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From our Locum Minister, Rev Mandy Hickman … 

Hello 
I thought I would just say a big hello to you all. Some of you I will have met and some not yet, since I 
joined you as locum at the beginning of July from up the road in West Kilbride. It’s lovely to be here 
worshipping with you and I am mindful that you will be missing your own minister and continue to 
pray for Dorothy and her recovery back to full health. 

Over the summer months we have been adjusting to our new surroundings and I think you have all 
risen to the challenge well! It hasn’t daunted our singing or our worship, albeit a bit cosy at times. 
But whatever our surroundings we come in community remembering that however many are gathered 
- if we hold Jesus in our hearts and God in our thoughts and being, and allow the Holy Spirit to move 
among us and be present with us enabling and upholding us. Then it does not matter what our 
surroundings look like for God is with us and this becomes a sacred space.

We have also been taking time to think about and pray for those of you in the congregation who cannot 
join us for worship for whatever reason and we hold you in our thoughts, prayers and worship too. So, 
as I begin to remember names and find my way round Ardrossan, Saltcoats and Stevenston please do 
stop and say Hello! 

Every blessing 

Mandy 

At one of our Sunday services we got onto wool 
(Good Shepherd) which then brought up one 
of the projects we support at West Kilbride 
which some members of the congregation were 
interested in knitting for. 

Knit for Peace UK is an initiative of the 
Charities Advisory Trust. It grew out of projects 
developed in Rwanda and India, which 
brought together women of traditionally hostile 
communities (Hutu and Tutsi war widows in 
Rwanda and Muslim and Hindu women in the 
slums of Delhi) to knit clothes for street children 
and orphans.

Knit For Peace have set up knitting groups in 
India and Pakistan, Hindu and Muslim, needles 
click in accord. In Rwanda, Hutus and Tutsis are 
stitching their differences together. All able to take 
place because they provide women from formerly 
hostile communities common cause: organising 
knitting and sewing businesses.

Knit For Peace have set up Knit for Peace 
groups here in the UK. Their women’s prison 
group has been a great success – with a waiting list 
to get in, group members have found it easier to 
quit smoking because they now knit instead!!

Knit For Peace were able to give immediate 
response to a request for blankets and trauma 
teddies at the recent Grenfell tower disaster and 
will be sending knitting kits (yarn, needles etc) to 
help survivors feel the calming effects of knitting.

Items for knitting include - blankets, squares 
for blankets, scarves, hats, gloves for adults and 
children accepted, as well as small knitted toys 
and children’s jumper and jackets. If you would 
like to contribute any of these items, then please 
do get knitting! 

For more information and patterns go online to 
www.knitforpeace.org.uk/

Blessings 
Mandy

Rev. Mandy Hickman, Tel: 01475 675347
Email: mhickman@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Church Diary
Pleased be assured of a warm welcome at all our services. 

Tea & coffee served in hall afterwards 

SEPTEMBER

Sunday 3rd

10.45 a.m. Morning Worship
 ‘Messenger’ & Life & Work available for uplifting

Thursday 7th

10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m. Country Dancing Resumes

Saturday 9th
10 - 1.00 p.m. Presbytery Safeguarding Course

Sunday 10th
10.45 a.m. Morning Worship

Monday 11th
7.00 p.m. Guild Committee Meeting

Thursday 14th

10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
2.30 p.m. Country Dancing
7.30 p.m. Kirk Session Meeting

Sunday 17th
10.45 a.m. Morning Worship

Thursday 21st

10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m. Country Dancing

Sunday 24th
10.45 a.m. Morning Worship - Sacrament of Holy Communion
 Material required for ‘Messenger’

Thursday 28th

10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
2.30 p.m. Country Dancing

OCTOBER

Sunday 1st

10.45 a.m. Morning Worship - Harvest Thanksgiving
 ‘Messenger’ & Life & Work available for uplifting

Monday 2nd
7.30 p.m. Guild - Sacrament of Holy Communion

Tuesday 3rd
7.30 p.m. Ardrossan Presbytery meets in hall

Thursday 5th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m. Country Dancing

Sunday 8th
10.45 a.m. Morning Worship

Monday 9th

7.30 p.m. Guild - Concert by Harmonia Choir

Tuesday 10th
7.30 p.m. Friends of Guiding Business Meeting

Thursday 12th

10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
2.30 p.m. Country Dancing

Sunday 15th
10.45 a.m. Morning Worship

Treasurer’s Report
The balance of the General accounts of the Church as at 31st July was £5,370  
We have still to pay out half of our M&M payment this year so we need to keep 
this in mind.

Weekly givings throughout June, July and August have remained steady, averaging £600 which is down 
on April and May givings. This may be due to people being on holiday. Our members who pay annually, 
by cheque and by standing order contributed £5,376 over June and July.
 
We always have ongoing expenses for the running of the Church and have had a few extra this year with 
the ongoing building work e.g. we had to make sure the organ was fully protected when we decanted to 
the hall when the Church building was closed for renovation. This alone cost us £1,080.00.

