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Our door is always open - may we welcome you inside?

KIRKGATE PARISH CHURCH

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church is the 
product of a very successful union in November 2013 
between the congregations of Barony St. John’s in Ardrossan 
and New Trinity in Saltcoats. The former New Trinity building 
is used for worship while the former Barony St. John’s Manse 
in Ardrossan is used by the minister. 

The church building, which is category ‘C’ listed, enjoys a  
central location in the town, being situated in Chapelwell 
Street close to the shops and to public transport.

In 2016 we held a calendar of events to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of worship in the building. This was followed 
in 2017 by the commencement of a programme of 
refurbishment, the first phase of which focussed on the 
exterior stonework. During this phase some important and 
beautiful stained-glass windows that were removed from 
Barony St. John’s were reinstalled and have greatly enhanced 
our sanctuary.

Our congregation, numbering around 200, is very friendly, 
traditional but progressive in their views.



Following the demission of our minister in April 2018, after a long period of poor health, we now 
find ourselves in a vacancy and are pleased to have been given permission to call a minister with 
unrestricted tenure. The current Presbytery Plan also allows for 1 OLM for the congregation.

The Kirk Session has adopted the Traditional view relating to ministers in Civil Partnerships or 
Same Sex Marriages. 

This profile describes our congregation, our parish and our exciting vision for the future, and we 
invite you to prayerfully consider a calling by God’s guidance to Kirkgate Parish Church, if this is 
God’s will. 

Our invitation



Our parish
The towns of Ardrossan and Saltcoats are situated side by 
side on the west coast of Scotland, with beautiful views 
across the water to the Island of Arran. We have excellent 
road and public transport links to Glasgow, Kilmarnock, Ayr 
and Largs.

There are some 5,400 people living in our Parish, more than 
3,000 of whom are over the age of 25. 

We have good recreational facilities in the area and three 
health centres in the immediate vicinity.

There are several non-denominational primary and 
secondary schools in the local area with Winton Primary 
School, Ardrossan in our parish. James McFarlane and  
James Reid schools cater for children with special needs.

There are a handful of care homes in the area – Abbotsford 
in Ardrossan; Arran View and Caledonia in Saltcoats, along 
with South Beach House in Ardrossan which is run by 
Crossreach. Our minister has in the past taken occasional 
services in both Abbotsford and South Beach House.  

A chaplaincy for South Beach House would be welcomed. 



Worship
Our Sunday morning worship is at 10:45. We use CH4 
supplemented by modern hymns, which are accompanied 
on our historic 2-manual pipe organ built by Forster and 
Andrews in 1889. 

At present there are four Communion services per year. 
Members of the congregation participate in Sunday morning 
worship by reading from the scriptures. We have monthly 
prayer meetings after morning worship.

In addition we have a short 30 minute service on Thursdays 
at 10:30, which is led on a rota basis by volunteers, and is 
attended by members of other congregations as well as our 
own members.

In recent years we have moved from the traditional 
Watchnight service on Christmas Eve to a service in the 
afternoon, and this has proved popular.

Fellowship enjoyed during our services is always continued 
with tea and coffee in the hall afterwards.

We also participate in Joint Holy Week Services, and other 
occasional services organised by the Ardrossan Churches 
Group.



Our Congregation
Our established congregation has served well with their 
time, talents and money, ensuring the stability of our church.
We have a Unitary constitution with 32 Elders, 2 of whom 
are Readers in Ardrossan Presbytery.

Our aim is to have a church where everyone feels accepted, 
experiences a friendly atmosphere and a sense of belonging. 
We believe that God’s purpose for us is to spread the Good 
News joyfully through worship and through the witness of 
Christian lives, reflecting the love of God.

Our vision is to build a pro-active and caring community-
centred church. We are confident that the Christian faith 
can meet many of the needs of those within our community, 
and we want to be mindful of the needs of the whole parish 
and not just our church community, especially as we are a 
Priority Area church.

Over the last two years we have averaged around 30 
funerals per year, of which approximately half were Parish 
funerals. We have had very few weddings or baptisms in 
recent years, but hope that our mission outreach will help to 
encourage people in the community to engage with us. 

Numerous members of the congregation assist with 
our rotas for Bible Reading, Tea Duties, Welcome Door/
Collection Uplift, Flowers, Flower Distribution, Magazine 
Distribution and Church Cleaning.



