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From your Locum ...
Dear Friends,
The words of our carol tell us,
Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and angels gave the sign.
Many of you know that Deirdre and I are not
long back from a study pilgrimage to the Holy
Land organised by the Church of Scotland
where we walked where Jesus may have walked
and saw some of the places He would have
frequented. From the shores of Lake Galilee
to Jerusalem and on to Bethlehem travelling
with a group of 22 others. It was fascinating,
exhausting and emotionally challenging. We
visited some Palestinian Christian Centres
and peoples living precariously because of
the military zone of the West Bank and the on
going legalities of ownership of land there.
We listened to the stories of Christian groups
working to promote peace and reconciliation
in the face of huge opposition. They very much
extended that love of Jesus to the world where
He lived and walked. A land just as troubled
today as it was in His time.
Still, in the face of all that challenged them,
our brothers and sisters living in the shadow
of the concrete and steel separating wall
took communion with us. They gave us
wonderful hospitality and prayed for us and
with us. We felt a powerful bond with them
all as we worshipped Jesus and, hopefully,
filling our new found friends with renewed
encouragement in their ministry, encouraging
them to keep on going bringing, peoples
together in love and trying, ultimately, to build
bridges not walls.
Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, love divine;
Worship we our Jesus:
But wherewith for sacred sign?
As we visited the Holy Sites, walked down the
Mount of Olives, stood in the great churches
at the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem Old City
and in Bethlehem the Church of the Nativity,
among others, we were in the areas where
Jesus was born and was sacrificed. A very
special place to Deirdre and I was what was
euphemistically called a chapel on a farm
called the ‘Tent of Nations’. A hilltop farm
where the Christian Palestinian owners lived
with the fear of eviction, being constantly
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bullied to give up the land
that has been with them for
generations and to which
they have title deeds.
The grace of that family in
the light of all they had to
endure inspired me and
touched me as we sat and sung hymns and
took communion in the open sunlight in that
framework of a chapel. I began to think of the
problems we have with our buildings, draining
us of finances and energy and perhaps
distracting us from our simple mission and
ministry of Jesus great commission to carry
the message of salvation through love to all
humankind.
Love shall be our token,
Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men,
Love for plea and gift and sign.
Then I thought about the friends we had met
who brought Jew and Arab, different religions
and beliefs under the same roof to work
together and to find the common ground of
friendship. Sadly those people are a tiny drop
in a large ocean of unrest where peoples argue
over land and water in the region.
But then again, I thought, someone
somewhere needed to take the initiative or no
one would offer a hand of forgiveness at all.
As we approach the Christmas celebrations
with a great measure of peace and security
around us here and as we worship the
Messiah, our Lord Jesus, can we be like those
lovely brave folks we met on our pilgrimage
and offer the hand of forgiveness and
reconciliation to those in our families and in
the neighbourhood that we have fallen out
with over the years? Can we really take to heart
the message of love, peace and goodwill to all
this Christmas and live it out, building bridges
not walls? For love came down at Christmas;
may it dwell richly in your hearts this coming
year.
Wishing you all
a very peaceful
Christmas and
happy New Year
when it comes.
Brian

Church Diary
DECEMBER
Sunday 1st
10.45 a.m.

JANUARY
1st Sunday in Advent
Morning Worship - Holy Communion
Sacrament of Baptism
‘Messenger’ & Life & Work available
for uplifting

Monday 2nd
7.00 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

Guild - Short Finance Meeting
Bible Study with Jane Austin

Tuesday 3rd
7.30 p.m.

Presbytery meets in Kirkgate

Thursday 5th
10.30 a.m.
2.30 p.m.
7 p.m. tbc

‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club
Carol Service in EU Congregational Church

Friday 6th
6.30-8.00 p.m. Hall open for setting up and donations
Saturday 7th
11-2.00 p.m.
Sunday 8th
10.45 a.m.

Pleased be assured of a warm welcome at all our services.
Tea & coffee served in hall afterwards

Annual Christmas Fair
2nd Sunday in Advent
Morning Worship - Gift Service (See Page 11)
Monthly Prayer Group

12 noon
Monday 9th
3.30 - 7.30 p.m. Link Group Housing information event
7.30 p.m.
Guild - Flora MacDonald - Barbara Graham

Thursday 2nd
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service for New Year
Sunday 5th
10.45 a.m.
12 noon
Monday 6th
10.00 a.m.

Keep Fit resumes

Thursday 9th
10.30 a.m.
7.30 p.m.

‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club

Sunday 12th
10.45 a.m.

Morning Worship

Thursday 16th
10.30 a.m.
2.30 p.m.
7.30 p.m.
7.30 p.m.
Sunday 19th
10.45 a.m.
3.00 p.m.

Thursday 12th
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club

Monday 27th

2.00 p.m.
Monday 16th
7.30 p.m.

Guild - Carols & Readings, Mince Pies & Gifts

Thursday 19th
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
7.00 p.m.
Joint Christmas Carol Service in Park Church
7.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club Party
Sunday 22nd
10.45 a.m.

4th Sunday in Advent
Morning Worship

Tuesday 24th
3.00 p.m.
Service for Christmas Eve
Wednesday 25th
No Christmas Day Service
Thursday 26th
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service for Boxing Day
Sunday 29th
10.45 a.m.

Morning Worship

Morning Worship
Presbytery Business Committee

Thursday 23rd
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
7.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club
Sunday 26th
10.45 a.m.