Jean Rainey, Treasurer

Sunday 10.45 a.m. Creche & Sunday School
Monday 10.00 a.m. Keep Fit Group
 7.30 p.m. The Guild
Tuesday 2.00 p.m. *KA Leisure Aerobics
 4.00 – 8.00 p.m. The Craft Team
Wednesday 6.15 - 8.30 p.m. *1st Saltcoats Girl Guides
Thursday 2.30 & 7.30 p.m.  Country Dance Club   
 Alternate weeks

* Outside organisations who use our premises

THE FOLLOWING ORGANISATIONS ALSO 
MEET REGULARY EVERY WEEK
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Prayer Page Contributed by Alison Buick

PRESSING THE BUTTON

Lord God the source of all power, listen as we plead for all who have 
authority in government. For all who make the law and keep an eye on 
those who govern that they may protect the poor and powerless.

Give them wisdom to discern between good and evil.

May those who govern, rule selflessly concerned to achieve justice and 
peace everywhere. Make our judges and magistrates shrewd and sensitive, 
without fear or favour.

Give them wisdom to discern between good and evil.

Bend prime ministers and presidents to your iron will that immense 
authority may not make them despots. 

Encourage all who interpret government to the people that their obedient service may be  
honourable.

Give them wisdom to discern between good and evil

Shape the political parties and multi-national companies which influence policies and parliaments and 
teach all Chistians to use power as good citizens and caring neighbours.

Give them wisdom to discern between good and evil.

Lord God the source of all power revealed by Jesus King of Kings and Lord of Lords nailed to a cross.

Extracted from Prayers by Tony Burnham and Graham Cook “Say one for me”

Father we pray for your church throughout the world.  
 
A church that always seeks new ways of making the gospel 
known, revealing you to men and women  
everywhere, and reconciling them to you and to one another 
with a renewed sense of being one in Christ.

Father we pray for a church that thrives in diversity, for a deeper 
sense of our belonging together and to each other regardless 
of our different hopes, fears, visions and dreams. Help us to 
discover a new joy in being the people of God and give us a fresh 
delight in each other’s fellowship, worship and praise. 

Father we pray that Christians everywhere may love their 
neighbours as you love and cherish us for whom we are. Give us a new ability to stamp out any 
prejudiced positions, and to break down the walls that divide.

And may the grace and love of Christ bind us to stand together as one.

Amen

Extracted from WM

Look out into the universe and contemplate the glory of God. Observe the stars, millions of them, 
twinkling in the night sky, all with a message of unity, part of the very nature of God.
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Church Register
FUNERALS:  
“In my Father’s house are many mansions”

27.7.17  
Mrs May Dunlop, Caledonia Care Home  
Saltcoats, formerly of Parkview, Ardrossan   
        
 
8.8.17  
Mrs Helen McIntyre, Arran View Care Home  
Saltcoats, formerly of Union Street, Saltcoats  
        
20.8.17      
Mrs Susan Boyd, 32 Springvale Street, Saltcoats  
        
25.8.17     
Mr William Stark, 16 Sharphill Road, Saltcoats

From the Editor
Please note that the next edition of ‘Kirkgate 
Messenger’ will be available on Sunday 1st 
October. It would be appreciated if material 
could be handed in by Sunday 24th September 
at the very latest. 

Please feel free to email me at  
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net with any 
interesting news or events so that we can record 
them in the October edition of ‘The Messenger’. 
A written copy will be fine if you don’t use a 
computer. 

Please also remember that if you would like a 
printing job done whether private or church then 
please do speak to me or Stuart and we will do 
our best to accommodate your requirements. 

I have just received the order form for 2018 for 
Life & Work which has to be completed and 
returned by November. Should you wish to cancel 
now is the time to inform me please or if you 
would like to subscribe to Life & Work
I will be happy to order a copy 
for you.

Elizabeth McMahon, 
Editor & Life & Work Convenor

Life & Work

BAPTISM: 
“Suffer the little children to come unto me”

20.8.17
Hannah Jennifer Helen MacPherson, 
25 Anderson Terrace, Ardrossan
Infant daughter of Judith & Stuart 

There were a few requests to print the following 
verse which was printed on the order of service at 

Vera’s funeral in May:

Thoughts by the late Vera Combe

Sitting in the gloaming looking over the years
brings back memories of laughter and tears,

from young girl to an old lady at the end of her life; 
to the joys and the happiness, 

 the trouble and strife; to all companions she met 
on the way - the cheery ones, the sad ones, some 
with no say; the brave ones, the weak ones, the 

poor and the rich; the kind ones, the hard ones that 
wouldn’t give an inch.

Where are they now, those folk that passed by?
Do they think of me now with a tear in their eye?

To them, was I selfish or reasonable sad?
Did I bring happiness or pleasure 

or make them all mad?
I hope they enjoyed me as I enjoyed them:

to them I will say “Good-night” and “Amen”.
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Property Report 
General property repairs have been few in number over the summer months and long may that  
continue – no doubt to the delight of the Treasurer. 

