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From your Locum .......

Friends,

From the beginning of June until the end of November I will be taking over as Locum in  
Kirkgate. It is a challenge to take the place of Mandy who did such sterling work with 
boundless bright enthusiasm, not something anyone has said of me or I would say of myself.

Up until the last few weeks I would not have believed this possible. I had told myself and  
anyone who would listen that I had no intentions of taking a long term post in any 
congregation, but then Kirkgate is not just any congregation. Many years ago a minister said 
to me that if God wants you to do something he gives you a heart for it and he has given me a 
heart for this.

When I gave up teaching I thought I would devote my time to trying to get my writing  
published, maybe do some work as an extra, work occasionally for SQA and improve my golf.

I had a clear call to serve the church in a way that used my talents. So I set about the academic 
studies and placements in order to qualify for the Readership.

It was strange becoming a student again subjecting oneself to criticism in academic  
performance and in the conduct of worship.

Despite many years teaching and performing on stage I am always very nervous.

Preaching the Gospel is an enormous responsibility and as we were told in our training it’s not 
about you , you are not performing. I have this constant nagging fear that I will be found out or 
be denounced as a heretic, luckily there is no burning at the stake now!

We face a difficult time being vacant but I firmly believe we should approach it in the 
right way. I read something recently that struck a chord with me. It was written by an 
American  theology Professor called Robert Deffinbaugh, he says:

“The great danger faced by the church today is not that of ‘secular humanism’ but that of  
‘Religious humanism’. Seeking to serve God and to please him in power of our own flesh, rather 
than according to his spirit”.

May God truly bless us all and 
minister to us.

Andrew

Mr Andrew Bruce, Tel: 01294 605113
Email: andrew_bruce2@sky.com
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Church Diary
Pleased be assured of a warm welcome at all our services. 

Tea & coffee served in hall afterwards 

Sunday 10.45 a.m. Creche 
Tuesday 2.00 p.m. *KA Leisure Aerobics
 4.00 – 8.00 p.m. The Craft Team
 * Outside organisations who use our premises

The Keep-fit, Guild, Girl Guides & Country Dance all take a break 
over the summer months.

THE FOLLOWING ORGANISATIONS ALSO 
MEET REGULARY EVERY WEEK 

www.facebook.com/Kirkgatechurch

JUNE

Sunday 3rd 
10.45 a.m. Morning Service
12 noon Short time of Prayer
 Messenger & Life & Work available for uplifting 

Thursday 7th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service 
Sunday 10th
10.45 a.m. Morning Service

Tuesday 12th
7.00 p.m. Presbytery meets in Largs Clark Memorial

Thursday 14th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30pm   Kirk Session Meeting

Sunday 17th
10.45 a.m. Morning Service

Thursday 21st
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service

Sunday 24th 
10.45 a.m. Morning Service 
 Sacrament of Holy Communion
 Presentation and Lunch for Rev Dorothy Granger

Thursday 28th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service

JULY

Sunday 1st 
10.45 a.m. Morning Service
12 noon Short time of Prayer
 Life & Work available for uplifting 

Thursday 5th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service

Sunday 8th
10.45 a.m. Morning Service

Thursday 12th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service

Sunday 15th 
10.45 a.m. Morning Service 

Thursday 19th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service

Sunday 22nd
10.45 a.m. Morning Service 

Thursday 26th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service

Sunday 29th 
10.45 a.m. Morning Service

Presentation & Lunch for  
Rev Dorothy Granger

Sunday 24th June 2018
in the hall after morning worship

We extend a warm welcome to everyone

AUGUST

Thursday 2nd
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service 

Sunday 5th
10.45 a.m. Morning Service
12 noon Short time of Prayer
 Life & Work available for uplifting 

Thursday 9th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service

Sunday 12th 
10.45 a.m. Morning Service

Thursday 16th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service

Sunday 19th 
10.45 a.m. Morning Service

Thursday 23rd
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service

Sunday 26th 
10.45 a.m. Morning Service
 Material required for ‘Messenger’

Thursday 30th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service 

SEPTEMBER

Sunday 2nd
10.45 a.m. Morning Service
12 noon Short time of Prayer
 ‘Messenger’ & Life & Work available  
 for uplifting 
Thursday 6th
10.30 a.m. ‘30 Minute’ Service

Sunday 9th 
10.45 a.m. Morning Service

Monday 10th 
10.00 a.m. Keep Fit Resumes  
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Prayer Page Contributed by Alison Buick

WITH FIVE PEBBLES 1 Samuel 17 37-60

Mighty God, we praise you that in every age you call girls and women, boys 
and men to stand up for what is right. We pray for all those who are  
struggling today against the giants and powers of evil. Arm them with your 
weapons of righteousness.