3rd Sunday in Advent
Morning Worship
Blue Service (See Page 11)

‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club
Kirk Session
RSCDS Committee Meeting

Wednesday 22nd

Wednesday 11th
7.15 p.m.
Bible Study

Sunday 15th
10.45 a.m.

Morning Worship 		
Monthly Prayer Group
Only Life & Work available for uplifting

Morning Worship
Material required for ‘Messenger’
Guild Lunch - Highgrove House Hotel

Thursday 30th
10.30 a.m.
‘30 Minute’ Service
2.30 p.m.
Country Dance Club
FEBRUARY
Sunday 2nd
10.45 a.m.
12 noon

Morning Worship
Monthly Prayer Group
‘Messenger’ & Life & Work available
for uplifting

Monday 3rd
7.30 p.m.

Guild Resumes - Safety in the Home

Tuesday 4th
7.30 p.m.

Presbytery meets in Kirkgate

Thursday 6th
10.30 a.m.
7.30 p.m.

‘30 Minute’ Service
Country Dance Club

Sunday 9th
10.45 a.m.

Morning Worship

Monday 10th
7.30 p.m.

Guild Concert - Clydeside Singers
3

Prayer Page

Alison Buick

Love is patient and kind
Our God, how patient you have been with me in all my faults, how patient you
are with all of us, we mismanage the life of the world. Your love never ends.
May I always have patience with others and the kindness that must go with
patience.
Love does not insist on its own way
May all of us in our country learn to think more of our responsibilities and less
of our rights. For myself I pray for the Spirit of Christ whose way was to give
and to serve.
Love is not jealous or boastful
I am grateful for the people I know who are without envy and who are truly humble.There is a
beauty about their lives and through them You show me the way.
Love does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right
Forgive me where I have secretly enjoyed ill reports of others - and I have believed the worst and
passed it on. In this I have sinned against them, against myself, against You. Give me the love truly
to share in the success, gladness and goodness of others.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
In these words I see the life of Christ whose love bore misunderstanding and unfaithfulness,
rejection and hate: whose love drew people up by believing in them: whose love for us gave Him
the hope to preach the gospel of God in such a world as this: whose love endured, and endures
without end.
Give me the courage, the faith and the grace to be and to what these verses mean.
AMEN

RECIPE FOR CHRISTMAS ALL YEAR LONG
Take a heap of child-like wonder that opens up
our eyes to the unexpected gifts in life - each day
a sweet surprise.
Mix in fond appreciation for the people whom
we know. Like festive Christmas candles each one
has a special glow.
Add some giggles and some laughter, a dash of
Christmas food (amazing how a piece of pie
improves our attitude!)
Stir it all with human kindness, wrap it up in love
and peace, decorate with optimism and our joy
will never cease.
If we use this healthy recipe we know we will
remember to be in the Christmas Spirit,
even when it’s not December.
By Joanna Fuchs
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From the Editor

Church Register
FUNERALS:
“In my Father’s house are many mansions”
31/10/19
		

Ian Kennedy Mitchell,
20 Caledonia Road, Ardrossan

Prayer Group

Margaret Cassidy

The Prayer group is a very small group who meet after
the service on the first Sunday of the month, so please
come along it only lasts about 10 minutes but it is quite
peaceful and relaxing and you can pray for things on
your mind.
Please email Margaret
at m-cassidy2@sky.com
or fill in one of
the small prayer
slips located in the
hallway, if you would
like prayers said for
someone, or if you
cannot attend the
meeting.

Mission Boxes
It’s that
time of year
again when
boxes are
due to be
counted.

Please note that the next edition of
‘Kirkgate Messenger’ will be available
on Sunday 2nd February. It would be
appreciated if material could be handed
in by Sunday 26th January. Please feel
free to email me at
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net with
any interesting news or events so that we
can record them in the next edition of the
‘Messenger’. A written copy will be fine if
you don’t use a computer.
Please also remember that if you would
like a printing job done whether private
or church then please do speak to me
or Stuart and we will do our best to
accommodate your requirements.

Life & Work
If you would like to subscribe to Life &
Work, I will be happy to order a copy for
you at any time.
Unfortunately the same cannot be said
for cancelling your order - since the
order form has now been placed for 2020
it can no longer be changed.
Elizabeth
McMahon,
Editor of
‘Messenger’
& Life & Work
Convenor

The Communications Team wish to thank everyone who has
contributed to the ‘Messenger’ over the past year, to those
who have asked for private jobs to be printed and especially
to the distributors who deliver the magazine to your door
faithfully every month.
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and
Best Wishes for the New Year

Please hand
boxes to
myself or give them to one
of the duty office-bearers.
Many thanks,
Alistair Colquhoun
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For Your Amusement.....
Cryptic Christmas Carols
Can You Name These Religious Christmas Carols?
1. Approach Everyone Who Is Steadfast
2. Ecstasy Toward The Orb
3. Hush, The Foretelling Spirits Harmonize
4. Hey, Minuscule Urban Area Southwest Of Jerusalem
5. Quiescent Nocturnal Period
6. The Autocratic Troika Originating Near the Accent of Apollo
7. The Primary Carol
8. During the Time Ovine Caretakers Supervised Their Charges Past Twilight
9. Celestial Messengers From Splendid Empires
10. The Thing Manifest Itself at the Onset of a Transparent Day
11. Embellish the Interior Passageways
12. What Offspring Abides Thus?
13. Removed in a Bovine Feeding Trough
14. Creator Cool It Ya Kooky Cats
15. Seraphim We Aurally Detect in the Stratosphere
16. The Slight Percussionist Lad
17. The Event Occurred At One Minute After 11:59PM—Visibility Unlimited
18. During the Dark Hours When Herdsman Attended Their Charges
19. A Meteorological Melody Is Manifest
20. Are You Experiencing Parallel Auditory Input?

