sunday collection over the next few weeks.
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Congratulations 

Best wishes and flowers were sent to Mrs Grace 
Massie on the occasion of her 100th Birthday 
which she celebrated on Monday 4th July 2016.

She enjoyed receiving her telegram from the 
queen along with the many other cards and 
congratulations from all her friends.

We send every blessing to Grace and pray for her 
continued good health.

Belated Congratulations and Flowers were sent to 
Margaret and Mitchell Darroch of Eglinton Road, 
Ardrossan who celebrated their Golden Wedding 
on Friday 3rd June 2016. We send Best wishes for 
many more happy years together. 

Moira & Ron Cooper are pleased to announce their 
son’s wedding. Congratulations to Gary who married 
Monicca on 30th July in Nashville, Tennessee.

We wish them a very happy future together. Many of the 
former Barony St John’s congregation will remember 
Gary when he attended the Sunday School!
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Elizabeth McMahon

The Guild

Keep Fit
We start back on Monday 
12th September at 10.00 a.m. 
in the large hall. Anyone 
wishing to join us will be 
made very welcome.   

Solveig McCulloch

The Summer Rally was held in Largs: St Columba’s on Tuesday 7th June. By all 
accounts it was a good day and enjoyed by everyone.

Unfortunately the proposed outing to the Gaiety Theatre in November was cancelled 
due to lack of support. 

Committee members are reminded that we have a meeting on Monday 26th September at 7.00 p.m.

Our regular meetings commence on Monday 3rd October at 7.30 p.m. - Rev Dorothy Granger will 
conduct a Service of Holy Communion.

Dates for your Diary:
10 October  Story of St Kilda - Mrs Hinshelwood
17    ‘Not Just Tigers’ - Mrs Vivienne McDonald 
24   Fundraiser - Silent auction & home baking
31   The Glasgow Boys - Ailsa Turner

We try to make our meetings as varied as possible and that you will find something of interest in the 
syllabus. We look forward to welcoming you. We already have one male member so please gentlemen 
don’t be shy come along and join us - bring your wife, a friend or anyone you wish. Ladies please we 
also need your support. We understand a lot of you are not keen on going out in the dark but if your are 
really interested in supporting the guild then please speak to one of the committee and we will try to 
make arrangements to have you picked up and taken back home. Please be assured of a warm welcome 
and a cup of tea/biscuits and sometimes home baking. 

TfLP_TL_C 

Kilwinning  

Kilwinning Trefoil Guild is having a “Find Out 
About The Trefoil Guild” evening in the Abbey 
Hall, Kilwinning on Tuesday 6th September at 
7.30pm. If you would like to know more about the 
Trefoil Guild (Guiding for Adults) do come along 
and talk to us over a cup of tea or coffee. 

We normally meet once a month but there are 
also other opportunities to meet people in other 
Guilds and help at Guiding events both locally 
and nationally. There is even the new Voyage 
Award for Trefoil Guild members.

Elizabeth Howie - Tel: 467881
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150th Anniversary Events
Over the summer recess we’ve had several 150th Anniversary events. On 2nd July we started with a very 
enjoyable bus trip to the Trossachs and a sail on Loch Katrine, followed by a lovely meal in Callander, 
even if the weather was somewhat changeable! This was followed by our special 150th Anniversary 
Praise Service on 10th July at which we had a celebration cake. The following week saw daily organ 
recitals in the church, performed by Jim Grant and myself. These were well received with several 
visitors and members from other churches attending each day - in total we had around 60 different folk 
throughout the week. Into August, our Church and Community Committee held an open-air service at 
which we were delighted to welcome Cherie Inksetter to deliver a short message. Cherie then preached 
for us over the following two Sundays, whilst Dorothy preached in Canada at Cherie’s church in  
St Catharine’s. Pictured below and opposite are a selection of photos from these events.

by Stuart McMahon
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150th Anniversary Events
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Bobby Campbell was born on 10th June 1931 in Paisley but when he was still very young the family moved 
here to Ayrshire where he was to live out the rest of his life.

He attended Kyleshill school and then Ardrossan 
Academy. When he left school he worked in the 
Explosive Division of ICI, interrupted by National 
Service in the Army. He then went to work as a Plant 
Operator in Hunterston A Power Station when it 
opened in 1964. He was to retire from there in 1990.