To those striving to overcome some stubborn illness of body or mind, give 
endurance;

To those struggling with the temptation to surrender to evil, give purity;

To those opposing the injustice of all exploiters, give knowledge;

To those contending with the opposition of loved ones, give patience;

To those wrestling with the gracelessness of the hard-to-like, give kindness;

To those arguing with the state over human rights, may the Holy Spirit give words;

To those fighting the battles of faith against the clever, give genuine love;

To those engaging in controversy in politics or the media, give truthful speech;

And to all who challenge hostile forces in your name, give power.

Mighty God, we pray with confidence for not only were you with David facing Goliath and with Paul 
in afflictions and hardships but also with Jesus helpless on the cross. Against him all the powers of evil 
raged yet, in your power, he triumphed.

In the name of Jesus, we praise you

Amen

Prayers by Tony Burnham and Graham Cook

JUST FOR TODAY  
I will exercise my soul in three ways; I will do somebody a good turn and not get found out; if anybody 
knows of it, it will not count. I will do at least two things I don’t want to do – just for exercise. I will not 
show any one that my feelings are hurt; they may be hurt but today I will not show it.

JUST FOR TODAY  
I will be agreeable, I will look as well as I can, dress becomingly, talk low, act courteously, criticise not 
one bit, not find fault with anything and not try to improve or regulate anybody but myself.

JUST FOR TODAY  
I will have a program. I may not follow it exactly, but I 
will have it. I will save myself from two pests; hurry and 
indecision.

JUST FOR TODAY  
I will be unafraid. Especially I will not be afraid to enjoy 
what is beautiful, and to believe that as I give to the 
world, so the world will give to me.

JUST FOR TODAY  
I will have a quiet half hour all by myself and relax. 
During this half hour, sometime, I will try to get a better 
perspective of my life.
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Church Register
FUNERAL:  
“In my Father’s house are many mansions”
       
1/5/18   
Mrs Hodge, Caledonia Care Home, Saltcoats 
 
11/5/18       
Baby Erica Belle Fox, 19 Whitlees Court,  
Ardrossan      
 
1/6/18       
Mr David Hyndman, Abbotsford Nursing Home 
Ardrossan, formerly of South Beach Road, 
Ardrossan       
        
     

From the Editor
Please note that the next edition of ‘Kirkgate 
Messenger’ will be available on Sunday 2nd 
September. It would be appreciated if material 
could be handed in by Sunday 26th August at the 
very latest. We take a break from printing during 
July & August but we need you to keep your eyes 
and ears open for any snippets of news over the 
summer. 
 
Please feel free to email me at  
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net with any 
interesting news or events so that we can record 
them in the September edition of the ‘Messenger’. 
A written copy will be fine if you don’t use a 
computer. 

Please also remember that if you would like a 
printing job done whether private or church then 
please do speak to me or Stuart and we will do our 
best to accommodate your requirements. 

Life & Work 

Life & Work will still be 
available on the first Sunday of 
July and August for subscribers 
to pick up.

If you would like to subscribe to Life & Work I can 
increase the order at any time and will be happy 
to order a copy for you. 

Elizabeth McMahon,  
Editor of ‘Messenger’ & Life & Work Convenor
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November 2018 will mark the end of the centenary of the first world war. 

It is proposed that we have a wall of knitted poppies to mark the occasion. 
If you are able to assist in the knitting of the poppies then various patterns 
for crocheting or knitting in different sizes are available on the hall vestibule 
table. Fiona Liddell (Tel: 462504) has more information and is willing to 
drop off wool if required and patterns to anyone housebound who loves 
to knit. You’ve risen to the challenge magnificently so far as you can see in 
the photo opposite which has a box full of knitted poppies but we need a 
lot more - so please keep knitting. You’ll also find a box with black buttons 
beside the patterns – please feel free to take as many as you require to use 
for the centre if you wish.

Knitted Poppies

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 2018

GOOD LUCK WITH THE BARGAIN HUNTING!

Annabelle is already well ahead with the wrapping of the shoeboxes in Christmas 
paper but more shoeboxes are required. Just bring them to church and leave them  
in the annexe and Annabelle will pick them up.

If you would like to get a head start on your donations then please do try and have a browse not only in 
Primark but any of the stores when the summer sales start. You might be surprised at how many items 
are out there waiting for you to snatch them up. Not just clothes but toiletries, small toys and stationery 
or any small household thing which would fit into a box. 

While we don’t wish to stop the production of the knitted poppies which is still ongoing, we appeal 
to all you keen knitters out there who might like another challenge and perhaps think about knitting 
some scarves for the boxes. These are items which we always seem to be in short supply of. It would be 
appreciated if you can attach a note stating whether it is for a child, teenager, man or women. 