Presbytery Report

Andrew Bruce, Presbytery Elder

Apart from some fairly mundane items, two very important items were raised.
The appraisal committee sought approval to suspend the current Presbytery Plan. This is the
plan that, among other things, says what a congregation can have by way of ministry
eg unrestricted tenure (i.e. Kirkgate), 5 year renewable or minister plus OLM etc.
In calling to suspend the plan the committee prefaced the call with the following:
“...it is important that congregations realise that they can no longer have what we always had and that
readjustment doesn’t just happen somewhere else.’’
Those in vacancy that have been given a right to call a minister (such as ourselves) can continue to do
so but when, at the end of two years, it comes up for review, it may well not be extended.
This is part of the radical plan approved by the General Assembly that will see a reduction in the
number of ministers and ultimately congregations.
The other piece of business concerned the proposals for Ardrossan Presbytery to join with two others to
form a larger Presbytery. The General Assembly has laid down that the number of presbyteries should
fall from 43 to 12.
At the next meeting three people are to be appointed to a working group to see what form the new
Presbytery should take and what should it deliver.
There was considerable discussion on this and some of it quite impassioned (in as much as the Church
of Scotland can get impassioned). Many felt that a Presbytery should be less about administration and
correct legal processes and more about how we bring God to people.
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The Guild

Elizabeth McMahon

Since the last magazine was printed we have had a variety of speakers including Deirdre
Murray who gave us a most interesting talk about her trip to Malawi and the twinning with
Ardrossan Presbytery.
Next was Harry Richards from The Scottish Wildlife Trust and he spoke about how much
they are doing in the community to help people become more aware of the work required
to preserve our local habitats for both animals and people.
Audrey Kolon was passionate about Portencross Castle and how she and her team raised funds to preserve
it and keep it in good condition for the public to access it.
Next was Vivienne Macdonald from Beith with her slides of a trip to Morocco which was interesting and
she finished with a short musical item of photographs put to the John Rutter’s arrangement of All things
Bright and Beautiful.
We are going to Highgrove House Hotel, Troon for a lunch on Monday 27th January and a small coach has
been booked to take us there and back.
Dates for your Diary:
December
9th		
7.30 p.m.
11th		
2.00 p.m.
				
18th		
7.30 p.m.

Bible Study - Jane Austin
Guilds Together North Ayrshire
Advent Service - Stevenston: Ardeer Church - All Welcome
Carols & Readings - Mince Pies & Parcels

January 			
27th				
Lunch at Highgrove House Hotel, Troon		
February
3th		
7.30 p.m.
Safety in the Home - Fire Brigade
10th		
7.30 p.m.
Concert by the Clydeside Singers
				
This is a fundraising event - tickets will be
				available in January.

Sincere thanks to all who contributed to this
year’s appeal. An amazing 211 boxes were
collected plus two large boxes of assorted goods.
Special thanks to the ladies who came to pack
and to Annabelle O’Hanlon for covering over 90%
of the boxes.		
Maureen Hunter

Answers to Cryptic Christmas Carols
1. O Come All Ye Faithful
2. Joy To The World
3. Hark The Herald Angels Sing
4. O Little Town Of Bethlehem
5. O Holy Night
6. We Three Kings, of Orient are
7. The First Noel
8.While Shepherds Watched their Flocks By Night
9. Angels From The Realms of Glory
10. It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
11. Deck the Halls
12. What Child Is This
13. Away In A Manger
14. God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman
15. Angels We Have Heard On High
16. The Little Drummer Boy
17. It Came Upon The Midnight Clear
18. While Shepherds Watched Their Flock By Night
19. There’s A Song In The Air
20. Do You Hear What I Hear?

Blythswood
Shoebox
Appeal 2019
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Community Work
At Kirkgate we have
decided to reinstate our
collection box for the
food bank.
We are a distribution point for food parcels
during the Care and Share lunches on Fridays,
and we see the difference the parcels make.
If you wish to contribute to this please see the list
of foods required opposite and place your items
in the box in the hallway.
For more information on the Food Bank website
at www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk

What’s in a food parcel?
Food banks provide a minimum of three-days’
nutritionally balanced, non-perishable tinned
and dried foods
THEY ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF:
tinned meats, or tinned chicken,
tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables,
tinned soup, baked beans, tinned spaghetti,
tinned fruit, tinned custard,
tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal,
long life blue and green milk, pasta,
pasta sauce and rice

The numbers attending the Care & Share Lunch Club have been increasing, and while we have had a few
more people volunteer there is always room for more, so if any member of Kirkgate could spare a few hours
on a Friday (not necessarily every Friday) to assist, then please do get in touch about this very worthwhile
community project which we are please to be able to host in our church. If you are interested in helping or wish
to know more, please speak to Pamela Martin Tel: 01294 463313

CARE AND SHARE LUNCH CLUB

Saltcoats Christmas Carnival Group
25th November 2019

CHANA
Churches’ Homelessness Action North Ayrshire

KIRKGATE CARE & SHARE
We aim to provide soup and sandwiches
and our presence in Kirkgate every Friday
from 12.30 pm to 2pm for those who are
homeless.
for further information contact
CHANA on 07585 665751

To all at Kirkgate Church
WOW!!!