Manse 
Some general work has been carried out at the manse recently with any unwanted material being 
removed to the tip. 

The decking at the rear of the Manse has now been power washed and re-stained.

The recently erected side gate painted to match the external colour scheme.

A tile and some flashing has come away from the roof so this will be attended to ASAP. The annual check 
of the roof will be programmed for late September. 

Church 
Fire Extinguishers – The fire extinguishers throughout the building have been serviced. One extinguisher 
failed the service and a replacement is now on order. Unfortunately, next year we will require to replace 
4 water extinguishers. Extinguishers require to receive either an extended service every five years or 
complete replacement. Extended service is not really an option for Kirkgate as it involves sending the 
units off site, and although the church may be low risk, I do not think that is a road we will be going 
down. The Manse fire extinguisher is not due to be serviced until October.

Communion Silver – The Kirk Session agreed that the communion silver should be reviewed by 
representatives of CARTA, with a view to receiving an up-to-date insurance & saleable value. The  
representatives visited Kirkgate in July and we are awaiting values from CARTA. 

Vestry Boiler – The ongoing problem with the boiler, lies not in the boiler but, 
in the length of extraction tubing to the outside wall. When it rains the water 
is pouring off the overhanging roof and being pushed back up the tube in 
through the boiler, more so if the wind is blowing in the wrong direction. This 
will be rectified by the engineers shortly.

Overhanging Branches – We have been troubled by overhanging branches 
hitting the flat roof at the rear of the building for several months now. We were 
not at liberty to trim the branches as the trees are in grounds belonging to 
North Ayrshire Council. The council gardeners visited recently and have now 
cut down one tree and cut back the troublesom branches from the others.

Mima McSwan/Stuart McMahon 
Food Bank Gig

The recent Gig held on Friday 25th August was a very successful 
evening, thoroughly enjoyed by everyone who attended.  They 
were entertained by a local band from St Matthew’s Academy, Tom 
McGuire & the Brassholes along with supporting band Riff-Raff.

The bags of food requested as an entry fee for attendance  was sufficient to supply meals for 250 
families. Thanks to everyone involved.

Look out for adverts for ‘Sound on the Sand’ our next event which is on Saturday 23 September.   It 
will be a free, fun family day event to be held on the promenade close to the ‘Dasher War Memorial’ in 
South Crescent, Ardrossan and it starts at 1.00 p.m.

Pamela Martin 
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Kirkgate Renovation Project – Update September 2017
The Restoration Project is making steady progress. 
From the arrival of the contractor’s huts to the  
scaffolding being erected; the power washing of 
the loose stonework, we now begin to see the true  
colour of the stone. 

In June, the rotten timber lintels in the steeple 
were removed and replaced with new. The 
installation of an internal platform and ladders 
were built within the steeple to aid access.

The church windows were removed in late June 
and the gaps securely boarded up. The glass was  
transferred to the Rainbow Glass workshops in 
Prestwick for re-leading and replacement of any  
damaged glass. The 3 war memorial and 2 artistic 
windows from the previous Barony St Johns 
Church had been transported to the Rainbow 
workshops previously to be prepared and resized 
to fit their new location.

On a building of over 150 years, with little 
stonework maintenance over the years, it is 
not to be unexpected that we would encounter 
additional problems. A good number of the stone 
blocks around the building were in need of being 
replaced/refaced. New stone has arrived on site 
and that work is now underway. Window sills are 
also in need of attention.

The removal of the three large lancet windows 
at the front of the church, highlighted the fact 
that the stonework was in an extremely poor 
condition. There was no way the glaziers could 
possibly insert the new windows without 
considerable amount of stonework being 
replaced. The largest part of that work is the 
replacement of the two main pillars set between 
the three lancet windows. That is a major piece of 
work which requires the existing stonework above 
and around the windows to be supported during 
the replacement of these stone mullions. 

Similarly the the rose shaped window, also at 
the front of the church had severe stone erosion. 
Again, this is a large piece of work and the actual 
rose shape of the window will require to be 
fashioned in new stone and shaped to fit. Stone for 
the above has been ordered but will not be on site 
for several weeks. 

85% of the stonework has now been pointed and 
what a difference that makes to the church.

Unfortunately, not only was the stone in poor 
condition but the rainwater downpipes and 
gutters need to be replaced. If they are replaced 
in cast iron that will be a considerable cost. 
Our Project Manager has suggested that we 
use a different product, equally as good, which 
would be a cost saving to us, but requires NAC 
permission as we are a listed building. We are 
awaiting that permission.

The costs have understandably escalated due 
to this extra work, but it makes sense to have all 
the work carried out when the scaffolding is in 
place. In addition, the contractors had hoped to 
complete the work by the beginning of October, 
that time frame requires to be extended to cover 
all the additional works. I think we will now be 
looking at the 
first fortnight of 
November. 

Kirkgate, when 
completed, will be 
a building fit for the 
future.