The ‘Box Ladies’ plan to start filling the boxes towards the end of September for the uplifting usually 
around the first week in November. They look forward to receiving your usual very generous donations.
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A few weeks ago we had a very informative visit from Danny and Kathy who spoke on behalf of  
CHANA - Churches Homelessness Action North Ayrshire. CHANA’s aim is to make a Christian  
response to homelessness. To achieve their aims they are seeking items like Toiletries/Clothing & 
Household Cleaning Materials, to enable the homeless people to set up in a new temporary or  
permanent home. 

Care & Share projects are well established in Ayr and Irvine and the plan is to set up a similar venture 
within the three towns serving a simple lunch of soup, sandwich and a piece of fruit, and where a  
variety of help and fellowship can be obtained by those attending. 

Mandy Hickman attended the local steering group as our representative, and suggested that Kirkgate 
could be the ideal location for the three towns project of Care & Share, as it has a central location with 
good travel links close to the church. The Kirk Session at our recent meeting gave their approval to the 
project being established in Kirkgate and Mrs Pamela Martin kindly offered her services to manage the 
project on behalf of Kirkgate. 

The plan is for the project to be serviced by volunteers from all the churches in the three towns  
commencing at some point in September. Volunteers will be trained and the ‘Lunch Club’ will be open 
on every Friday from approximately 11.00am to 2.30pm. 

Kirkgate like our sister churches of Stevenston High & Ardeer are located in what is termed as priority 
areas – an area of multiple deprivation and within 5% of parishes in Scotland with the highest level of 
poverty. It is an opportunity for us to play our part as members within a priority area and we look  
forward to this new project commencing.

I know the group will be seeking volunteers for this worthwhile venture – so please, if you are  
available - would you consider giving a few hours of your time. You will not be required to ‘work’ every 
week so the more volunteers the greater the sharing out of the work. 

Chana - Care & Share Contributed by Mima McSwan

THE ABOVE PROJECT HAS BEEN IMPLEMENTED AND IS MANAGED BY THE ROTARY CLUB OF 
HUNTERSTON. THIS INITIATIVE IS BEING SUPPORTED BY THE NHS, POLICE, FIRE & AMBULANCE.

It is an emergency information scheme which will provide the emergency  
services, should you require them, with vital details of any illness or allergy that 
may affect you along with a contact name.

It is a very simple system – a small bottle (white with a Green Cross and marked 
emergency) is available now from Doctor’s Surgeries, Pharmacies, Libraries, 
Health Visitors, and Social Services. You fill in the form and enclose it in the 
small bottle then place the bottle in the fridge. 

All that remains for you to do is to stick one of the labels inside your front door 
(placed so that it is not visible from the outside) and stick the other label to the 
outside of your fridge door. 

HAVE YOU GOT THE BOTTLE?

We had our last indoor meeting on Monday 28th May 
but we will meet at the church at 10.00 am. on Monday 
4th June for our outdoor walk which will hopefully 
end with tea/coffee and your choice of something to 
eat at Oscar’s.

We have had a good year with an average of 20 - 25 
participants every week even although the notice 

about our group has stopped 
appearing in the A & S Herald for 
whatever reason.
 
We hope to resume on Monday10th 
September at 10.00 am. Hope you 
all have a lovely summer break.
Solveig

Keep Fit Group
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Income from our offerings has remained steady through this past year and some more of the  
Congregation have paid through standing order. If any other member would like to pay by standing 
order please let me know. A number of our Church organisations have been very generous in their  
donations to the funds. Due to Dorothy’s illness we were able to reclaim our pulpit supply expenses 
which amounted to £2,085. The examiner’s fee is much higher due to the fact that our accounts had to 
be done in a different way due to our turnover caused by the renovations to the Church and I have no 
knowledge of how to do the end of year accounts.

At the year end the Church held unrestricted cash funds of £126,768. The Church also held £6,810 of 
restricted funds. At the beginning of January 2018 our balance in the General Fund was £26,738. This is 
a reasonably high figure due to the receipt of Gift Aid from our collections in 2016 and 2015.

We met our M&M payments of £49,646 throughout the year thanks to the Gift Aid received. This year 
our M&M commitment has been reduced to £44,715 from £52,583 due to the vacancy we now have. This 
means that over 10 months we will be paying a standing order of £4,134.30 to cover this payment and 
we have Presbytery dues to pay of £806.40. 

Thus while it may look as if we have a high surplus at the moment please bear in mind that we have 
these payments to make throughout the year.

Also the appointment of a Locum means it will be up to us as a Congregation to pay their salary and 
travel expenses. We have to pay pulpit supply if we do not appoint a locum during our vacancy.

This past year has been an eventful one for the Church with all the refurbishment of the stonework and 
the windows which resulted in a lot of movement in the funds held by Edinburgh. The funds invested 
with the general trustees are available for fabric expenditure. The Church has transferred £253,593 this 
past year from the General Trustees so we will have to pursue some funding from grants and serious 
fundraising if we wish to do all the renovations wanted.