The Saltcoats

2019

A huge thank you from all of us 25th November 2019
at the Saltcoats Christmas CarnivalToGroup
for
all at Kirkgate Church.
an amazing day for the Grotto and WOW
the !!!!
use of
A huge thank you from all of us
the church facilities.
Carnival Group for an amazing

the Church’s facilitates.
A huge thank you to Mima and
event and keeping the kids ent
Santa.

A huge thank you to Mima and Fiona for
helping out for the whole event and keeping
the kids entertained while waiting to
see
Santa.
Many
people
came up to the te
today.

was asaid
day fora
giving to the to
Many people came up to the team Iteveryone
and
and that sure did hap
So once again many thanks for
huge thank you for the day.
Christmas

It was a day for giving to the town and the
coming together of everyone and that sure did
Alec Wilkie
happen.
Chair, Saltcoats Christmas Car
01294 537 754

So once again many thanks for all you guys for
fitting us into your busy Sunday schedule.
Merry Christmas

Alec Wilkie
Chair, Saltcoats Christmas Carnival Group
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South Beach House

Margaret Cassidy

This has been a really quick month for us, unfortunately we were
closed to visitors for one week due to the nova virus doing its rounds,
so that was pretty glum for everyone but we are all clear again. It is
just so rife in the community and it is only obvious that someone
brings it into the house.
We did have the usual entertainers with Mary Stewart in a couple of
times and The Mackies which the residents just love.
We also have a weekly visit from the nursery children, six come in and spend an hour with the
residents doing various activities like games and singing, these bring great delight to the
residents.
We have also started a walking group and they have been able to take walks outside for this past
few weeks but now that the weather is much colder they will continue over the winter months
with a walk around the many corridors of the house.
We held a Hawaiian Day on Monday 25th November and our St Andrews Day Lunch on Saturday
30th November.
This will then take us up to the busy time for putting up decorations and making the place look
festive for our pantomime ‘Aladdin’, the many Christmas visitors who come to entertain, the
Christmas lunch and most importantly our Christmas services as we celebrate the Birth of our
Lord Jesus.

From the Residents and Staff
at South Beach House

Linked Hands
COMMUNITY, CHAT, COFFEE AND CAKE AT
ARDROSSAN PARK CHURCH 1.30 PM - 3.00

2019/20
DATES

First Friday
6 December - Choir
3rd January - Paints & Pottery

Third Wednesday
18 December - Christmas Service
15th January - Burns Theme

Linked Hands is to be enjoyed by all, including anyone living with dementia or experiencing difficulties with
their memory, including their families and friends. We welcome people who can attend independently - those
unable to do so should come with a companion who can take responsibility for them and share the experiences
of the group.
We are unable to provide transport therefore it is your responsibility to get to and from this
community activity, safely. Our activities are only possible due to the commitment of our
volunteers. A suggested donation of £2 would be very much appreciated.
For further information contact Gordon Isbister 01294 463711
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Christmas Letter from the
Moderator of Ardrossan Presbytery
Dear Friends,
A few days before being installed as Moderator I visited the Readers Conference and
joined them for lunch. After lunch I was asked to introduce myself, and as I did, I
mentioned I had only three more sleeps before my installation. One person remarked
that as Christmas approached, when he was young, he counted the sleeps before
Santa arrived with presents. Children throughout the world look forward to Christmas
morning when they waken early just like my daughter as a child. She was always up first
about 5.00am, she would waken her brothers, my wife and myself and we always went
together to see if Santa had called with presents. This I am sure is what happens in a lot
of homes with the excitement of Christmas morning. We are fortunate, but many in this
country and elsewhere are less so, some children will waken and have no presents to
open and the family no food for Christmas dinner.
During advent we have Christmas gift services bringing presents for children less
fortunate than ours. We have people who organize the collections for the food bank so
that some may after all be able to sit as a family on Christmas day enjoying food and
fellowship together.
Christmas is not just a day of giving and receiving presents and enjoying dinner with
family and friends. We should never forget the real meaning of Christmas. We should
take time to remember the real reason why we celebrate, the birth of Jesus in a humble
stable in Bethlehem to Mary and Joseph. As the Christmas story tells us there was no
room for them at the Inn so Jesus was born in a stable in Bethlehem, he was wrapped in
swaddling cloth and placed in a feeding trough. Mary and Joseph had little and after the
birth a bright star appeared in the sky above the stable and guided the three wise men
who brought gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh for the new Messiah. Jesus is the
greatest gift given to the world some two thousand years ago and we must never forget
this gift. I never tire of singing Hymn 306, after midnight at our Watchnight service, of
the word of the last verse,
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given:
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing.
This is the greatest gift. May God’s blessings be with you
all at this Christmas time and let us never forget as we
celebrate with family and friends the real meaning of
Christmas.
Allan Richardson

10

What’s On in December

kirkgate
Ardrossan & Saltcoats
PARISH

CHURCH

Chapelwell Street,
Saltcoats

Christmas
Fair
Saturday
7th December
11.00am - 2.00pm

We would love to have a good attendance so please
come along and enjoy the festive atmosphere that
we offer. Make it a snack lunch date with a roll &
sausage followed by tea/coffee and lovely home
baking. We look forward to your support.