Mima McSwan /
StuartMcMahon

JOKES
Three boys are bragging about their dads.   
The first says: “When my dad writes something called a poem he gets like £100 for it.
The second boy says: “That’s nothing!  if my dad writes something called a song he get’s like £200 for it.   
To which the third boy replies: “When my dad writes something called a sermon, after he’s done reading it, it takes 
like eight people to collect all the money for it!!

..............
A priest whose sermons where long and boring, announced in the church on a Sunday that he had been 
transferred to another church and that it was Jesus’ wish that he leave that week.
The gathering in the church got up and sang: “What a friend we have in Jesus!!”
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For Your Amusement..... 

Kirkgate Renovation Project – Stained Glass Windows 

Some photographs taken in Rainbow Glass’s Workshop in Prestwick showing the templates taken of 
the lancet windows and work being done on one of the plain leaded windows and the girl working on 
another which unfortunately we can’t quite identify but it is our property she is working on. 
We hope you will agree that this very specialised restoration work being done to the windows will 
greatly enhance the sanctuary once they are back in place.

Photographs courtesy of Rainbow Glass, Prestwick
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Congratulations

Baptism 105th Birthday

Hannah Jennifer Helen MacPherson 

pictured after her Baptism  

on Sunday 20th August 2017

along with Mum and Dad Judith and Stuart, 

big brother Adam  

and Rev Mandy Hickman

We send every blessing to Hannah  

and her family 

Flowers and Congratulations were sent to Mrs 
Margaret Craig, Caledonia Care Home, Saltcoats 
on the occasion of her 105th Birthday on 1st 
June 2017. We send her every blessing for her 
continued good health. 

Margaret was pictured in the 
local paper recently with two 
other ladies aged 102 and 
100 who are also resident in 
the care home. Perhaps we 
should be asking them their 
secret to longevity. 

PROPOSED MEN’S CLUB - ST CUTHBERTS CHURCH, SALTCOATS 
We are hoping to start a Mens Club at St. Cuthberts and 
would like to extend a welcome to any of your  
Congregation (men obviously) who would like to come along.  
We have a provisional start date for Wednesday 4th October 
between 7 and 9.00 p.m.  The evenings would consist of 
games, quizzes, items of interest, music/books and perhaps 
later, some speakers.  We may also have an over 50’s table 
tennis group. At the moment things are flexible until we actually get started.  If interested please 
mention to Stuart McMahon who has been asked to pass on any interest from your congregation.

Tom Sommerville
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 Contributed by Elizabeth McMahonThe Guild
The new session 2017/2018 of the Guild starts on Monday 2nd October at 7.30 p.m. with 
a service celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Communion and Dedication, this will be 
conducted by Rev Mandy Hickman due to Dorothy’s continuing illness. 

On Monday 9th October we have a concert given by the Harmonia Choir at 7.30 p.m. Tickets costing 
£4 will be on sale very soon from any member of the guild - this includes a supper. We hope you will 
support this concert as there are a few kent faces performing!

All our meetings start at 7.30 p.m. unless stated. Further dates for your diary:

October 
Monday 23  Kilwinning Heritage Centre - Mrs Watson
    30  Five Dinner Guests - Nigel Lawrie
November
      6  Silent Auction & Quiz - raising money for our chosen charities
    13  Birds, Buddism & Blue Whales - Andrew Shand 

We hope that some if not all of our evenings will appeal to you and that you will consider coming 
along to give your support - no restrictions - men and women, young and not so young. You will all be 
made most welcome and you can enjoy the fellowship over a cup of tea afterwards. 

Kirkgate’s Donations to Charity

Borderline
Supporting Homeless  
Scots in London

Thank you to Kirkgate from everyone at 
Borderline. Your generous donation of £133 
allowed Borderline to continue with our vital 
projects , such as the Scottish Outreach 
Worker project.

Alex, the Outreach Worker helped support
59 clients last year and we are extremely 
grateful to the congregation for their 
continued interest in helping some of the 
most vulnerable Scots in London.

You can find out more information on our 
website www.borderline-uk.org

I would like to thank everyone at 
Kirkgate Church for the fantastic 
sum of £507.30. Your hard work and 
generosity is much appreciated, and 

has greatly contributed to taking the Saltcoats Group 
total for this year’s CA Week to £2,524.90.

If anyone at Kirkgate would like to be involved in next 
year’s Door to Door or Street collections, I would be 
delighted to hear from them. Most collectors find this 
not only very rewarding, but a great opportunity to take 
the church into the community.

Thank you all once again for all your hard work this 
Christian Aid Week.

Graeme Sutherland,  
25 Eglinton Street,Saltcoats, KA21 5DE

LINKED HANDS - ARDROSSAN PARK CHURCH
Community, chat, coffee and cake  at Park Church  
1.30 - 3.00 p.m. All are welcome including those living with 
dementia and their carers.  A suggested donation of £2 
would be appreciated.  