The Fabric Fund has a balance of £24,623.86 at the moment. This has a high balance due to the  
reclamation of VAT from our building works.

This year will be a challenging one again with the next stage of our renovations to consider especially 
without a minister but I know how great this Congregation is in supporting one another and in 
supporting all the good causes we collect for 
each year. 

There is always an amazing response from 
all the Congregation whether it be items for 
the Blythswood boxes to Easter eggs for the 
Foodbank. I believe that we will be able to 
continue this great support while we await a 
new Minister.

Can I take this opportunity to thank Angus 
Dodds and Gordon McMahon for their 
invaluable help to me this year. 

Can I also say a huge thanks to George 
Armstrong for all his hard work reclaiming 
our Gift Aid and to the Session and 
signatories for being patient with me.

Jean Rainey, Treasurer

Annual Stated Meeting 2018 - Treasurers Report
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Jean Rainey the Treasurer presented the accounts to the congregation. 

Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk, then gave a brief review of the year as follows:

I would like to begin by saying how sorry we are that Dorothy’s health has caused her to demit her 
charge here in Kirkgate, and to say how much we will miss her. We have been extremely fortunate to 
have had Mandy Hickman as our locum for most of the past year, and were also sorry to see her go at 
the end of April. We wish Mandy well in her placement at Largs: Clark Memorial, and will keep both 
Dorothy and Mandy in our prayers. We look forward to welcoming Dorothy to a farewell lunch on  
Sunday 24th June. I am also happy to be able to tell you that Andrew Bruce will be our Locum until the 
end of November.

The church roll currently stands at 215, with three people on our Supplementary Roll and 16 adherents. 
Last year there were 30 funerals of which 18 were members and 1 person moved away from the area 
and received a certificate of transference. So far this year there have already been 20 funerals, of which 
12 have been members. However, we did gain 1 new member, and Mandy conducted two baptisms.

As you will no doubt be aware, there are new data protection laws coming into force at the end of this 
week. The good news is that it shouldn’t affect us as a church too much, and we don’t need to ask for 
consent from any of you to be on the church roll. We will however need to contact some people whose 
details appear in a public location – such as a noticeboard rota, magazine, website or syllabus – this 
should happen over the next few weeks once we’ve deciphered the requirements.

I would also like to thank Jean Rainey for all her work since she took over as Treasurer – I know that it 
has been a steep learning curve for her, and am glad that she felt able to take this on. I would also like 
to thank Stuart McMahon and Mima McSwan for their work as Session Clerks and in particular for the 
help which they have willingly given to me as I find my feet in this new role. Mima is also our acting 
Property Convenor, and had a lot of extra work in connection with the refurbishment of the outside 
of the building and the installation of the new windows. I know you will all agree that the building is 
looking wonderful from the outside now. It is our hope that we will soon be able to start work on the 
inside of the sanctuary.

There are many others too numerous to mention individually whom I would like to thank for all that 
they do for Kirkgate. In conclusion I would like to encourage you all to work together over the coming 
months as we move forward in the quest to find a new minister for Kirkgate. Let us not forget that we 
are here to serve God and let us support each other at this time of challenge.

Annual Stated Meeting 2018 Contributed by Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

Property Report Contributed by Mima McSwan, Session Clerk

Auto fill urn

The auto fill urn has finally been repaired – 3 visits later and numerous new parts. It is good to have it 
back on line again.

Church Front Doors 

Old and new ironmongery does not always make for the best of unions. 
Grateful to the joiner for continuing to try and find a suitable handle for the 
church front doors.

Phase 2 – The Sanctuary

The Kirk Session received a breakdown of the budget costs drawn up by our 
Project Manager, Mr Stewart Hamilton and a short discussion ensued.  
Permission has been granted by the Session to obtain a design/s for our 
proposed new church heating system and we look forward to viewing the 
plans in due course.
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 Contributed by Elizabeth McMahonThe Guild
On Wednesday 2nd May a few of our guild ladies accompanied by Peggie Duffy and some of her 
Autumn Club Choir visited South Beach House to entertain the residents to a musical afternoon. 
The choir sang for them and then there was some community singing followed by afternoon tea.

The committee met on Monday 14th May to discuss the syllabus for 2018/2019 session. It was agreed that we will 
continue with our weekly meetings on a Monday night at 7.30 p.m. Anne Hynd our secretary went away armed 
with many good ideas to fill the syllabus and we pray that she will be successful in her mission to do so. 

We plan to start on Monday 1st October with our Communion Service and welcome any new members male or 
female, young and not so young.

The trip to Helensburgh was voted a success apart from the weather which cannot be planned. A stop at Lomond 
Shores allowed for a coffee if desired, then on to Hill House for the tour which was very interesting and finally a 
stop at Erskine Garden Centre before returning to Loch House Hotel, Lochwinnoch for an excellent meal. Many 
thanks to Ray for organising everything so efficiently.