Sunday
8th December
Gift Service

All the usual stalls:
Home Bakery • Sweets
Jewellery / Accessories
Toys / Jigsaws • Soft Goods
Books • Chocolate Tombola
Bottle Stall • Bric-a-Brac
Hand Made Cards
TEAROOM

It has been decided that this year our Christmas
gifts will be donated to the Foodbank.
They are looking for gifts for teenagers
i.e.gift sets, shower gels, make-up, hair
brushes, gloves, hats, scarves or sweets.

ADMISSION:
Tea Tickets: Adults: £2 Children: £1

Your generosity will be most appreciated.
Gifts should be brought unwrapped.

(Roll & Sausage extra £1.50)

Stalls only: 50p

The Fundraising Committee just wish to say that
they would be grateful for donations for any of the
stalls listed on the poster for the Christmas Fair.
Santa will also be visiting for a short time too, so
please bring along the children or grandchildren.

Registered Scottish Charity: SC023003

Kirkgate Church
Special Services in December
Gift Service
Sunday 8 December
at 10.45 am
All gifts being donated to Foodbank
Please see details above
Join us for some tea/coffee afterwards

Blue Service

Sunday 15 December
at 2.00 pm
A time of quiet reflection
for those who have lost a loved one
A time of fellowship tea/coffee afterwards

THURSDAY 19th DECEMBER 7pm

Christmas Eve Service
Tuesday 24th December
at 3.00 pm
Come and celebrate the joy of Christmas
Mince pies/tea/coffee afterwards.
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‘Twas The Night Before Christmas.....Mum Style
‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the abode
Only one creature was stirring & she was cleaning
the commode.
The children were finally sleeping, all snug in their beds,
while visions of Nintendo & Barbie flipped
through their heads.

The mum frowned and said, “Sorry, Santa, no deal.
That’s my child’s LOVE she is going to steal.”
Smiling wisely, Santa said: “To me it is clear,
Only one loving mother is needed here.”
The mum kissed her child and tucked her in bed.
“Thank You, Santa, for clearing my head.
Sometimes I forget, it won’t be very long,
before they’ll be too old for my cradle and song.”

Yes, and dad was snoring in front of the TV,
with a half constructed bicycle propped on his knee.
So only the mum heard the reindeer hooves clatter,
which made her sigh, “Now what is the matter?”

The clock on the mantle began to chime.
Santa whispered to the clone, “It works every time.”
With the clone by his side, Santa said: “Goodnight.
Merry Christmas, dear Mum, you’ll be all right.”

With toilet bowl brush still clutched in her hand,
She descended the stairs, and saw the old man.
He was covered with ashes & soot, which fell with a shrug,
“Oh great,” muttered the mum, “Now I have to clean the rug.”

Sometimes we need reminding of what life is all about.
Especially at times when the Holiday season shouts,
and all we do is clean, bake, and procure.
You get the picture -- I’m sure.

“Ho Ho Ho!” cried Santa, I’m glad you’re awake.”
“your gift was especially difficult to make.”
“Thanks, Santa, but all I want is time alone.”
“Exactly!” he chuckled, “So, I’ve made you a clone.”
“A clone?” she muttered, “What good is that?”
“Run along, Santa, I’ve no time for chit chat.”
Then out walked the clone - The mother’s twin,
Same hair, same eyes, same double chin.

So stop for a moment and hug that little one so dear,
whether he/she is 2 or 22, or even older this year.
For they are the gift that God gave us from Heaven above,
and what a special gift to be treasured, with endless LOVE!
May The Real Meaning Of Christmas Be With You All Year.

“She’ll cook, she’ll dust, she’ll mop every mess.
You’ll relax, take it easy, watch TV and rest.
“Fantastic!” the mum cheered. “My dream has come true!”
“I’ll shop, I’ll read, I’ll sleep a night through!”
From the room above, the youngest did fret.
“Mummy?! Come quickly, I’m scared and I’m wet.”
The clone replied, “I’m coming, sweetheart.”
“Hey,” the mum smiled, “She sure knows her part.”
The clone changed the child and hummed her a tune,
as she bundled the small one in a blanket cocoon.
“You’re the best mummy ever. I really love you.”
The clone smiled and sighed, “And I love you too.”

Saltcoats Christmas Carnival

Mima McSwan
Sunday, 24th November was the day of the Christmas
were very popular ports of call for the young children
Carnival in Saltcoats. A variety of events were planned and helped to keep them amused. Both halls were in
and it was good to see so many people enjoying the day use with one Santa in a grotto in the small hall and the
- although the weather could have been kinder.
large hall housed Mr & Mrs Claus on a lovely sledge.
For the first time Kirkgate had a role to play in the
events. We were approached by the committee and
asked if we would assist by opening up the church to
host Santa Claus. The church is located in an idea spot
and we were only to happy to assist our community at
large.
All the buildings were in use as the crowds entered
by the church doors (and it was freezing but excited
children do not feel the cold only their parents). As
they entered they were directed to either one aisle or
the other to join the queues as they waited to see Santa.
The Baptist Church had kindly set up chalk boards, face
painting, glitter painting and a lovely prayer tree within
the sanctuary on which all could add a message. They
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We did not count the children but at a guess
somewhere in the region of 400 or so. It was a very
happy occasion and the children and their parents all
seemed to enjoy the event with many cameras in use.
What did we do before we had mobile phones with a
camera???? Each child received a selection box and
some of the younger children
a book. We can assure you
that selection boxes were very
popular.
Kirkgate coped well with the
crowds and the system in
operation certainly helped speed
the people through to the halls.