In his personal life he was very much a family man. He 
and Mildred were married in Landsborough Trinity 
Church, by the Rev Morton Mauchlan of Largs St Johns, 
in 1954. They were to go on to have 3 children Robert, 
Kenneth and Moira.

Over the years the family grew to include ten 
Grandchildren and five Great Grandchildren. 
Bobby loved visiting and being visited by his family, 
although his children suspected that it was not just the 
grandchildren that he was keen to see but the dogs.
When the family was young they enjoyed caravan 
holidays in different places, latterly on Arran, which 
was probably Bobby’s favourite place.

After the family was grown Bobby and Mildred 
ventured further afield, first by coach then, when 
Mildred was coaxed, by plane. They visited places 
as diverse as Pompeii and the former Yugoslavia. 
They were particularly fond of Islands and Lakes. 
They visited relatives all over the UK in places like 
Huddersfield, Aberfoyle and York. Mildred said they 
had been to Lands End and John o’ Groats and had 
tried to fit in as many places in between as they could. 
One family trip however did go wrong. They set out to 
go to Millport but finished up in Rothesay and Bobby 
always maintained HE was not to blame.

When it came to hobbies Bobby was passionate about 
his football. He played it as a younger man and later 
as a spectator. He alternated between attending St 
Mirren games and Saltcoat Vics, which he attended 
with David Lambie who had been his Best Man. At 
these games Bobby was, what to put it euphemistically, 
rather vociferous. He frequently returned from games 
hoarse from all the shouting he did directed at players, 
officials and coaches . However David did report to 
Mildred that although Bobby was strong in his advice, 
encouragement and criticism his language was 
always temperate and never a swear word uttered. His 
shouting did however cause his sons to disassociate 
themselves from him and would not stand beside him.

One thing he was keen on was jigsaws well, actually, 
we should say finishing jigsaws. Mildred would be near 
to completing one solo and then Bobby would jump in 
to administer the Coup de Grace filling in the last few 
pieces.

Outside of his family and work Bobby contributed a 
great deal to helping others. He was a people person 
and liked nothing better than wandering down the 
town and speaking to the many people he met.

Over the years Bobby showed a keen sense of civic 
responsibility. He served on the Children’s Panel 
because he took a real interest in the welfare of young 
people. Over the years he campaigned tirelessly for the 
Labour Party.

He was involved with the BB for many years and his 
love of that organisation was reflected in the 2nd hymn 
at his funeral - “Will your anchor hold”.

Bobby was a man of strong principles which he stuck to 
and was never afraid to speak up and defend what he 
thought was right. 

But overall, at his core Bobby was a man of faith. He 
served as an Elder for 45 years. He was not passive and 
was a regular contributor in Session Meetings, where 
he was always forthright and true to his convictions.
I said he was not a passive Elder. He was described 
to me, by someone who knew him well, as the best 
pastoral Elder they had ever come across. If anyone had 
a problem or trouble Bobby was always there for them 
to help, support, console. With Bobby you always knew 
you had someone alongside you in troubled times.

He was not a man who saw his faith as a matter of 
sitting in a pew on a Sunday morning or attending a 
meeting - he LIVED his faith. He was by all accounts a 
true Christian gentleman and this world is poorer for 
his passing.

We are naturally sad at Bobby’s death, but we should 
rejoice in his life. In Bobby’s case these words of 
scripture are very apt “Well done thou true and faithful 
servant”.

And that faithful servant has now gone home to his 
master.

Tribute to Mr Bobby Campbell by Andrew Bruce
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I was reminding the folks at the Thursday morning Service recently of the fact that the Bible did not 
come to us at no cost.

When William Tyndale produced the first printed Bible in English he was mercilessly persecuted. These 
early Bibles were often ritually burned and Tyndale was branded a Heretic and was forced to flee into 
exile. He went to the Low Counties, latterly in Antwerp ,which was then part of the Holy Roman Empire 
which was ruled by the Hapsburgs. The Hapsburgs were staunchly Roman Catholic and opposed any 
attempt to worship in anything but Latin which only a  minority understood. Tyndale wanted scripture 
to be understood by all.