A typical week in Kirkgate
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Weekly Sunday 
Service at 10.45am.

Tea & Coffee 
Fellowship in hall 
after morning 
service.

Prayer group 
meets on 1st 
Sunday of month 
at 12 noon.

Keep Fit meets 
at 10.30am from 
September 
until June and 
has about 25 
attending.

The Guild meets 
at 7.30pm from 
October to April 
with a variety 
of speakers and 
concerts as well 
as fundraising 
activities. There 
are around 30 
members.

A Chair Aerobics 
group meets at 
2pm led by an 
instructor from KA 
Leisure and has 15 
folk attending.

The Craft Group 
meets at 4.30pm. 
Seven enthusiastic 
members produce 
beautiful greetings 
cards for sale and 
make a valuable 
contribution to 
our funds.

In conjunction 
with NHS Alcohol 
and Drugs 
Partnership a 
group meets at 
10.30am to make 
soap and other 
craft items.

1st Saltcoats 
Brownies and 
Guides meet at 
6.30pm during 
term time and 
there are about 18 
girls attending.

Short 30-minute 
midweek service 
at 10.30am which 
attracts around 20 
people.

The country 
dancers meet 
alternately in 
the afternoon 
and evening, and 
there are about 30 
members.

Kirk Session 
meetings are usually 
held on the 2nd 
Thursday of the 
month.

Care & Share 
lunch run by 
CHANA (Churches 
Homeless Action 
North Ayrshire) 
from 12.30pm 
to 2.00pm for 
homeless people 
in the district.

Occasional 
coffee mornings 
and fundraising 
activities

In addition we are the church used by Presbytery for their monthly meetings 
(1st Tuesday of month) and also for some of their committee meetings. 

We have regular fundraising events throughout the year including coffee 
mornings, concerts, organ recitals and quiz nights, as well as our popular 
Christmas Fair. 



We recognise that there are many living 
within our Parish who have little or no contact 
with the church, but who see themselves as 
Christians. We are also very aware that some 
of our members are unable to join us for 
worship on a Sunday. We record our services 
for the housebound and provide, if necessary, 
a small portable machine on which to play the 
memory stick, enabling all to continue to be 
part of the life of the church. In addition,  we 
have an excellent monthly magazine which 
is distributed free to all our members so that 
they are in touch with what is happening in 

Kirkgate. This is printed in colour, in-house on 
a Risograph with finisher which staples and 
folds. We partly fund the magazine from local 
shops and offices who pay to advertise. We 
also assist three neighbouring churches by 
printing their church magazine.

We have an excellent Pastoral Care Team who 
regularly support and visit members of the  
congregation at home, in care homes and in 
hospital. We no longer have enough Elders  
able to visit districts, and we found this to be 
the best solution.

Members unable to come to church are offered 
home Communion. In this way we hope that 
those who are no longer able to physically 
participate in weekly services are included in 
the life of our church.

We join together with others in our area 
through the Ardrossan Churches Group and 
Saltcoats Churches Together for services 
during Holy Week, Christmas, Remembrance 
Sunday and the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. 

Our Church and Community



We have particularly close links with Park 
Church which is situated in the North of 
Ardrossan, and have held a joint Elders’ 
Conference, several joint Praise Services and 
more recently a joint Bible Study group has 
been formed.

A retiring offering is donated at Communion 
services, to a nominated charity, many of 
which are local. We regularly support the 
North Ayrshire Foodbank.

The Guild holds several concerts and a Beetle 
Drive each year which bring in people from 
outwith our congregation to join in the 

fellowship. They contribute to our funds and 
also to the Guild projects.

We take part every year in the Blythswood 
Shoebox appeal, and regularly send over 200 
shoeboxes overseas. We also participate in 
Christian Aid Week with the collection of 
money and a lunch to raise funds for this 
worthwhile cause.

We have many keen knitters in our 
congregation and have sent several bundles to 
‘Knit for Peace’. We produced a fall of knitted 
and crocheted poppies to mark the 100 year 
anniversary of the end of World War 1.

For the past three years we have also held 
a very popular Christmas Tree Festival 
and Shopper’s Carol Service which is well 
supported by the local community.

As a Priority Areas congregation we recently 
held a series of mission workshops to identify 
areas which we should be supporting. 

As part of that we are working closely with 
CHANA (Churches Homeless Action North 
Ayrshire) to deliver a weekly drop-in lunch café 
on Fridays for vulnerable folk in the area.