Dates for your diary:
June 5th Tues 2.00 p.m. Ardrossan Presbyterial Council - Summer Rally
     Cumbrae Parish Church

Fundraising - Quiz Night

The Fundraising 
Committee would like to 
thank everyone who, in 
any way, supported the 
quiz and supper evening 
on Friday 18th May.

A big thank you to  
Ron Cooper for a very 
varied and thought 
provoking set of 
questions and pictures 
and to Moira his other 
half for keeping us in line 
and tallying the scores.

The magnificent sum 
of £424 was raised for 
church funds - so once 
again a big thank you. 
The winning team was 
“Wine O’Clock” – well 
done to all.
Phyllis Armstrong 

Your gifts of financial support, 
time, business partnership 
and food can make a real 
difference. The foodbank 
relies on your goodwill and 
support. Over 90% of the food 
distributed by foodbanks is 
donated by the public – that’s 
why your food donations are 
absolutely vital to our ability 
to give everyone referred to 
us a balanced and nutritious 
three day supply of food. Food 
donations can be handed in to 
any of the local supermarkets, 
along with the Three Towns 
Dental Centre and Cards etc, 
both located in Dockhead 
Street. 

More information on the 
Food Bank website at www.
northayrshire.foodbank.org.ukLook out for the next fundraising event!
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Kirk Session Contributed by Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

We welcomed Rev Ross Mitchell, Rev Marion Howie and Mr Gordon  
McConnell from the Presbytery Vacancy Procedure Committee to our  
meeting on Thursday 17th May. They explained what we need to do in order to 
move forward in our quest to find a new minister, and we will be sharing this 
with you as we go along. We will be appointing someone on a five year  
reviewable tenure.

We have received notice of a request for planning permission to erect a  
summer house in the garden of the cottage next door. This will be used to  
provide day care for dogs. We are happy for this to happen as it will only  
operate Monday to Friday and the owner has agreed to walk the dogs where 
possible during funerals.

We have agreed to appoint Mr Stewart Hamilton of Allied Scotland to  
manage phase 2 of our refurbishment project. Stewart was a very efficient manager of phase 1.  
Phase 2 will include the replacement of the heating system and the replastering of the ceiling in the 
Church.

It was agreed to appoint Mr Andrew Bruce as our Locum until the end of November. Andrew will lead 
worship on a Sunday morning and will in addition do one day of pastoral cover per week for funerals 
and visits. 

Presbytery Report
Presbytery received a very comprehensive report from the Guild Presbyterial Council 
of Ardrossan. Among other things the Guild had addressed some very difficult topics 
and concerns in our modern world, and had raised a lot of money to support these.

Then we had two very interesting, insightful and humorous talks from Rev Elizabeth 
Watson and Rev Tanya Webster. This was by way of celebrating 50 years of women 
ministers in the Church of Scotland.

Elizabeth’s talk centred round the many difficulties she had encountered in 1973, and 
the inability of many to accept the idea of a woman minister.

By contrast Tanya spoke of having a much easier time, having come in much later 
and in the wake of the pioneering work done by people like Elizabeth.

Approval was given to us at Kirkgate being able to call a minister on a 5 year reviewable tenure.

There was a considerable discussion on proposals from Edinburgh to cut down on the number of 
church buildings and ministers. There was great deal of disquiet expressed. This seemed to many to lack 
a vision of mission and churches in rural and urban priority areas as centres of the community.

Vivien paid tribute to Dorothy and a statement from Dorothy was read out.

Congregations were reminded to make use of the Health and Safety Toolkit. There was reminder of the 
liability of the Kirk Session as Trustees. All congregations should have a Health and Safety  
Administrator.

Congregations were urged to support Christian Aid Week.

Four visitors from Malawi are coming to visit the Presbytery in June and on 12th June the Presbytery will 
have a chance to host a buffet to meet the visitors.

Contributed by Andrew Bruce, Presbytery elder
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Linked Hands

Linked Hands is to be enjoyed by all, including anyone living 
with dementia or experiencing difficulties with their memory, 
including their families and friends. We welcome people who 
can attend independently -those unable to do so should  
come with a companion who can take responsibility for  
them and share the experiences of the group. 

We are unable to provide transport therefore it is your 
responsibility to get to and from this community activity,  
safely. Our activities are only possible due to the  
commitment of our volunteers. A suggested donation  
of £2 would be very much appreciated. 

COMMUNITY, CHAT, COFFEE AND CAKE AT
ARDROSSAN PARK CHURCH 
1.30PM – 3.00PM

For more information contact:
TANYA WEBSTER 01294 538903
ARCHIE CURRIE  07881 452115

2018 DATES
First Friday and Third 
Wednesday
of each month
 
 20 June

 6 July

2018 DATES
First Friday and  
Third Wednesday

For Your Amusement..... 
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South Beach House  

Exciting time for David - It’s almost here !!
 