Tyndale was eventually betrayed to the Imperial forces of the Holy Roman Emperor [ One Historian 
referred to the Empire as ‘Neither Holy,Roman or an Empire]. He was found guilty of Heresy and 
sentenced, like all Heretics, to be burned at the stake. In the event he was shown some mercy when 
he was strangled as he was tied to the stake and then his body burned. A truly Christian gesture by the 
Emperor and the Church.

We have a great privilege in having the Scriptures readily available to us. Sadly, the Bible is in danger of 
deserving the cynical definition of a classic book - a book that everyone has heard of and no one reads!

This is all by way of a plug for the Bible Study I am hoping to initiate come October. Unlike previous 
ones, rather than go in for a block on a topic for several weeks in a row I was hoping for it to meet 
regularly through the Autumn and Winter and into early Spring.

I know that, personally, I thought I understood the Bible but the academic studies I took showed me 
how little I really understood. 

Before anyone is put off, it is not intended to make this Study high powered and very theological 
but rather to explore what we think of sections of the bible and look at various insights and see what 
relevance it has for us today.

In September, if you could let me know if you are at all 
interested and what times of the week would suit. It is not my 
intention to make them weekly but possibly every 3 to 4 weeks 
through from October to March/April.

Andrew Bruce

Bible Study
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Property Report
Summer is the time when we hope to have few property 
problems and on the whole that has been the situation 
this year. One or two items are still outstanding and 
plan to have them tied up within the next few weeks.

MANSE
The roof inspection of the Manse is planned for 
September. Manse fire extinguisher is overdue its 
service and that will be arranged as soon as it is 
convenient to Dorothy.

Unfortunately, water is ingressing into the house from 
the roof/down pipe of the sun lounge. Repairs were 
effected recently and we hoped that the problem was 
finally resolved. It may well be that we have a new 
problem or some additional work requires to be carried 
out to the initial repair. Trades have been alerted and 
will be attending this week. 

CHURCH
Work completed
a. Non slip material on the external hall access surface 

has had additional studs added to flatten out the 
bulge.

b. Hand rails added to either side of the church front 
door.

c. Annex window bars have been re-fitted after the 
repair and painting of the window.

d. Garden bin now delivered

Work in progress
Preparation of a board to allow for easy movement of 
the digital piano.

Gates: A visit has been arranged with NAC Planning 
Department, who have been very helpful to us, in 
trying to resolve the outstanding issues with the 
gates between church and cottage. NAC restrictions /
specifications are creating difficulties for the metal 
production company in the actual fitting of the gates 

to the existing wall holes. 
Hopefully, a solution can be 
found and we can progress 
with this work.

Removal of debris from inside 
the steeple: 
Estimates are being acquired 
but builders are more 
interested in external work during the summer months 
than working indoors. This is not major work, at this 
point, but it requires scaffolding to be erected in the 
balcony to enable safe working. As soon as the debris 
has been cleared the Timber Preservation specialists 
will be invited back to complete the initial survey.

Repair of hall wall/cottage side:
This work is also out for estimate at present.
 
Surveyor - Church Project Manager:
The Surveyor has commenced preparation of the 
tender documents and he plans to have an initial draft 
by end of this month.

Forthcoming Work
a. To comply with church regulations we require 

to carry out an annual survey of the church roof. 
This is being planned for September and the 
opportunity will be taken to replace damaged slates 
and clear any blocked gutters. 

b. Again to comply with regulations we must have all 
electrical items checked annually.

c. This will commence whenever the electrician can 
slot this work into his diary.

Finally, many thanks to the gardening team who have 
been busy during July and August keeping the church 
gardens tidy.

Mima McSwan 

Pokemon Go
I’m sure that many of you 
will have heard of the latest 
smartphone-based game, 
“Pokemon Go”, even if you 
haven’t the foggiest clue as 
to what it’s about! 

I decided to download the 
app to see what the fuss was 
about - and I’m still unsure 

exactly what you’re meant 
to do, apart from catch odd-
named creatures! However, 
our church is a designated 
‘Pokestop’ meaning that every 
time you pass by, you can gain 
a few extra ‘pokeballs’ and 
other accessories that let you 
catch the Pokemons!  You also 
get ‘Poke Gyms’ - there’s one 

along at the War Memorial 
at Sainsbury’s where you 
can apparently train and 
make your caught Pokemons 
stronger. 