For further information contact:
Tanya Webster 01294 538903
Archie Currie 07881 452115

2017 Dates
Friday 15 September

Wednesday   4 October

Friday 20 October

Wednesday   1 November

Friday 17 November

Wednesday   6 December

Friday 15 December
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What’s on in Kirkgate

You are warmly invited to join us  
at The Lord’s Table for the  

Celebration of Holy Communion 
on

 Sunday 24th September at 10.45 a.m.

 “This do in remembrance of me”

We have already started collecting 
your donations of clothing, toys, 
toiletries or anything you think 
would be good to help fill the 
boxes. Further details 
on page 12

Blythswood Care Christmas 
Shoe Box Appeal 2017

Tickets, costing £4 including a light supper, 
will be on sale soon from any guild member.

Why don’t you bring a friend and join us. You 
will be assured of a warm welcome and an 
entertaining evening.

We look forward to your support.

Kirkgate Guild 
Opening Concert

Harmonia Choir 
MONDAY 9th OCTOBER

7.30 p.m.

Harvest Thanksgiving
Our service to celebrate Harvest 
Thanksgiving will be held on 
Sunday 1st October at 10.45 a.m. 

Further details of this year’s chosen 
charity can be found on page 13.

A Harvest Donation Envelope is 
enclosed with this magazine.

Advance Notice

CHRISTMAS 
FAIR

 Saturday  
25th Nov 2017

All the usual stalls
Further information

next month
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Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 2017
Annabelle has been busy wrapping the shoeboxes in Christmas paper ready for filling with all your 
generous donations and has at the last count over 100 ready.  However if you have any empty boxes still 
bring them down to the church and they will be covered ready for filling.

The collection boxes will be in the small hall and we already have some shoeboxes filled which will be 
on display as our alternative Harvest Gifts at our Harvest Thanksgiving Service on Sunday 1st October. 

The ‘Box Ladies’ have already started filling the boxes which are usually uplifted around the first week in 
November. They look forward to receiving your usual very generous donations. They also accept gifts of 
money to allow them to buy items which are in short supply and any money left over goes towards the 
transporting of the boxes to mainly Eastern Europe.
 
We hope you found some bargains during the summer sales. Toiletries such as toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, combs seem to be in short supply at the moment but anything from stationery, baby 
items, sanitary items, clothing which must be new and any sweets 
must be dated at least March 2018 will all be very acceptable. The 
boxes are filled according to age and gender ranging from babies, 
toddlers, teenagers, men and women. We are sure that you can think 
of many more simple items which can mean a lot to the people who 
receive the boxes.

Keep Fit
We start back on Monday 4th 
September at 10.00 a.m. when 
I hope to see you and maybe 
a few new faces. We always 
finish with a cup of tea and a 
wee chat. 
Solveig

Rag Bag Collection

Sweets 
No chocolate 
 and dated at 

least March 2018

KA Leisure Chair 
Aerobics Class
New members are always 
welcome to this class which 
meets on a Tuesday from 2.00 
- 3.00 p.m. in the church hall.  Cost is £2.50 per 
class which also includes tea/coffee and biscuits.

It’s that time of year again when you have the 
opportunity to clear out your wardrobes and 
drawers and bag them up to raise some money for 
the church at no expense to yourself.  

We even supply the black bags which you will find 
in the hallway  ready for you take away.  

Sorry but we don’t accept Duvets.   
Old shoes, towels, curtains, 
clothing and any textiles are all 
acceptable.  

Please bring your filled bags to church and  
deposit them in the hallway.  
Collection date is Tuesday 10th October.

You can bring your donations at any time 
or ask someone to uplift them for you if you 
are unable to bring them yourself.
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VISIBILITY – Our Harvest Thanksgiving Project
This year our Harvest Thanksgiving project is Visibility, a charity 
supporting children and adults who are blind or partially sighted in the 
west of Scotland and Dumfries and Galloway. 

Visibility helps people who are losing their sight, have been told their sight is not 
going to get better, or have been living with blindness or partial sight for a long time. 
They can also assist family and friends, and even people who may work with you.  
No matter their age, if they live in the west of Scotland or Dumfries and Galloway 
then Visibility can assist.

JESSIE’S STORY...

Jessie started to lose her central vision, and couldn’t read her own mail. Then 
she met Liz at Visibility...  Jessie has Macular Degeneration, which is one of the 
most common eye conditions in the UK.

She was struggling to read because of her loss of central vision, and she found 
watching TV was becoming quite difficult too. Jessie came to Visibility after 
hearing about our New View project, and tutor Liz helped her learn a reading 
technique called Eccentric Reading which focuses on using your peripheral 
vision.

Visibility’s New View project has been successfully teaching people with central vision loss to read for over 10 years. 
Eccentric reading isn’t a difficult technique to learn but it takes patience, concentration and motivation to develop the 
skills required to regain the ability to read.

PAT’S STORY...

When Pat noticed her sight was deteriorating, she wanted to try out gadgets which could help her. Pat came into Visibility 
and met Jamie in our resource room, so she could try out a range of aids and equipment that would make things easier for 
her at home.