Christmas Greetings
Moira and Ron Cooper
wish everyone
at Kirkgate a very
Merry Christmas
and a Happy Peaceful
New Year.

Elma Hunter
wishes all her friends in Kirkgate
a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

My best wishes to all my friends
in Kirkgate for Christmas
and the New Year.
May Watson

Wishing all
at Kirkgate
a very
Merry
Christmas
and a
Happy New
Year.
Stuart &
Cara
McMahon

Alastair and Jean Rainey
would like to wish
everyone at Kirkgate
a very
Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year.
Nancy and Alex Benson send
Christmas Greetings and
good wishes in the
New Year
to all our friends
in Kirkgate.

Love & Blessings for
Christmas and the New Year
I have donated to ‘Concern Worldwide’
which will buy six chickens. I send this greeting
to all at Kirkgate Parish Church.
Please read my card which is in the hallway.
Jennifer Fox

Wishing all my friends
a Merry Christmas
and a Peaceful and
Prosperous 2020

Every good wish to members
of the church family for a
Happy and Blessed Christmas
Maureen Hunter

Kathy Coulter

We wish all our friends and readers in
Kirkgate and in other churches a
very Happy Christmas.
With every Blessing for 2020
Gordon & Elizabeth McMahon

Wishing
all our friends in
Kirkgate a very
Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year.
May 2020 be a good year for all of you.
Best wishes from Liz and Keith Clark
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Letters of Appreciation
Thank you for the lovely flowers I received when
my husband Stewart died. They were very much
appreciated.
Ada Mauchlen

Thank you for your recent gift of
flowers which were very much
appreciated.
Jim Erskine

I would like to say thank you for the lovely flowers
I received from the church.They are a joy to look at
and are very much appreciated.
Tom Reid

What a lovely surprise to find a beautiful bouquet
of flowers waiting for me when I arrived back from
Dubai having made an emergency visit to see our
son after his sudden illness. Very many thanks for
your kindness.
Lorna & Ian Savage

Thank you very much for the beautiful flowers I
received on Remembrance Sunday. Hope to be back
with you as soon as I can get rid of this ‘bug’ which is
annoying me. Thanks also to Jean Hay for delivering
them.
Chris Morton

Harry Gaw wishes to say thanks for the lovely
flowers he received recently from the church and for
the visit from Andrew.

Solveig and Jennifer received a letter of thanks from MND
Scotland for their fundraising walk round Cumbrae in
October. They raised the wonderful total of £523 and in
addition the sponsors allowed them to claim a further £105 in
Gift Aid from HMRC, taking the amount to an incredicble £628.
None of this would be possible without yiour support and
generosity. Please read the full letter on the notice board in the hallway.

Craft Team
The team would like to thank everyone who supported the Coffee & Christmas Card morning on
Saturday 2nd November. We raised the excellent total of £284.
Everyone was kept busy especially Russell and Isobel our sales ladies and we had Ethan and his
mum Katherine who enjoyed the children’s craft corner. - they are the grand nephew and niece
of Phyllis. Everyone seemed to enjoyed the time to relax and chat over their coffee.
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Treasurer’s Report

Jean Rainey, Treasurer

The balances of Accounts as at 23rd November 2019 are as follows:
General Account £29,482.20
Fabric Account £15,763.24 of which £10,000.00 is earmarked for the sound system.
The amount collected by standing order and cheque for October was £2,104.
The amount collected through the plate for October was £1,775.
The Craft team have very kindly donated £700 to the Fabric Fund and I will transfer this as soon as
possible.
We have paid our M&M contribution for this year. Our last payment was made on 15th November 2019.
Thank you for all your support throughout the year and I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Kirk Session

Mima McSwan, Deputy Session Clerk

Phase 2 is not only about the refurbishment in the sanctuary, but also covers our possible
expanding interaction with the community on a wider scale.
To assist in progressing the above a small sub-committee has been set-up with a view to:
a) to seek additional funding - an area in which we lack knowledge and expertise.
A meeting has been held with our Interim Moderator, Rev James McNay and the committee, and we are grateful
to James for encouraging two members of West Kilbride Church who have considerable experience in seeking out
appropriate funding and completing application forms to assist us.
b) discuss the work in progress relating to Phase 2. It is helpful to have additional members looking at the
various areas in which we have concerns and to sometimes initiate new ideas - all to the good for Kirkgate.
c) what Kirkgate can do to further reach out to the community at large.
The committee also proposed, and the Kirk Session approved, that we try to start up a Community Choir. Many
years ago we had what was known as the ‘mothball choir’ which was great fun, and we had the pleasure of visiting
various care homes and entertaining the members within.
We hope you will support this venture and rest assured you do not need to be an opera singer to be a member,
just someone who enjoys singing, and the fellowship that goes along with being a member.
Please give us a little time to get up and running, - it will be open to all members of the community and we hope
that once word gets around that we will be inundated with volunteers.