You might even catch a wild 
Rattata or Jigglypuff in the 
church during the sermon!

by Stuart McMahon
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Blythswood Care Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 2016
Your response last year in supporting the Blythswood Christmas 
Shoe Box Appeal was overwhelming and very much appreciated 
and we would ask you to once again consider supporting this very 
worthwhile charity.

If you are happy just to bring your donations along and put 
them into the general box under the table in the hallway 
starting 4th September we will be delighted to receive them. 
Alternatively, we have a good number of boxes already covered 
, if you would prefer to fill your own box then please uplift one or as many as you like from the 
annex. That too will be very acceptable. 
 
The ‘BOX LADIES’ as they are now known have already started covering the boxes with Christmas 
wrapping paper and gearing themselves for the packing of all your donated items into the shoe 
boxes - on your behalf and in advance we thank them very much for taking on this very onerous 
but rewarding task.

To help you we have printed below a list of items they are seeking. It is up to you to decide who to fill 
a box for; it could be a baby, a young child, a teenager, a man or a woman. Checklists are available to 
be uplifted from the hallway. All we ask is that you tick off the items on the checklist that are in your 
box. As we go to print we do not have a deadline date for the uplifting of the boxes but it is usually the 
beginning of November. 

BLYTHSWOOD CARE CHRISTMAS SHOE BOX APPEAL 2014

Your response last year in supporting the 
Blythswood Christmas Shoe Box Appeal was 
overwhelming and very much appreciated and 
we would ask you to once again consider 
supporting this very worthwhile charity.

If you are happy just to bring your donations along and put them into the general box at the front 
of the church we will be delighted to receive them. Alternatively, if you wish to cover a shoebox 
or as many shoeboxes as you like with Christmas Paper then fill it/them with your choice of 
goods.  That too will be very acceptable.  

The ladies who dealt with the boxes last year have again kindly volunteered to pack the items into 
the shoe boxes on your behalf and in advance we thank them very much.

To help you we have printed a copy of items they are seeking.  It is up to you to decide who to fill a 
box for; it could be a baby, a young child, a teenager, a man or a woman.  Official checklists will be 
available shortly and all we ask is that you tick off the items on the checklist that are in your box.  
As we go to print we do not have a deadline date for the uplifting of the boxes but it is usually the 
beginning of November.  Hopefully by the next magazine we will have checklists and be able to let 
you know the closing date.       

If you have any spare shoeboxes please bring them to the church and if you 
require a box to fill then please feel free to uplift as many as you wish. 

SHOE BOX APPEAL 2014

Christian care for body and soul

GOODS REQUIRED
EMPTY SHOE BOXES

Toothbrushes Toothpaste Soap Face Cloths Toiletries
Combs Small Toys Pens/Pencils Notebooks Rubbers
Crayons Socks Gloves Hats Scarves
Baby Goods (NO TALCUM)                  

No foods are permitted apart from sweets (no chocolate) and they must have a
Best Before date MARCH 2015 or later

Please also note that all clothing must be new

Essential items for each box are
toothpaste/toothbrush, soap, hat/scarf, 

gloves, warm jumper, small toy car or small doll
everything else is optional.

Closing date for filled boxes still to be confirmed

If you require a box to be uplifted please ring any of the office-bearers

Christmas
Shoebox
Appeal

Blythswood

Shoe Box Appeal 2016

2017
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Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: Convener: Rev Dorothy Granger
Members: Elders - Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Liz Clark, Mrs Moira 
Cooper; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona 
Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch; Mrs Elizabeth McCracken;  
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; Mrs Jean Rainey; 
Mr Willie Stark; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder).  
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor). 
 
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: Miss Mima McSwan
Members: Elders - Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox;  
Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon; Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen 
Hunter. Co-opted - Mr Jim Neil.

COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Members: Elders - Miss Alison Buick; Mr Gordon McMahon.  
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Members: Mr Willie Stark; Mr George Campbell; Mrs Edith 
Murchie; Mr Archie McAllister; Mr Ian Martin; Mrs Emily 
Gaw; Mrs Morag Forsyth

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:  
Members: Elders – Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; 
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell. 
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay; Mrs Carol 
Gilmour. 