As a charity, we are here to show you what products are available to buy, but we don’t sell any of them. That way, you 
can try before you buy and get expert advice from our unbiased staff - to find the perfect products for you and your eye 
condition. The range of household aids, magnifiers, digital readers, hearing loops and anti-glare glasses amazed Pat - she 
spent over an hour trying out magnifiers and was able to ask Jamie any questions she had about the items she tried.  Not 
everything she tried was right for her, but that’s the great thing about 
being able to give things a go before spending money on specialist 
equipment - you won’t waste a penny!

If you want to discuss anything with Visibilty, or make an 
appointment to visit their resource room and try out the 
aids and equipment, you can call them on 0141 332 4632.
Whether you’ve just been diagnosed, or if your sight is 
changing and you would like some advice on what could 
work for you - Visibility is here to help. 

GLASGOW
2 Queens Crescent 
G4 9BW
Tel: 0141 332 4632
info@visibility.org.uk

DUMFRIES
Nithbank 
DG1 2SD
01387 267131
seehear@visibility.org.uk

www.visibility.org.uk
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Letters of Appreciation
Thank you very much for 
the church flowers which 
I received after retiring 
as Treasurer. It was an 
extremely thoughtful 
gesture. My wife Elizabeth 
agreed with me that the red 
flowers matched my eyes!!  
Thanks once again.
Angus Dodds 

Many thanks for the beautiful flowers which I 
received in June. They were much appreciated and 
much admired at my special birthday celebrations
Willie Hay 

My thanks to the “flower ladies” and to the 
church/congregation for the beautiful flowers 
and good wishes sent to me recently. I appreciate 
the kind thoughts expressed and the flowers 
decorated the room beautifully. Thank you all.
Elsie Wilson. 

Many thanks for the beautiful roses I received on 
my birthday in July. Most kind and thoughtful.
Grace Massie

Thank you very much for the beautiful flowers I 
received on the Sunday after the death of my Mum 
May Dunlop. Thanks also to Mandy for delivering 
them to me. They were appreciated very much.
Wilma Smith. 

Many thanks to everyone at Kirkgate for the 
beautiful bunch of roses I received during the 
summer. So kind of you to think of me after my 
operation.
Annette Haxton

Mr & Mrs Mc Neillie wish to thank the church for 
the lovely flowers delivered recently to them. They 
were very much appreciated.

Kathy & Allan Coulter wish to say thanks to 
everyone at the church for the beautiful flowers. A 
thoughtful gesture which brightened up the house 
for Allan’s return home from hospital.

I would like to thank the Kirkgate family for the 
flowers and numerous goodwill messages I have 
received since my operation. As far as I know, at 
the moment, all went well and it is just a matter 
of recovery. Thanks again for your thoughts and 
prayers.
John Stewart

Evelyn and David Lockie would like to thank 
everyone who sent cards and flowers and good 
wishes to David, following his stroke in June. 
He is still hospital, but is making steady progress 
and he sends his warmest regards to all at 
Kirkgate.

Alastair and I would like to say a big thank you for 
the beautiful flowers received from the Church on 
the occasion of our 40th wedding anniversary. It 
was a lovely surprise. 
Jean Rainey

Thank you for the beautiful flowers I received 
recently after my fall.  It was a lovely surprise.
Catherine (Rena) Ingram

I would like to say a very big thank you for the 
beautiful flowers I have received over the summer, 
also cards, visits and good wishes, which are all 
very much appreciated while I am still not getting 
out and about, thank you.
Carol Gilmour

Thank you for the beautiful flowers which I 
received from the church. They were nice and 
colourful and greatly appreciated.
Jennifer McMahon
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South Beach House  Contributed by Margaret Cassidy

South Beach House has had a busy couple of months, we have had 
an on-going project this year which was to have the back garden 
landscaped so that the residents could use it properly. Well this is nearly 
finished. 

The friends group funded a gardener to come and bring the centre bed 
and surrounding areas back from the wilderness, also a new summer 
house was purchased with lights and new pots adding the finishing 
touches. 

Since then we have had several lovely afternoons in the garden and on 
Wednesday 26th July we held a Garden Party, unfortunately it rained all 
morning so we could not go into the garden but the party went ahead 
with our interim Minister Mandy Hickman saying Grace before we ate a 
lovely buffet lunch, all went well and some of the visitors were able to go 
out and see the back area. So thanks to the Friends Group for all this. 

The Friends Group also held a lunch on 12th June for the families of our 
residents and this was to attract others to join the group.

Our mini bus has also been out for several trips as well, some short, 
some longer but wherever it has gone the residents have enjoyed the 
outings as well as a trip to Adams House where the residents enjoyed 
their Beach Party (in Johnstone!!).

Activities and entertainers have continued over the summer months 
giving the residents a full programme.

As you pass you will see our front wall has been damaged, this was due 
to the bin lorry so we are waiting for this to be repaired.