Property Report

Mima McSwan

Our Project Manager is working hard on our behalf to find a suitable replacement contractor
to undertake the repairs to the church ceiling. Unfortunately, the original contractor who
provided the initial detailed report is now fully booked until well into 2020. The funds are
available to cover the costs, and I am sure we would all be very happy to see work commence
on Phase 2.
Our plumber, David Robb has kindly agreed to look at the problem with the down pipe at the
side of the hall entrance doors. Hopefully, he can find a solution and save all entering via the
hall doors getting soaked on a wet day.
Kirkgate does not have any back-up lighting in the event of a full power cut or partial electrical failure. On
Health & Safety grounds we should be covered and our electrician, Arthur Robertson will visit and draw up a
report/estimate for the Kirk Session to discuss.
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Who’s Who in Kirkgate
POSITION

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

EMAIL

Interim Moderator

Rev James McNay

The Manse, Goldenberry
Avenue, West Kilbride

01294 823186

JMcNay@churchofscotland.org.uk

Locum

Mr Brian Murray

19 Snowdon Terrace,
West Kilbride KA23 9HN

01294 822272

brian.murray100@btinternet.com

Session Clerk

Vivien Bruce

57 Dockers Gardens,
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113

Deputy Session Clerk

Mima McSwan

7 Springvale Street,
Saltcoats KA21 5LR

01294 602410

Organist, Rollkeeper,
Data Protection, Website

Stuart McMahon

93 Montfode Drive,
Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848

stuart@md93.co.uk

Treasurer

Jean Rainey

12a Caledonia Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5AE

01294 464933

garthwinning@gmail.com

Gift Aid Convenor

George Armstrong

46 Whitlees Court,
Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867

g.armstrong18@yahoo.co.uk

Freewill Offering
Envelopes

Alistair Colquhoun

30 Sharphill Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5NP

01294 463628

Acting Property Convenor Mima McSwan

7 Springvale Street,
Saltcoats KA21 5LR

01294 602410

j.macswan716@btinternet.com

Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street,
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

christene.ewing1@hotmail.co.uk

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine Editor / Life &
Work

Elizabeth McMahon

8 Kennedy Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net

Flower Convenor

Chrissie Baillie

40 Gladstone Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 463903

kiri40@talktalk.net

The Guild

Secretary:
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 464587

annewyliehynd@gmail.com

Keep Fit Group

Solveig McCulloch

17 Caledonia Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team

Jean Hay

18 West Doura Avenue
Saltcoats KA21 5NS

01294 469986

jeanhay@btinternet.com

Country Dancing

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk

Safeguarding Convenors

sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE:
Co-ordinators Mrs Evelyn Green & Mrs Jennifer Fox
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Liz Clark, Mrs Moira Cooper;
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam;
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder);
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); and
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon
PROPERTY: Acting Convener:
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon;
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.
COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Miss Alison Buick; Mr Gordon McMahon;
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).
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CHURCH & COMMUNITY:
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mrs Edith Murchie; Mr Ian Martin;
Mrs Morag Forsyth
FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey;
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay;
Mrs Carol Gilmour.
FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mr Alistair Colquhoun; Mrs Moira Cooper.

Sunday Church Door Duty Rota

TEAM A

TEAM B

TEAM C

TEAM D

TEAM E

Mrs P Martin
Mrs E Green
Miss E Howie
Mrs E McCracken

Miss E Breakenridge
Mrs J Hay
Mrs L Clark
Mrs J Fox

Mrs F Liddell
Mrs B McWilliam
Mrs V Bruce
Mrs M Hunter

Miss M Paterson
Mrs M Cooper
Mrs C Morton
Miss F Wright

Mrs S McCulloch
Mrs M Cassidy
Mrs P Armstrong
Mr D MacLeod

DATE

TEAM

COORDINATOR

DATE

TEAM

COORDINATOR

Dec 8th

Team D

Mr A Dodds

Jan 26th

Team A

Miss A Buick

Dec 15th

Team E

Mr A Macdonald

Feb 2nd Team B Mr A Dodds

Dec 22nd

Team A

Mrs E McInnes

Feb 9th

Team C

Dec 29th

Team B

Mr G Armstrong

Feb 16th

Team D

Mrs E McInnes

Feb 23rd

Team E

Mr G Armstrong

2020

---

Jan 5th

Team C

Mrs J Rainey

Mar 1st

Team A

Mrs J Rainey

Jan 12th

Team D

Mrs M Forsyth

Mar 8th

Team B

Mrs M Forsyth

Jan 19th

Team E

Mrs M Cassidy

Mar 15th

Team C

Mrs M Cassidy

FLOWER ROTA

FLOWER DISTRIBUTION

Dec 8th

Mrs G Wren

Mrs I Smith

Dec 15th

Mr & Mrs Frew

Mrs E McInnes

Dec 22nd

Miss A Aitken

(No Delivery) Mrs I Passway

Dec 29th

POINSETTIAS

(No Delivery) Mrs M Harvey

2020
Jan 5th

Miss C Baillie

Mr David MacLeod

Jan 12th

Mrs A Hynd

Mrs M Cassidy

Jan 19th

Miss C Ewing

Miss A Buick

Jan 26th

Mrs L Clark

Mrs M Hunter

Feb 2nd

Mrs M Harvey

Miss E Breakenridge

Feb 9th

Mrs J Rainey

Mr I Martin

Feb 16th

Mrs D Kirkhope

Mrs M Cooper

Feb 23rd

Mrs M Cannon

Mrs S McCulloch
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Life & Work: In the December edition......
Christmas in the Holy Land
Church ministers offer contrasting pictures of Christmas in
Tiberias and Bethlehem