David MacLeod who is taking part in the exhilarating challenge of 
soaring from 10,000 ft on a Tandem Skydive - freefalling at 120mph! 
Weather permitting David will take the plunge at Auchterarder. 
There is still time to add your name to his sponsorship form which 
is in the hallway. Please support him in his skydive for Crossreach.

GOOD LUCK AND SAFE LANDING.

Sponsored Skydive for Crossreach - Saturday 23rd June 

Contributed by Margaret Cassidy

Summer appears to be here and at South Beach House we have 
been taking advantage of all the lovely weather.

The front of the house has had new plant pots filled with  
summer bedding so hopefully they will be in full bloom soon.  
 
The internal centre well area has had a total face lift and we have 
tables, chairs and an umbrella - not that we are going to need it of 
course!! We have erected a small portable greenhouse and we are 
growing strawberries and tomatoes in this area which we hope to 
enjoy later in the season. The whole back garden has also had a lot 
of time and money spent on it and we have new benches, planters, ornaments etc., and it is looking 
very nice.

So with the summer house and garden all spick 
and span we have been outside for snacks, drinks, 
fun and just general sitting in the sunshine.

On the Saturday of the Royal Wedding we had  
champagne and raspberries out the back along 
with ice cream, all our ladies had a lovely time at 
the wedding and they all wore a fascinator – some 
were bought and others were made.

We have also had a few runs out and about in the 
bus, the residents really enjoy this, seeing the area 
come to life for the summer, calming sea, leaves on 
the trees and flowers blooming. We also have  
a summer activity programme but this is subject 
to the weather as we prefer to go out with the 
residents when the weather permits.

We have started on our summer programme of 
menus, gone are the stews and hotpots and in 
come lighter nutritious meals, also gone are the 
Eve’s puddings etc., and in comes the ice creams.

That’s a quick update for this month, thanks for all 
you do for South Beach House and I hope and pray 
you all have a great summer. 
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Letters of Appreciation
David, Wendy and families would like to thank everyone for their cards,  
flowers and messages of sympathy on the loss of their mum, Grace.  
They were all very much appreciated.  
Massie Family

Thank you for the lovely flowers we each received from the church on the 
death of our aunt. Thanks also for the cards and expressions of sympathy 
shown to us at the time. They were all very much appreciated. 
Joanna Murray & Elizabeth McMahon

Isobel Marr wishes to thank the church most sincerely for the lovely flowers she received recently.  
They were a lovely surprise.

Thank you so very much for the beautiful flowers I received recently from the church and thank you to 

Christine and Anne for delivering them. They are always much appreciated. 
Carol Gilmour

Many thanks for the lovely bouquet of church flowers that we received. They were greatly appreciated 
by us both. 
David & Barbara McWilliam

Thank you for the beautiful church flowers Maureen delivered after my recent stay in hospital. They 
were very much appreciated. 
Margaret Robb 

A Huge Big Thank You to Everyone
Thank you for the beautiful flower arrangement and the extremely generous 
gift I received on my last Sunday with you, which was far too much! And for 
all the good wishes and cards received as I finish my transfer from OLM to 
Full Time Ministry. 

Thank you for being so welcoming and willing to engage in all the challenges 
we worked through together.

Thank you to all who participated in the mission research project,  
I do hope it is of assistance to you as you head into vacancy.

I wish you as a congregation every blessing and hope that your vacancy is 
short. Keep praying and walking in faith together, a community in Christ, 
please be assured you don’t face this alone,  
God has a plan.

With heartfelt thanks and I will be keeping 
Kirkgate in my prayers 

Blessings 

Mandy
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Treasurer’s Report Jean Rainey, Treasurer

Balance of General Accounts        
£27,676.96

The average weekly givings through the plate over the last 4 weeks are 
£565 which is slightly lower than before. 

Balance of Fabric Account       
£ 24,623.86

Balance of Cottage Account       £5443.93

Knoxland Bequest        £3919.52

Session Discretionary Fund       £675.01

Mrs Workmans Bequest       £241.71

Funds held by Edinburgh

Consolidated Fabric Fund Revenue      £1912.50

Consolidated Fabric Fund Capital Account 1    £8725.74

Consolidated Fabric Fund Capital account 2 (shares)   £73,924.38

I have had confirmation that the funds held by the law Department have now been transferred to the 
General Trustees into the Consolidated Fabric Fund.

Regarding the closure of the Royal Bank of Scotland in Saltcoats I have now set in motion setting up a 
new bank account with the Bank of Scotland purely to have access to their night safe facilities with what 
comes in on a Sunday. 
 