World Mission  Contributed by Alison Buick

This edition of WM magazine focuses on the 
World Church and gives an insight into what it is 
to be part of it.The aim of World Mission Council 
is to connect the  Church of Scotland with the 
world church and building relationships with 
people gives a real understanding of what we 
have in common.We hear from various people 
who have built relationships in other countries.

Julie Griffiths led a team from Ayr Presbytery to 
Malawi and  they were privileged to visit 37  
partner projects including hospitals,youth  
diversion projects,an HIV project,churches, 
schools and nurseries.They learned so much 
about faith hope and love throughout their time 
there.

The Church of Scotland supports the Home based 
Care and Support project in Abia State Nigeria 
for people living with HIV.The project keeps up to 
date with the problems faced by these people.

Mediterranean Hope offers  
refugees and asylum seekers 
the opportunity to be flown 
directly to Italy thus avoiding 
the dangers of travel over land and sea.Once there 
help is at hand.This is a project of the federation 
of Evangelical Churches in Italy.

This is the year we celebrate the 500th anniversary 
of the reformation and we are reminded of the 
journeys of the apostle St Paul to minister and 
spread the gospel. Another journey was made by 
Douglas Simpson on a trip organised by World 
Mission Council.They were able to explore many 
of the sites familiar in name from the Bible but 
were saddened by the inhumane treatment of  
Palestinians hurrying to get work in Israel.

Extracted from WM Aug/Sept. 2017
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Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: Convener: Rev Dorothy Granger
Members: Elders - Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Liz Clark, Mrs Moira 
Cooper; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona 
Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch; Mrs Elizabeth McCracken;  
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; Mrs Jean Rainey; 
Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder).  
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor). 
 
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: Miss Mima McSwan
Members: Elders - Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox;  
Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon; Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen 
Hunter. 

COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Members: Elders - Miss Alison Buick; Mr Gordon McMahon.  
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Members: Mr George Campbell; Mrs Edith Murchie; Mr 
Archie McAllister; Mr Ian Martin; Mrs Emily Gaw; Mrs Morag 
Forsyth

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:  
Members: Elders – Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; 
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell. 
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay; Mrs Carol 
Gilmour. 

STEWARDSHIP: Convener: Mr Andrew Bruce
Members: Elders – Mr Alistair Colquhoun; Mrs Moira 
Cooper; Mrs Pauline Reid; Mr Mitchell Darroch. Co-opted – 
Mr Angus Dodds; Rev Dorothy Granger (as required).

POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Minister Rev Dorothy Granger
10 Seafield Drive, 
Ardrossan KA22 8NU

01294 463571 DGranger@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerks Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, 
Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848 stuart@md93.co.uk

Mima McSwan
7 Springvale Street, 
Saltcoats KA21 5LR

01294 602410 j.macswan716@btinternet.com

Organist, Rollkeeper 
/ Data Protection & 
Website

Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, 
Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848 stuart@md93.co.uk

Treasurer Jean Rainey
12a Caledonia Road
Saltcoats KA21 5AE

01294 464933 garthwinning@gmail.com

Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, 
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867 g.armstrong18@yahoo.co.uk

Freewill Offering 
Envelopes

Alistair Colquhoun
30 Sharphill Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5NP

01294 463628

Acting Property 
Convenor

Mima McSwan
7 Springvale Street, 
Saltcoats

01294 602410 j.macswan716@btinternet.com

Safeguarding 
Convenors

Christine Ewing
210 Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700 christene.ewing1@hotmail.co.uk

Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881 ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine Editor / 
Life & Work

Elizabeth McMahon
8 Kennedy Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5NJ

01294 464428 elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net

Flower Convenors Chrissie Baillie
40 Gladstone Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 463903 kiri40@talktalk.net

Emily Gaw
10 Diddup Drive, 
Stevenston KA20 4AF

01294 464075

The Guild
Secretary:  
Anne Hynd 

42 Gladstone Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 464587 annehynd@aol.co.uk

Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch
17 Caledonia Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team Phyllis Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, 
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881 ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001
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FLOWER ROTA FLOWER DISTRIBUTION