‘Our Church is Awesome!’
Two young Fife sisters describe their
experience as part of the Church family

‘A Real Honour and Privilege’
Interview with the newly elected President of the Diaconate
Council, Mark Evans DCS

Speaking and Acting
The Rev Dr Martin Fair continues his
study of 1 Thessalonians

‘My Story is Also My Work’
The background to a new series of portraits of refugees, painted by church artist Iain Campbell and on display at the Royal
Society of Edinburgh

Online visit us at www.lifeandwork.org
find us on Facebook and follow us on
Twitter @cofslifeandwork

Transforming Lives in Christ’s Name
Viv Dickenson reflects on a year of social care celebration for
CrossReach and the Church of Scotland

S

Gift subscriptions to Life and Work are available –
see the form in December’s magazine or visit
www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe

CENTRAL TAXIS

ylvia’s
oapy
uds

Cunninghame & Kilmarnock
01294 605 857
01563 573 787

24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Mon-Thu: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3.30pm
Sat: 9am - 1pm

7-seat people carrier
and 6-seat minibuses available

Pick up and delivery available:
Three Towns & Seamill: £2

33 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 286573 | 07538 258347

Telephone:
0500 340875 or 46 46 46

For a free no-obligation quote
contact:
Jim Morrison

Financial Services Scotland Ltd is a team of fully qualiﬁed wealth advisers based in North Ayrshire. We specialise in:

Investments - Pensions - Life Insurance - Mortgages - Home Insurance - Inheritance Tax Planning (not regulated by the FCA)

Tel: 01294 539267 www.fsscotlandltd.co.uk
YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
Our typical fee for mortgage advice is £495. Financial Services Scotland Limited act as a credit broker not a lender.

Financial Services Scotland Ltd is an appointed representative of Personal Touch Financial Services Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA)

CHANA
Churches’ Homelessness Action North Ayrshire
KIRKGATE CARE & SHARE
We aim to provide Soup and
Sandwiches and our presence in
the Kirkgate every Friday starting
on 14th September from 12.30pm
to 2pm for those who are homeless.
THINKING OF SELLING OR LETTING?
To arrange a convenient appointment,
please call or email us today

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range
of handmade
greetings cards
• Individual cards
made to order

For further information contact
CHANA on 07585 665751

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
PARISH

CHURCH

Wide range of bespoke personalised
products from just £2 - £15

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall,
from 4pm-8pm
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Murray’s
Merchandise

www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Located in Sylvia’s Soapy Suds
33 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 07488 235653
Email: murraysmerchandiseayrshire@gmail.com

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Ask your local pharmacist:
You'll be taking good advice

All general
plumbing
work
undertaken

Gallagher Pharmacy
6 Central Ave, Ardrossan
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry
 01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre
 01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston
 01294 6464259

DEE DEES
CUTZ

David Robb Plumbing

Mobile: 07810 566480

Gents’ Barber

3 Young Street, Ardrossan

Tel: Donna Dunlop
07874 365415

www.deedeescutz.co.uk

Used Car Sales
Finance Available
All Makes Service, MOT & Repair
Bodyshop Accident / Insurance
Repairs & Restoration

Kerr Baillie

Ardrossan
01294 469124

Sunnyside Nursery
Off Hazelgrove,
Kilwinning
Tel: 552113

• Flower Shop
• Garden Centre
• Nursery
• Greenhouse Agents
Flowers for all occasions
UK-wide delivery of our own bouquets
freshly made at Sunnyside

www.sunnysidenursery.co.uk

Fantastic deals on
Alton and Robinsons Greenhouses

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef
and Lamb Stocked
2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers
2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305 and 465019

Supplies & Janitorial
Office Furniture
Workwear
IT & Software
Copiers & Printers
Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk

tel. 01563 524255

Scottish Building
Standards Approved

Arthur Robertson
Proprietor
Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic
• Industrial

Cecchini’s

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

Print & Promotional

ELECTRICAL

Cecchini’s Ayr
72 Fort Street
Ayr KA7 1EH
01292 263607

Italian Restaurant
Since 1985
www.cecchinis.com

Cecchini’s Ardrossan
Clyde Marina
5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA
01294 471700
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE
AND ESTATE AGENCY
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.
For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

Established 1994

PAUL
Stevenson
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
29 Chapelwell Street
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

24 Hour Service
Golden Charter Funeral Plans
Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

3 Lade Street
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

Cavani’s
West End Cafe

Established 1902
Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers
We sell over 200 varieties of
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets
Closed every Tuesday

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage
•
•
•
•
•

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

Used Cars
Tyres
Exhausts
MOTs
Repairs

Independent Family Funeral Directors

Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

New Business: Open 6 Days

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654
www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Established 1935

Seabank Street
Saltcoats
Tel: 468238

• Take Away • Sit In
• Home Delivery
• Outside Catering

Email: lyscott2000@yahoo.co.uk

10 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 469119

Sports & Rainwear
No. 1 FOR SPORT

(24 hour service)

Service and Rest Rooms
with ample private parking
Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans
Day and Night Service

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS
Tel: 01294 605977

Peter Piper
Piping for all occasions
Weddings,
Burns Suppers
and Other
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619
Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