I have also set in motion online viewing access to the accounts held by the Royal Bank.

I have received a thank you letter from Chana for our donation to them.

The Craft team have very kindly donated £600  
to the Church Funds.

Our collection for Christian Aid realised £629.55 
through the Christian Aid envelopes and our  
Christian Aid lunch. 
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Interim Moderator Rev James McNay
The Manse, Goldenberry 
Avenue, West Kilbride

01294 823186 JMcNay@churchofscotland.org.uk

Locum Mr Andrew Bruce
57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

 01294 605113 andrew_bruce2@sky.com

Session Clerks
Vivien Bruce

57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113
sessionclerk@kirkgate.org.uk

Mima McSwan
7 Springvale Street, 
Saltcoats KA21 5LR

01294 602410

Organist, Rollkeeper, 
Data Protection, Website

Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, 
Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848 stuart@md93.co.uk

Treasurer Jean Rainey
12a Caledonia Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5AE

01294 464933 garthwinning@gmail.com

Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, 
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867 g.armstrong18@yahoo.co.uk

Freewill Offering 
Envelopes

Alistair Colquhoun
30 Sharphill Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5NP

01294 463628

Acting Property Convenor Mima McSwan
7 Springvale Street, 
Saltcoats KA21 5LR

01294 602410 j.macswan716@btinternet.com

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700 christene.ewing1@hotmail.co.uk

Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881 ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine Editor / Life & 
Work

Elizabeth McMahon
8 Kennedy Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5NJ

01294 464428 elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net

Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie
40 Gladstone Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 463903 kiri40@talktalk.net

The Guild
Secretary:  
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 464587 annewyliehynd@gmail.com

Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch
17 Caledonia Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team Phyllis Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, 
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867 phyllisarmstrong@hotmail.co.uk

Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881 ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE:  
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Liz Clark, Mrs Moira Cooper; Mrs Evelyn Green; 
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; 
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder); 
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); 
 
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: Miss Mima McSwan
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon;  
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.

COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Miss Alison Buick; Mr Gordon McMahon; 
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mr George Campbell; Mrs Edith Murchie;  
Mr Ian Martin; Mrs Morag Forsyth

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:  
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey;  
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell. Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis 
Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay; Mrs Carol Gilmour. 

FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mr Alistair Colquhoun; Mrs Moira Cooper; Mr Mitchell 
Darroch

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

Can you help us?
We are looking for an extra few folk to help us with Sunday Door Duty rotas, and also for the church cleaning 
team rotas. Contact Mima McSwan if you can assist with either of these duties.
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FLOWER ROTA FLOWER DISTRIBUTION

June 3rd Mrs E McMahon Mrs M Darroch 

June 10th Mrs I Smith Mrs E McCracken

June 17th VACANT Mrs P Armstrong 

June 24th VACANT Mrs J Hay 

July 1st Miss C Baillie Miss C Ewing

July 8th Mrs C Morton Mrs C Morton

July 15th Mrs A Jack Mrs I Smith

July 22nd Mrs E Murchie Mrs E McInnes

July 29th Miss M McSwan Mrs I Passway 

Aug 5th Mrs E McInnes Mrs M Harvey 

Aug 12th Mrs Watson Mr D MacLeod

Aug 19th Mrs Dodds Mrs M Cassidy

Aug 26th Mrs Aitken Mrs P Reid

Sept 2nd VACANT Miss A Buick

Sunday Church Door Duty Rota

DATE TEAM COORDINATOR

June 10th Team A Mrs E McInnes

June 17th Team B Mr G Armstrong 

June 24th Team C Mrs J Rainey

July 1st Team D Mrs M Forsyth

July 8th Team E Mrs M Cassidy 

July 15th Team A Miss A Buick 

July 22nd Team B Mr A Dodds

July 29th Team C Mr A Macdonald

TEAM A
Mrs P Martin
Mrs E Green
Miss E Howie
Mrs E McCracken

TEAM B
Miss E Breakenridge
Mrs J Hay
Mrs L Clark
Mrs J Fox

TEAM C

Mrs F Liddell
Mrs B McWilliam
Mrs V Bruce
Mrs M Hunter

TEAM D
Miss M Paterson
Mrs M Cooper
Mrs C Morton
Miss F Wright

TEAM E
Mrs S McCulloch
Mrs M Cassidy
Mrs P Armstrong
Mr D MacLeod

DATE TEAM COORDINATOR

Aug 5th Team D Mrs E McInnes

Aug 12th Team E Mr G Armstrong

Aug 19th Team A Mrs J Rainey 

Aug 26th Team B Mrs M Forsyth

Sept 2nd Team C Mrs M Cassidy

Sept 9th Team D Miss A Buick

Sept 16th Team E Mr A Dodds

Sept 23rd Team A Mr A Macdonald

A number of 
vacancies have 

arisen throughout 
the year due 

to various 
circumstances.