THE MANSE

The manse is a well-proportioned detached bungalow built in 1939, situated in a quiet residential area of Ardrossan. The Parish Map shows the 
locations of the church and manse.

The accommodation comprises two large public rooms, a conservatory, three bedrooms, study, kitchen, large bathroom, utility room and various 
cupboards, all of which are well presented.

There is gas central heating and the property is double glazed throughout. There is a separate single garage with electrical connections and a 
tool shed in the secluded mature back garden, where there is also an area of decking leading out from the conservatory. There is a small garden 
in front of the manse and off-road parking.

The manse is able to receive high-speed fibre broadband internet.

Kirkgate
Parish Church

Manse

Saltcoats

Ardrossan

Parish boundary for 
Kirkgate Parish 



FINANCE 

Our congregation follows the National Stewardship Programme, on a 
3-year cycle of time, talents and money. In 2016 we chose Giving for 
Growth in conjunction with the Church of Scotland’s Stewardship 
consultant. In 2017 we focused on talents of the congregation and office 
bearers and in 2018 we looked at Time. 

Income from our offerings has remained steady through this past 
year. A number of our Church organisations are very generous in their 
donations to the Church.  

We meet our Ministries and Mission payments and in 2019 our 
commitment has been reduced to £41,987 from £53,183 due to our 
vacancy.

Our balance in the General Fund as at 31st December 2018 was £38,145 
and the balance in the Fabric Fund was £17,820.

This year will be a challenging one with the next step of our renovations 
to consider but the congregation of Kirkgate is especially supportive of 
each other and all the good causes we raise funds for each year. 

There is always an amazing response from the Congregation who can 
be depended upon to enthusiastically support any and every cause 
whether it is for items for the Blythswood boxes to Easter eggs for the 
Foodbank. In 2018 our Christmas Fair realised £2,652. Other Charities we 
have supported during the past year have included Christian Aid, South 
Beach House Minibus Fund, Ardrossan Presbytery Malawi Twinning 
Project, Poppy Scotland, Tearfund and Chana.

 

Income
FWO (Non Gift Aid)

FWO (Gift Aid)

Open Plate / Thursday

Standing Orders

Donations

Fundraising

Gift Aid

Hall Rent

£39,625

£7
,75
4

£5,633

£2
,6
48

£5,315£3,729

£12,608

£29,609

Available Funds

Investments 
(Edinburgh)

General Account

Fabric Account

Other Local Funds
(eg Bequests, Kirk Session 
Discretionary Fund etc)

£190,956

£17,820£15,795

£38,145

(Dec 2018)

Expenditure
M&M

Heat / Light

Pulpit Supply / Locum

Sta� Costs

Insurance

Organ / Music

General repairs
(excludes renovation 
project costs)

£34,715

£3,829

£1,
811£68

7 £6,676£3
,67
1

£5,084



OUR STRENGTHS

• We are used to change – our experience of the union of 
the congregations, followed by our minister’s absence, 
during which we have had a variety of visiting preachers 
and locums have shown that we are willing to adapt and to 
welcome new ways.

• We have not lost members through our time of 
refurbishment or in the absence of our minister and have an 
excellent Pastoral Care Team along with several committees: 
Finance,  Church and Community, Fundraising, and Property.

• We are a hardworking congregation and support all 
fundraising in the church and, where we can and often, in 
the local community.

• We have a willingness for mission and service, with 
exciting plans to adapt our premises for wider community 
involvement

If you share our enthusiasm for the future of our church in Ardrossan and Saltcoats, then please get in touch with us.

Initial enquiries can be made via our Interim Moderator,  
Rev James McNay, Tel: 01294 823186, E: JMcNay@churchofscotland.org.uk

Applications, including two references, should be sent to the Clerk to the Nominating Committee:
Mrs Vivien Bruce, 57 Dockers Gardens, Ardrossan KA22 8GB. E: vivienbruce@sky.com

CHALLENGES

• We are an ageing congregation.

• We have no young families and very few young people 
who attend our services.

• We would like to expand the use of our premises in 
conjunction with developing our mission outreach as a 
Priority Areas congregation.

• We face financial challenges as we move to Phase 2 
of our refurbishment plan, which is the inside of the 
sanctuary.

• We know that many other congregations are facing 
similar challenges, but we will give our full support 
to our new minister as we work together to build our 
church.

We are excited about our future prospects - are you?