STEWARDSHIP: Convener: Mr Andrew Bruce
Members: Elders – Mr Alistair Colquhoun; Mrs Moira 
Cooper; Mrs Pauline Reid; Mr Mitchell Darroch. Co-opted – 
Mr Angus Dodds; Rev Dorothy Granger (as required).

POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Minister Rev Dorothy Granger
10 Seafield Drive, 
Ardrossan KA22 8NU

01294 463571 DGranger@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerks Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, 
Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848 stuart@md93.co.uk

Mima McSwan
7 Springvale Street, 
Saltcoats KA21 5LR

01294 602410 j.macswan716@btinternet.com

Organist, Rollkeeper 
/ Data Protection & 
Website

Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, 
Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848 stuart@md93.co.uk

Treasurer Angus Dodds
16 Witches Linn, 
Ardrossan, KA22 8NP

01294 464836 angusdodds@talktalk.net

Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, 
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867 g.armstrong18@yahoo.co.uk

Freewill Offering 
Envelopes

Alistair Colquhoun
30 Sharphill Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5NP

01294 463628

Acting Property 
Convenor

Mima McSwan
7 Springvale Street, 
Saltcoats

01294 602410 j.macswan716@btinternet.com

Safeguarding 
Convenors

Christine Ewing
210 Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700 christene.ewing1@hotmail.co.uk

Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881 ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine Editor / 
Life & Work

Elizabeth McMahon
8 Kennedy Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5NJ

01294 464428 elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net

Flower Convenors Chrissie Baillie
40 Gladstone Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 463903 kiri40@talktalk.net

Emily Gaw
10 Diddup Drive, 
Stevenston KA20 4AF

01294 464075

The Guild
Secretary:  
Anne Hynd 

42 Gladstone Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 464587 annehynd@aol.co.uk

Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch
17 Caledonia Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team Phyllis Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, 
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881 ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk
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FLOWER ROTA FLOWER DISTRIBUTION

Sept 11th Mr I Wilson Mrs J Rainey

Sept 18th Mrs I Passway Mrs I Smith

Sept 25th VACANT Mrs E McInnes

Oct 2nd Mrs P Martin Mrs I Passway

Oct 9th Mrs A O’Hanlon Mrs M Harvey

Oct 16th Mrs C Meney Miss M Paterson

Oct 23rd Mrs G Massie Mrs M Cassidy

Oct 30th Mrs M Cooper Mrs P Reid

Nov 6th Misses Biggins Miss A Buick

Nov 13th Miss A Buick Mrs M Hunter

Nov 20th Mrs N Fleming Miss E Breakenridge

Nov 27th Mrs E Gaw Mrs I Martin

Sunday Church Door Duty Rota

DATE TEAM COORDINATOR

Sept 11th Team E Mrs C Gilmour

Sept 18th Team A Mr A Dodds

Sept 25th Team B Mr A Macdonald

Oct 2nd Team C Mrs E McInnes

Oct 9th Team D Mr G Armstrong

Oct 16th Team E Mrs J Rainey

Oct 23rd Team A Mrs A O’Hanlon

Oct 30th Team B Mrs C Gilmour

Nov 6th Team C Miss A Buick

TEAM A
Mrs P Martin
Mrs E Green
Miss E Howie
Mrs E McCracken

TEAM B
Miss E Breakenridge
Mrs J Hay
Mrs L Clark
Mrs J Fox
Mrs M Hunter

TEAM C
Mrs F Liddell
Mr G Campbell
Mrs B McWilliam
Mrs V Bruce
Mrs M Forsyth

TEAM D
Miss M Paterson
Mrs M Cooper
Mrs E Gaw
Mrs C Morton

TEAM E
Mrs S McCulloch
Mrs M Cassidy
Mrs P Armstrong
Mrs E Murchie

DATE TEAM COORDINATOR

Nov 13th Team D Mr A Dodds

Nov 20th Team E Mr A Macdonald

Nov 27th Team A Mrs E McInnes

Dec 4th Team B Mr G Armstrong

Dec 11th Team C Mrs J Rainey

Dec 18th Team D Mrs A O’Hanlon

Dec 25th Team E Mrs C Gilmour

2017 2017 2017

Jan 1st Team A Miss A Buick
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 IF GOD HAD VOICE MAIL 

We have all learned to live with voice mail as a necessary part of modern life. But you may have 
wondered, "What if God decided to install voice mail?" Imagine praying and hearing this... 