If you would like 
to donate flowers 
for the Sanctuary 

on a Sunday 
please contact 
Chrissie Baillie 

Tel: 463903
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Life & Work: In the June edition...... 

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
0500 340875  or  46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Ticking all the Business Boxes

www.activeof�ce.co.uk    Tel: 01563 524255

Of�ce Supplies & Furniture
  IT Support & Services
  Photocopiers

Design & Print
Website Development

Promotional Merchandise

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm

JOHN FORAN 
Dentist

Mr J. Foran, B.D.S
31 Glasgow Street, 

Ardrossan
KA22 8EP

Tel: 603468

GREENWAYS
COMMUNITY GARDENING SERVICES

SALTCOATS TEL: 01294 467460  MOB: 07929 396688

All your gardening needs catered for
Working with our community for our community by creating jobs locally

            

Financial Services Scotland Ltd is a team of fully qualified wealth advisers based in North Ayrshire. We specialise in: 

Investments - Pensions - Life Insurance - Mortgages - Home Insurance - Inheritance Tax Planning (not regulated by the FCA) 
Tel: 01294 539267  www.fsscotlandltd.co.uk

 
YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE 

Our typical fee for mortgage advice is £495. Financial Services Scotland Limited act as a credit broker not a lender.  
Financial Services Scotland Ltd is an appointed representative of Personal Touch Financial Services Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) 

 

Abstinence and Addiction 
Jackie Macadam charts the history of abstinence in the 
Church of Scotland and examines the continuing work 
with addicts at home and overseas.

‘I Love What I Do’ 
Interview with Ann Lyall DCS, a deacon who works 
with the homeless and people dealing with addiction.

Somebody’s Child 
Stewart Lowe describes his encounters with homeless-
ness on the streets of Edinburgh.

General Assembly 
Summaries of reports to this year’s Assembly.

Teachers Who Inspire 
Ron Ferguson reflects on inspiring teachers and cele-
brates the 90th birthday of Professor Bill Shaw.

A Change of Mindset 
The Very Rev Albert Bogle urges congregations to give 
permission to change.

The Medicine of  
Meditation 
The Rev Scott McKenna 
examines the miracle of 
Moses and the burning 
bush.

True Holiness 
The Very Rev Dr John 
Chalmers explains why 
holiness is about who we 
are.

Plus news, reviews, letters, 
registers and crosswords

Online visit us at www.lifeandwork.org for regular 
news and exclusive features, find us on Facebook and 
follow us on Twitter @cofslifeandwork 

Subscribe online from £12, or download a digital 
copy for £1.99; or speak to your church’s Life and Work 
coordinator.
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Tel: Donna Dunlop
07874 365415

Gents’ Barber

DEE DEES 
CUTZ

3 Young Street, Ardrossan

www.deedeescutz.co.uk

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 6464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

Sunnyside Nursery

Flowers for all occasions
UK-wide delivery of our own bouquets  

freshly made at Sunnyside

Off Hazelgrove,
Kilwinning 
Tel: 552113

Fantastic deals on  
Alton and Robinsons Greenhouses

• Flower Shop • Garden Centre
• Nursery  • Greenhouse Agents

www.sunnysidenursery.co.uk

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305 and 465019

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing
All plumbing work  

undertaken
Disabled Shower  

Specialist

Tel: 01294 463060
Mob: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

7 GLASGOW STREET, ARDROSSAN KA22 8EW

01294 537477
www.saltirehealthcare.co.uk

Evaluating, growing & nurturing, 
aiding & enhancing independence

New & Used Car Sales,
Motability, Finance.
All Makes Service, MOT & Repair.
Ford Parts & Accessories.
Bodyshop Accident/Insurance
Repairs & Restorations.

Ardrossan
01294 469124Kerr Baillie



Shuttle Buses Coach Hire

16, 24, 33, 49, 53 and 70-seater coaches for hire
For a free, no obligation quote call us on 01294 550757

or online at www.shuttlebuses.co.uk

Cavani’s

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers

We sell over 200 varieties of 
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets

Established 1902

West End Cafe

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

29 Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EB
tel: 01294 607001  fax: 01294 606407

3 Lade Street Largs KA30 8AZ
tel: 01475 670555  fax: 01475 670555

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom 
now open in Saltcoats

24 Hour Service

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

• NEWSAGENTS • BOOKSELLERS •
• STATIONERS • TOBACCONIST • 

STARKS

10 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats 
Telephone: 463439

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

THE FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE WITH 
ESTATE AGENCY AND FINANCIAL ADVISORS

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• Used Cars
• Tyres
• Exhausts
• MOTs
• Repairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 464131

85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027

E-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

10 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 469119

Open 7 Days
• Take Away •

• Home Delivery •
• Outside Catering •
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Open 7 Days
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