Sept 3rd Vacant Mrs S McCulloch 

Sept 10th Mr I Wilson Mrs M Darroch 

Sept 17th Mrs I Passway Mrs E McCracken

Sept 24th Vacant Mrs P Armstrong

Oct 1st Mrs P Martin Mrs J Hay

Oct 8th Mrs A O’Hanlon Miss C Ewing

Oct 15th Mrs C Meney Mrs C Morton

Oct 22nd Mrs G Massie Mrs I Smith

Oct 29th Mrs M Cooper Mrs E McInnes

Nov 5th Miss A Buick Mrs I Passway

Sunday Church Door Duty Rota

DATE TEAM COORDINATOR

Oct 29th Team D Mrs E McInnes

Nov 5th Team E Mr G Armstrong

Nov 12th Team A Mrs J Rainey

Nov 19th Team B Mrs A O’Hanlon

Nov 26th Team C Mrs C Gilmour

Dec 3rd Team D Miss A Buick

Dec 10th Team E Mr A Dodds

Dec 17th Team A Mr A Macdonald

TEAM A
Mrs P Martin
Mrs E Green
Miss E Howie
Mrs E McCracken

TEAM B
Miss E Breakenridge
Mrs J Hay
Mrs L Clark
Mrs J Fox
Mrs M Hunter

TEAM C
Mrs F Liddell
Mrs B McWilliam
Mrs V Bruce
Mrs M Forsyth

TEAM D
Miss M Paterson
Mrs M Cooper
Mrs E Gaw
Mrs C Morton

TEAM E
Mrs S McCulloch
Mrs M Cassidy
Mrs P Armstrong
Mrs E Murchie

DATE TEAM COORDINATOR

Sept 3rd Team A Mrs E McInnes

Sept 10th Team B Mr G Armstrong

Sept 17th Team C Mrs J Rainey

Sept 24th Team D Mrs A O’Hanlon

Oct 1st Team E Mrs C Gilmour

Oct 8th Team A Miss A Buick

Oct 15th Team B Mr A Dodds

Oct 22nd Team C Mr A Macdonald

There are a number of vacant dates over the year for putting the flowers into the church,  
if you would like to contibute flowers please speak to Chrissie Baillie Tel:463903
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Life & Work: In the September edition...... 

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
0500 340875  or  46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Ticking all the Business Boxes

www.activeof�ce.co.uk    Tel: 01563 524255

Of�ce Supplies & Furniture
  IT Support & Services
  Photocopiers

Design & Print
Website Development

Promotional Merchandise

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm

JOHN FORAN 
Dentist

Mr J. Foran, B.D.S
31 Glasgow Street, 

Ardrossan
KA22 8EP

Tel: 603468

GREENWAYS
COMMUNITY GARDENING SERVICES

SALTCOATS TEL: 01294 467460  MOB: 07929 396688

All your gardening needs catered for
Working with our community for our community by creating jobs locally

Communion and the Church
Thomas Baldwin considers the place of 
communion in the Church of Scotland today 

Will the Future have a Church?
The Very Rev Dr James Simpson finds hope for 
the future in church history
The Rev Dr Doug Gay reflects on feedback to 
his proposals for church reform

“I Sleep Very Well these Nights”
The Rev Iain May tells Jackie Macadam 
about the journey from high-flying banker to 
Edinburgh minister

Releasing Gifts
Catriona Munro, Clerk to this year’s National 
Youth Assembly, reports from the event

“We Were All Made 
Equal”
Jackie Macadam hears 
from women taking 
part in a conference 
celebrating women 
throughout the world 
church

Love in Action
Previewing CrossReach Week 2017

Catching up with God
The Rt Rev Dr Derek Browning asks the church 
to engage with the General Assembly’s call to 
prayer

Plus news, reviews, letters, registers and 
crosswords

A magazine can go through doors that you can’t! 

If you would like to advertise in Kirkgate ‘Messenger’
Please contact Mrs E McMahon Tel: 01294 464428
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Tel: Donna Dunlop
07874 365415

Gents’ Barber

DEE DEES 
CUTZ

3 Young Street, Ardrossan

www.deedeescutz.co.uk

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 6464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

Sunnyside Nursery

Flowers for all occasions
UK-wide delivery of our own bouquets  

freshly made at Sunnyside

Off Hazelgrove,
Kilwinning 
Tel: 552113

Fantastic deals on  
Alton and Robinsons Greenhouses

• Flower Shop • Garden Centre
• Nursery  • Greenhouse Agents

www.sunnysidenursery.co.uk

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305 and 465019

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing
All plumbing work  

undertaken
Disabled Shower  

Specialist

Tel: 01294 463060
Mob: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

7 GLASGOW STREET, ARDROSSAN KA22 8EW

01294 537477
www.saltirehealthcare.co.uk

Evaluating, growing & nurturing, 
aiding & enhancing independence

New & Used Car Sales,
Motability, Finance.
All Makes Service, MOT & Repair.
Ford Parts & Accessories.
Bodyshop Accident/Insurance
Repairs & Restorations.

Ardrossan
01294 469124Kerr Baillie



Shuttle Buses Coach Hire

16, 24, 33, 49, 53 and 70-seater coaches for hire
For a free, no obligation quote call us on 01294 550757

or online at www.shuttlebuses.co.uk

Cavani’s

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers

We sell over 200 varieties of 
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets

Established 1902

West End Cafe

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

29 Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EB
tel: 01294 607001  fax: 01294 606407

3 Lade Street Largs KA30 8AZ
tel: 01475 670555  fax: 01475 670555

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom 
now open in Saltcoats

24 Hour Service

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

• NEWSAGENTS • BOOKSELLERS •
• STATIONERS • TOBACCONIST • 

STARKS

10 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats 
Telephone: 463439

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

THE FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE WITH 
ESTATE AGENCY AND FINANCIAL ADVISORS

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• Used Cars
• Tyres
• Exhausts
• MOTs
• Repairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 464131

85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027

E-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

10 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 469119

Open 7 Days
• Take Away •

• Home Delivery •
• Outside Catering •