Thank you for calling My Father's House.  
Please select one of the following options: 
Press 1 for request 
Press 2 for thanksgiving  
Press 3 for complaints  
Press 4 for all other inquiries 

What if God used the familiar excuse, "All the angels are helping other customers right now. Please stay on the line. 
You call will be answered in the order it was received.”

Can you imagine getting these kinds of response as you call on God in prayer? 
If you would like to speak to Gabriel, press 1 now 
If you would like to speak to Michael, press 2 now  
For a directory of other angels, press 3 now 
If you would like to hear King David sing a Psalm while you're holding, press 4 now 
To find out if a love one has been assigned to heaven, enter his or her social security number now.  
For reservations at My Father's House, press the letters J-O-H-N and then 3-1-6.  
For answers on nagging questions about the age of earth and where Noah's Ark is, please wait until you arrive here.  
Our computers show that you have already called once today. Please hang up and try again tomorrow. 
This office is closed for the weekend. Please call again on Monday after 9:00 a.m.

Friendship Quotes

Friendship is the most valuable gift one can give.   
Friendship is someone who visits for no other reason than to see you. 
A real friend is one who walks in when the rest of the world walks out.  

Friends are the siblings God never gave us.

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
0500 340875  or  46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Ticking all the Business Boxes

www.activeof�ce.co.uk    Tel: 01563 524255

Of�ce Supplies & Furniture
  IT Support & Services
  Photocopiers

Design & Print
Website Development

Promotional Merchandise

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm

10 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 469119

Open 7 Days
• Take Away •

• Home Delivery •
• Outside Catering •

JOHN FORAN 
Dentist

Mr J. Foran, B.D.S
31 Glasgow Street, 

Ardrossan
KA22 8EP

Tel: 603468

Discounted annual subscriptions  
available through the church

www.lifeandwork.org

The monthly magazine of 
the Church of Scotland
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Tel: Donna Dunlop
07874 365415

Gents’ Barber

DEE DEES 
CUTZ

3 Young Street, Ardrossan

www.deedeescutz.co.uk

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 6464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

Sunnyside Nursery

Flowers for all occasions
UK-wide delivery of our own bouquets  

freshly made at Sunnyside

Off Hazelgrove,
Kilwinning 
Tel: 552113

Fantastic deals on  
Alton and Robinsons Greenhouses

• Flower Shop • Garden Centre
• Nursery  • Greenhouse Agents

www.sunnysidenursery.co.uk

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305 and 465019

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlin@bs7671.plus.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing
All plumbing work  

undertaken
Disabled Shower  

Specialist

Tel: 01294 463060
Mob: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

Shuttle Buses Coach Hire

16, 24, 33, 49, 53 and 70-seater coaches for hire
For a free, no obligation quote call us on 01294 550757

or online at www.shuttlebuses.co.uk
7 GLASGOW STREET, ARDROSSAN KA22 8EW

01294 537477
www.saltirehealthcare.co.uk

Evaluating, growing & nurturing, 
aiding & enhancing independence

New & Used Car Sales,
Motability, Finance.
All Makes Service, MOT & Repair.
Ford Parts & Accessories.
Bodyshop Accident/Insurance
Repairs & Restorations.

Ardrossan
01294 469124Kerr Baillie



Cavani’s

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers

We sell over 200 varieties of 
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets

Established 1902

West End Cafe

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

29 Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EB
tel: 01294 607001  fax: 01294 606407

3 Lade Street Largs KA30 8AZ
tel: 01475 670555  fax: 01475 670555

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom 
now open in Saltcoats

24 Hour Service

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

• NEWSAGENTS • BOOKSELLERS •
• STATIONERS • TOBACCONIST • 

STARKS

10 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats 
Telephone: 463439

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

THE FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE WITH 
ESTATE AGENCY AND FINANCIAL ADVISORS

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• Used Cars
• Tyres
• Exhausts
• MOTs
• Repairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 464131

85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027

E-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan, Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

Email:margo.paterson@virgin.net
www.parkhousegarage.co.uk


